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TRANSACTIONS  AND  PROCEEDINGS 


FIRST  REGULAR  MFFTING 
January  10,  1018 

Several  very  important  matters  were  discussed,  one  of  them  being  the 
advisability  of  the  preparation  of  an  adequate  and  complete  list  of  fractional 
paper  notes  under  the  auspices  of  the  club,  each  note  to  have  a definite  num- 
ber, the  intention  being  to  recommend  this  list  as  a guide  to  cataloguers. 
President  Heaton  appointed  the  following  committee  to  take  the  matter  in 
hand:  Messrs.  Scott,  Proskey,  Valentine,  Smith,  Blake,  Hartell,  Hidden,  and 
Boyd. 

Another  subject  under  consideration  was  the  best  plan  by  which  coins 
could  be  more  clearly  described  in  sales  catalogues,  so  that  much  of  the  dis- 
satisfaction now  prevailing  as  to  the  catalogic  descriptions  of  coins  that  have 
been  placed  on  sale  could  be  avoided.  The  President  appointed  the  follow- 
ing committee  to  bring  before  the  club  the  best  means  to  attain  this  end: 
Messrs.  Proskey,  Scott,  and  Higgins. 

A very  pleasant  incident  of  the  evening  was  the  presentation  to  ex- 
President  Higgins  of  a silver  drinking  cup  for  the  little  fellow  who  has  re- 
cently visited  the  Higgins  home.  Mr.  Boyd  made  a neat  presentation  speech, 
which  was  aptly  responded  to  by  Mr.  Higginss*.  The  inscription  on  the  cup, 
which  bears  on  the  right  and  left  sides  the  medal  bearing  Mr.  Higgins’  por- 
trait, which  was  presented  to  him  during  his  incumbency  a&_President,  reads: 
“Presented  to  Louis  Eugene  Higgins  by  the  Members  of  the  New  York  Nu- 
mismatic Club,  Dec.  13,  1912.”  After  the  presentation,  by  invitation  of  the 
recipient,  the  cup  circulated  around  the  table  in  company  with  a supply  of 
fifty-year-old  Spanish  sherry,  with  which  the  health  of  the  new  arrival  and 
his  parents  were  warmly  toasted  by  the  members. 

Immediately  following  this  Mr.  Higgins  presented  to  President  Heaton, 
on  behalf  of  the  club,  the  large  medallic  model  bearing  Mr.  Heaton’s  bust 
which  had  been  used  as  the  original  of  the  medal,  just  issued,  bearing  the 
President’s  portrait.  These  medals,  which  were  then  distributed,  were  made 
by  the  Whitehead  & Hoag  Company  of  Newark,  N.  J.,  after  the  design  of  J. 
M.  Swanson,  one  of  the  club’s  members.  The  portrait  was  splendidly  exe- 
cuted, and  Mr.  Swanson  was  warmly  congratulated  for  his  clever  work. 

The  Membership  Committee  reported  favorably  on  the  name  of  John  A. 
Kleman  as  a new  member.  It  also  reported  that  it  had  passed  favorably 
upon  the  application  of  Walter  Scott,  the  son  of  J.  Walter  Scott.  It  was 
regularly  moved,  seconded,  and  carried  that  the  club  have  a rising  vote  on 
Mr.  Scott,  and  he  was  elected  by  acclamation. 

The  subject  for  the  evening’s  exhibition  was  United  States  regular  paper 
currency. 

The  subject  for  exhibition  at  the  February  meeting  “Freaks  and  Od- 
dities in  Numismatics.” 

The  New  York  Numismatic  Club  Dinner,  held  at  the  Hotel  McAlpin  on 
Jan.  24.  Very  interesting  speeches  were  made  by  President  A.  G.  Heaton, 
the  Rev.  W.  J.  Tilley,  of  Harrison,  N.  J.,  on  “A  Five  Franc  Piece  of  Napo- 
leon;” ex-President  Frank  C.  Higgins  on  “The  Scope  and  Influence  of  Nu- 
mismatics;” Mr.  Henry  Russell  Drowne  on  “Coins  that  Make  History;”  Mr. 
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J.  W.  Scott,  ••Reminiscences  ot  a Numismatist;”  Mr.  Albert  R.  Frey,  on  “The 
Penalty  We  Pay,”  and  Messrs.  Bauman  L.  Belden  and  Edgar  H.  Adams  on 
general  numismatic  topics. 

Those  present  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  C.  C.  Boyd  of  New  York  City,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  George  H.  Blake  of  Jersey  City,  N.  J.;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Chap- 
man of  Philadelphia;  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Valentine  of  Englewood,  N.  J.;  Mr.  Ber- 
nard Nangle  with  Miss  S.  E.  Cromie  of  Bayonne,  N.  J.;  Mr.  P.  C.  Hartell 
with  Miss  L.  L.  Magnus  of  Whitestone,  L.  I.;  President  Heaton,  ex-President 
Higgins,  Dr.  D.  R.  P.  Heaton,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Tilley,  and  Messrs.  J.  W.  Scott, 
David  Proskey,  Drowne,  Frey,  Rudolph  Kohler,  Thomas  L.  Elder,  Bauman 
L.  Belden,  and  E.  H.  Adams. 

The  dinner  was  a great  success  from  every  point  of  view,  and  great 
credit  should  be  given  to  the  Committee  of  Arrangements,  which  consisted 
of  Mr.  Boyd,  Chairman;  Messrs.  Blake,  and  Elder.  To  the  enterprise  of  Mr. 
Boyd  especially  was  due  the  success  of  the  dinner,  for  the  reason  that  he 
insisted  that  the  management  provide  the  proper  number  of  waiters  to  serve 
the  dinner,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  it  was  the  night  of  the  great  walk- 
out of  the  waiters,  over  450  from  the  Hotel  McAlpin  alone  joining  the  ex- 
odus. So  smoothly  did  everything  pass  off  (owing  to  the  efficiency  of  several 
headwaiters)  that  this  fact  was  not  made  apparent  to  the  diners. 


COINS  THAT  MAKE  HISTORY. 


BY  HENRY  RUSSELL  DROWNE. 


[Paper  read  at  the  New  York  Numismatic  Club  Dinner,  on  Jan.  24.] 

Mr.  President,  Ladies  and  Members  of  the  New  York  Numismatic  Club; 

I regret  to  start  off  by  making  an  apology,  but  the  subject  assigned  to 
me  is  so  great  and  the  time  to  prepare  for  it  has  been  so  short  that  I will 
have  to  confine  myself  to  notes.  Again,  as  the  field  that  I have  to  cover 
represents  the  productions  of  many  centuries,  you  will  readily  see  why  it 
is  necessary  for  me  to  skip  along,  gleaning  as  it  were  a few  of  the  more 
prominent  events  from  each  period. 

Of  all  the  monuments  o fantiquity  none  offer  such  a field  for  interesting 
study  and  historical  research  as  coins,  for  the  reason  that  they  are  always 
within  the  reach  of  the  individual,  be  he  rich  or  poor.  That  coins  are 
ancient  or  old  does  not  always  mean  that  they  are  valuable,  for  coins  two 
thousand  years  old  are  as  plentiful  as  our  old-fashioned  United  States  cop- 
per cents,  and  ordinary  specimens  worth  but  a trifle  more. 

So  there  is  always  an  opportunity  for  us  to  collect  interesting  treasures 
of  antiquity  without  feeling  that  we  are  being  extravagant.  While  many 
prefer  to  go  abroad  at  great  expense  to  see  and  study  the  remains  of  ancient 
races,  all  of  which  are  necessarily  more  or  less  in  ruins,  few  seem  to  stop 
to  realize  that  by  the  medium  of  coins  they  can  bring  history  itself,  in  more 
completeness  and  perfection,  right  into  their  own  homes. 

Much  has  been  well  and  eloquently  writteu  on  the  interest  of  the  study 
of  coins,  from  the  time  of  Petrarch  to  the  present  day,  yet  the  number  of 
those  who  have  sought  instruction  and  amusement  in  that  pursuit  is  com- 
paratively small.  As  historical  records,  coins  have  proved  themselves  of  the 
highest  importance,  and  even  from  the  very  infancy  of  the  art  their  valuable 
testimony  commences. 
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To  the  Greeks  we  owe  if  not  the  invention,  at  all  events  the  very  gener- 
al extension  of  a circulating  medium  in  this  form,  and  on  their  coins  of  the 
very  earliest  period  we  find  records  of  the  migrations,  the  mythology,  and 
the  manners  and  state  of  civilization  of  this  great  and  interesting  people. 

My  subject  is  History,  but  I am  frank  to  say  the  Art  represented,  would 
be  equally  interesting,  and  as  a matter  of  fact  be  far  more  complete  from 
the  student’s  point  of  view.  Coins  are  supposed  to  have  been  first  intro- 
duced about  800  B.  C.,  and  those  of  the  Island  of  Aegina,  bearing  the  turtle 
or  tortoise  on  one  side,  the  reverse  being  merely  an  indentation,  are  selected 
as  representing  the  earliest  type,  although  Herodotus  tells  us  that  the  Lydi- 
ans first  coined  money  of  gold  and  silver,  and  others  attribute  the  earliest 
to  Miletus,  a city  of  Ionia,  in  Asia  Minor.  The  tortoise  coins  of  Aegina  were 
struck  in  immense  quantities,  as  the  Aeginetans  commanded  the  commerce 
of  the  Peleponesus  and  the  Aegaean  Islands,  their  trade  extending  as  far 
north  as  Thessaly  and  eastward  to  Cilicia  and  Cyprus. 

It  is  a noteworthy  fact  that  as  the  use  of  engraved  seals  and  signets 
dates  back  to  the  earliest  period,  and  was  always  an  understood  sign  of 
solemn  compact  and  authority,  that  the  original  idea  of  coins  may  have  been 
a development  of  sealed  metal,  for  at  first  they  were  impressed  only  on  one 
side  with  some  well-known  emblem  or  symbol,  likely  to  satisfy  the  mind,  as 
bearing  the  seal  of  public  authority. 

In  the  Greek  series  the  first  historical  incident  that  I have  so  far  dis- 
covered is  on  a gold  coin  of  the  earliest  period  bearing  a seal  on  one  side, 
and  a rough  indentation  on  the  other  which  records  the  migration  of  the 
Phocean  colony  to  Asia  Minor.  Stephen  of  Byzantium  relates  that  the  ships 
of  these  Greeks  were  followed  by  a great  number  of  seals,  hence  the  city 
they  founded  was  named  Phocea,  derived  from  the  Greek  name  of  a seal. 
The  coin  belongs  to  the  period  of  about  750  years  B.  C. 

The  Greek  settlement  in  the  time  of  Anaxilas,  4 94-476  B.  C.,  of  the 
Samians  in  Messina  and  Rhegium  in  Italy  is  recorded  on  coins  of  that  time. 
The  Samian  and  Milesian  refugees  had  accepted  the  invitation  of  the  Zan- 
cleans  to  settle  at  Kale  Akte.  They  stopped  at  Locri  on  their  journey,  and 
Anaxilas  persuaded  them  to  take  possession  of  Zancle  itself,  which  was  at 
that  time  without  military  forces,  as  the  King  Scythes  was  engaged  in  besieg- 
ing a neighboring  city.  The  Samians  retained  possession  of  Zancle,  and  the 
lion’s  scalp  and  calf’s  head  on  the  coins,  as  well  as  the  prow  used,  are  types 
of  Samos.  Anaxilas  is  also  said  to  have  introduced  the  hare  into  Sicily, 
hence  this  type  on  the  coins  of  Messina  and  Rhegium. 

A most  important  historical  event  is  recorded  by  the  first  issue  of  the 
large  and  very  rare  decadrachms  of  Syracuse,  which  was  struck  to  celebrate 
the  defeat  of  the  Carthagenians,  480-479  B.  C. 

Diodorus  says  these  coins  were  struck  from  the  money  received  from 
the  Carthagenians  after  their  defeat,  while  other  ancient  writers  claim  they 
were  made  from  ornaments  devoted  by  Damarete,  the  wife  of  King  Geion, 
and  other  Syracusan  women  to  their  country’s  use.  Artistically  this  his- 
torical coin  is  of  incomparable  importance,  for  its  fixed  date  is  of  great  as- 
sistance in  the  classification  of  early  Greek  coins. 

Incidentally  attention  should  be  called  to  the  interesting  incuse  coins 
of  ancient  Sybaris,  in  Southern  Italy,  which  ceased  510  years  B.  C.,  when 
the  city  was  completely  destroyed  by  Crotona,  whereas  the  new  city  of  Thu- 
rium  was  not  founded  until  after  a lapse  of  a century. 

The  great  and  beautiful  decadrachm  of  Syracuse — one  of  the  finest 
pieces  of  the  die  cutters  art  ever  produced — was  issued  to  commemorate 


the  defeat  of  the  Athenians  at  the  Assinarus,  413  B.  C.,  when  the  army  of 
Nicias,  consisting  of  40,000  men  and  110  ships,  was  practically  destroyed. 
This  day.  which  was  on  or  about  September  16th,  413  B.  C.,  (the  27th 
Karneios),  was  appointed  by  the  Syracusians  to  he  celebrated  annually  as 
a festival  called  the  Assinaria.  The  decadrachms  were  issued  shortly  after 
the  victory,  probably  out  of  the  spoils.  This  coin  is  of  world-wide  reputation 
for  its  great  artistic  merit. 

About  310  B.  C.  Agathocles  of  Syracuse  struck  coins  celebrating  his  vic- 
tories in  Northern  Africa  over  the  Carthaginians  under  Hanno  and  Bomilcar. 
On  this  occasion  the  Syracusan  general  is  said  to  have  excited  the  courage 
of  his  troops  by  letting  fly  captured  owls,  which  settled  on  the  heads  and 
weapons  of  the  men,  which  was  an  omen  of  good  luck.  The  owl  can  plainly 
be  seen  on  the  gold  coins  of  Agathocles,  struck  in  honor  of  this  event. 

Between  the  years  345  and  342  B.  C.  Artaxerxes  III.  of  Persia  forced 
King  Evagoras  II.  of  the  Island  of  Cyprus  to  transfer  his  kingdom  to  Sidon, 
in  Syria,  which  event  is  commemorated  by  his  coins. 

The  coins  of  Philip  of  Macedon,  who  reigned  from  35  9 to  336  B.  C., 
show  his  victories  at  the  Olympian  Games — of  which  he  was  very  proud. 

Pyrrhus,  King  of  Epirus,  struck  coins  at  Syracuse  and  possibly  Crotona 
and  Tarentum  after  his  victories  in  Southern  Italy  over  the  Romans,  28  0 
B.  C.,  which,  however,  almost  resulted  in  his  ruin,  and  it  was  only  by  the  use 
of  elephants  that  the  Roman  army  was  put  to  flight.  Pyrrhus,  referring  to 
his  severe  losses  on  this  occasion,  is  quoted  in  history  as  having  said:  “If 
they  were  my  soldiers,  or  I were  their  general,  we  should  conquer  the  world,’’ 
and,  further,  “Another  such  victory  and  I must  return  to  Epirus  alone.’’ 

The  first  portrait  coin  of  a reigning  monarch  is  supposed  to  be  that  of 
Archelaus  I.,  King  of  Macedonia,  who  reigned  from  413  to  399  B.  C.,  and 
from  that  time  to  the  present  the  coins  of  the  various  nations  of  the  world 
which  have  outlasted  time  and  corrosion  are  most  valuable  and  faithful  his- 
torians, in  fact  in  some  instances  it  is  by  coins  alone  that  history  has  been 
preserved.  The  extent  of  the  Empire  of  Alexander  the  Great  is  confirmed 
by  the  many  mints  at  which  his  coins  were  issued  and  the  profusion  of  these 
noble  coins  still  in  existence.  We  are  also  indebted  to  the  coins  of  Lysi- 
machus  for  the  portrait  of  this  celebrated  conqueror,  who  is  pictured  with 
the  horn  of  Ammon  coming  from  his  forehead,  commemorating  his  visit  to 
the  temple  of  Jupiter  Ammon  in  Egypt,  where  it  is  said  Ammon  saluted  him 
as  the  son  of  Zeus. 

But  for  coins  we  would  have  no  portraits  of  Alexander’s  successors, 
those  great  chiefs  who  reduced  the  vast  provinces  of  his  empire  into  inde- 
pendent kingdoms.  They  serve  to  make  us  better  acquainted  with  the  story 
of  these  men  than  any  written  records.  These  metallic  monuments,  with 
portraits  and  names  of  the  great  Ptolemy,  Seleucus,  Lysimachus,  Demetrius 
and  others,  can  still  be  found  as  fresh  and  bright  as  the  day  when  they 
were  minted  and  bear  able  testimony  to  the  truth  of  all  the  principal  records 
which  have  come  down  to  us. 

Thus  is  best  recorded  the  names  and  portraitures  of  the  successive  rulers 
of  Egypt.  Syria,  Macedonia,  Pergamum,  Bithynia,  Cappadocia,  Pontus,  and 
Armenia.  Additional  to  this  there  would  be  no  history  of  Bactria  but  for  its 
coins  which  have  brought  to  light  a series  of  kings  from  248  to  5 0 B.  C.,  of 
which  no  written  record  existed.  For  the  history  of  Parthia  we  are  also 
greatly  indebted  to  coins  for  information  both  as  to  the  sequence  of  its  kings 
and  the  events  of  their  reigns,  which  they  have  materially  elucidated,  cover- 


ing  a period  of  from  248  B.  C.  to  211  A.  D.  The  defeat  of  Artabanus  by 
Vonones  I.,  8-12  A.  D.,  is  mentioned  on  his  coins. 

The  tetradrachm  struck  in  Macedonia  by  Demetrius  Poliorcetes  com- 
memorated his  great  victory  over  Ptolemy  at  Salamis,  306  B.  C.,  when  he  de- 
feated his  fleet  of  140  vessels  and  10,000  men. 

The  closing  historical  event  celebrated  by  a Greek  coin  was  that  struck 
in  Macedonia  by  the  Romans  on  the  defeat  of  Perseus  and  the  conquest  of 
the  kingdom,  146  B.  C. 

Turning  to  the  coins  of  Rome,  one  of  the  earliest  instances  that  I can 
quote  was  about  290  B.  C.,  when  the  Roman  Senate  sent  an  embassy  to 
Epidarus  with  the  request  that  Aesculapius  would  come  to  Rome  to  turn 
away  the  plague  then  raging.  The  embassadors  brought  back  a sacred  snake, 
which  is  represented  on  the  coin,  and  which  is  said  to  have  escaped  when 
they  arrived  in  the  Tiber  and  swam  to  an  island,  where  subsequently  the 
temple  of  Aesculapius  was  erected. 

A great  many  important  historical  events  are  commemorated  on  the 
Roman  Consular  and  Family  coins,  but  as  these  occurred  at  a period,  usually 
long  before  the  striking  of  the  coins  and  were  not  contemporary  I will  only 
refer  to  a few  examples  as  illustrative  of  the  series. 

The  family  of  Aemilia,  22  B.  C.,  illustrate  the  conquest  of  Perseus  and 
his  sons  by  L.  Aemilius  Paullus,  168  B.  C.,  and  on  another  coin  picture  the 
surrender  of  King  Aretas  of  Arabia  to  Marcus  Scarus  Aemilius,  109  B.  C. 
The  king  being  seen  kneeling  in  submission  beside  his  camel  holding  an 
olive  branch.  The  Calpurnia  family  represent  the  successful  mission  to 
Africa  of  Caius  Piso  to  secure  grain  at  time  of  famine  in  Rome,  24  7 B.  C., 
which  is  aptly  illustrated  by  the  representation  of  his  return  on  a racing 
horse  bearing  a sheaf  of  wheat  over  his  shoulder. 

The  Cornelia  family  represent  victory  placing  an  olive  wreath  on  the 
head  of  Scipio  Africanus  for  his  victories  over  the  Carthagenians,  resulting 
in  the  overthrow  of  Hannibal  at  Zama,  Oct.  19,  B.  C.  202. 

The  Junia  family  illustrate  the  sons  of  the  elder  Brutus  being  marched 
off  between  the  lictors  to  execution,  after  having  been  condemned  by  him, 
509  B.  C. 

The  Licinia  family  show  us  the  celebrated  General  Crassus  who  was 
Triumvir  with  Caesar  and  Pompey,  and  who  was  defeated  and  killed  by  the 
Parthians,  5 3 B.  C. 

The  Marcian  family  show  the  Marcian  Aqueduct,  which  brought  water 
to  Rome.  And  so  I might  go  on  and  quote  many  of  the  important  historical 
events  that  occurred  between  5 00  and  5 0 B.  C.  commemorated  by  this  series 
of  most  important  and  interesting  coins. 

To  the  great  series  of  the  Roman  Dictators,  Triumvirs,  and  Emperors 
from,  say,  5 0 B.  C.  to  the  fall  of  Rome,  476  A.  D.,  which  is  one  of  the 
grandest  sets  of  coins  that  the  world  has  ever  produced,  we  are  indebted 
for  the  portraiture  of  these  men,  without  them  many  of  the  most  important 
statues  and  works  of  art  could  never  have  been  recognized. 

Here  my  subject  begins  to  get  too  large  for  a mere  paper,  and  .1  can  but 
call  attention  to  a few  interesting  items,  chronologically  arranged,  covering 
a period  of  several  hundred  years: 

Sulla  struck  coins  commemorating  his  victories  of  Marius,  83  B.  C. 

Julius  Caesar  caused  coins  to  be  issued  for  the  conquest  of  Gaul,  5 5 B. 
C.,  representing  figures  of  Gallic  women  weeping  under  the  Roman  standard. 

Brutus  struck  a coin  celebrating  the  death  of  Julius  Caesar,  4 4 B.  C. 

Mark  Anthony  struck  coins  for  his  victory  over  the  Armenians;  also  on 


one  of  his  coins  we  find  the  portrait  of  the  celebrated  Cleopatra,  Queen  of 
Egypt.  Of  particular  interest  are  the  silver  denarii  struck  by  him  to  pay  the 
legions  in  his  army.  These  bear  the  standards  and  numbers  of  the  legions 
themselves  and  form  quite  a series.  As  each  legion  was  supposed  to  be  of 
6,000  men,  and  there  are  over  thirty  numbers  represented,  he  must  neces- 
sarily have  issued  a great  many  coins. 

Augustus,  the  first  real  Emperor,  celebrates  his  victory  over  Anthony 
and  Cleopatra  at  Actium,  31  B.  C.,  on  his  coins;  also  in  19  B.  C.  the  recap- 
ture of  the  Roman  Standards,  which  the  Parthians  had  captured  from  Cras- 
sus  in  53  B.  C. 

During  the  reign  of  Tiberius,  14  to  37  A.  D.,  we  have  a most  interesting 
coin  representing  the  Triumph  of  Germanicus  at  Rome  after  his  victory  over 
the  Germans  under  Arminius,  when  the  standards  lost  by  Varrus  in  6 B.  C. 
during  the  reign  of  Augustus  were  recaptured.  On  the  coin  Germanicus  ap- 
pears riding  in  his  chariot  of  victory,  and  it  bears  the  inscription,  “The  Ger- 
mans defeated — the  standards  recaptured.” 

The  Emperor  Claudius,  41-54  A.  D.,  shows  the  defeat  of  the  Germans 
by  Nero  Claudius  Drusus. 

During  the  reign  of  Nero  we  have  represented  on  the  coins  the  doors 
of  the  Temple  of  Janus  closed  on  account  of  peace  with  the  world,  which 
as  may  be  judged  was  a most  unusual  occurrence  and  I believe  occurred 
only  three  times  in  1 000  years;  on  another  the  building  of  the  harbor  of 
Ostia  is  also  represented. 

Vespasian,  69  to  79  A.  D.,  shows  the  building  of  the  Colliseum  at  Rome, 
and  both  he  and  his  son  Titus  struck  coins  for  the  conquest  of  Jerusalem, 
Sept.  2,  A.  D.  70,  which  bear  allegorical  representations  of  the  subjugation 
of  the  Jews,  with  the  words  “Judaea  Capta.” 

Domitian.  81  to  96  A.  D..  issued  coins  for  a pretended  victory  over  the 
Germans. 

Trajan,  9 8-117  A.  D.,  has  some  beautiful  coins  commemorating  the  con- 
quests of  Dacia,  Armenia  and  Parthia,  additional  to  which  his  coins  show  the 
celebrated  Column  of  Trajan  in  Rome,  the  bridge  across  the  Danube,  the 
via  Trajano,  and  the  Forum. 

Hadrian,  who  reigned  from  117  to  135  A.  D.,  spent  many  years  in  travel- 
ling throughout  the  empire,  and  is  justly  celebrated  as  one  of  its  greatest 
benefactors.  We  find  coins  struck  in  honor  of  his  visits  to  Spain,  Gaul,  Da- 
cia, Achaia,  Cappadocia,  Judaea,  Asia,  and  Alexandria.  One  of  his  pieces 
represent  the  Emperor  as  raising  the  world  (represented  as  a youth)  from 
a kneeling  posture  onto  his  feet,  which  is  truly  a fine  recognition  of  his 
beneficence. 

Antoninus  Pius  and  Marcus  Aurelius  celebrate  victories  over  the  Ger- 
mans, Armenians,  and  Parthians,  and  Lucius  Verus  on  a gold  coin  announces 
the  giving  of  a King  to  the  Armenians,  Soaemus  by  name. 

Septimius  Severus,  19  3-211  A.  D..  announces  the  conquest  of  Brittanica 
and  Parthia,  and  his  successor  Caracalla  also  has  coins  for  victories  in  Par- 
thia, Brittanica,  and  Germanica. 

To  be  more  brief,  for  as  you  have  seen  the  conquests  of  Germany,  Par- 
thia and  Britain  seems  to  he  always  a matter  of  unfinished  business,  I will 
merely  allude  to  the  fact  that  there  are  victory  coins  of  Maximian,  Gallienus, 
Postumus,  Claudius  II.,  Aurelian,  Diocletian,  Maximianus  Hercules,  Valerian 
and  Constantine  the  Great,  which  cover  a period  of  more  than  a century. 

Philip  the  Arab,  244-249  A.  D.,  celebrated  the  noteworthy  event  of  the 
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one  thousandth  anniversary  ot'  the  founding  of  the  city  of  Rome;  the  same 
also  appears  on  the  contemporary  coins  of  his  son. 

You  have  all  heard,  I suppose,  of  the  beautiful  story  told  relative  to  the 
great  efforts  of  the  Empress  Helena,  the  wife  of  Constantius  Chlorus  and 
mother  of  Constantine  the  Great,  to  find  the  true  cross,  and  that  signal  fires 
were  arranged  all  the  way  from  Jerusalem  to  Byzantium  (Constantinople) 
to  announce  its  discovery,  and  how  when  the  shout  went  up  above  the  walls 
of  Jerusalem  that  the  cross  was  found,  that  they  lit  the  signal  fire  on  the 
tower  of  David  on  Mount  Zion,  and  how  it  was  taken  up  again  and  again 
from  hill  to  hill  and  town  to  town  through  Syria,  Asia  Minor  and  along  the 
Aegean  Sea  so  that  the  same  night  the  blaze  shown  over  the  Propontis  to 
the  window  where  the  Roman  Emperor  sat  in  the  solemn  night  and  they 
knew  the  cross  was  found  and  believed  it. 

The  remains  of  the  watch  towers  of  Saint  Helena — the  first  Christian 
Empress — along  the  coast  of  the  Levant  are  still  pointed  out  as  objects  of 
veneration. 

Who  can  tell  what  the  subsequent  history  might  have  been  if  Helena 
had  never  found  the  cross,  and  to  her  coins  we  are  indebted  for  her  por- 
traiture as  a confirmation  of  these  facts. 

Only  day  before  yesterday  it  was  published  in  the  New  York  papers 
that  on  Jan.  22,  1913,  the  Vatican  made  the  official  announcement  that  mass 
would  be  celebrated  by  Pope  Pius  X.  in  Saint  Peter’s  on  Pentecost  Sunda3r  in 
special  honor  of  the  16  00th  anni\ersary  of  the  signing  by  Emperor  Constan- 
tine the  Great  of  the  edict  making  Christianity  the  official  religion  of  the 
State.  What  greater  historical  event  is  there  to  commemorate  than  when 
the  Emperor  of  the  then  civilized  world  adopted  Christianity!  Stop  and 
think  a minute  of  what  it  all  means!  It  is  hard  to  realize  the  importance  of 
this  fact,  and  what  it  has  meant  to  all  the  succeeding  generations  since  that 
time. 

Here  is  a tiny  coin  of  the  first  Christian  emperor  on  which  appears  the 
sign  of  Christ  in  the  Roman  Standard,  in  place  of  a pagan  emblem  as  on 
what  is  otherwise  an  exact  duplicate,  its  value  is  less  than  2 5 cents,  but  I 
hold  it  up  as  a shining  example  of  “Coins  that  make  History,”  and  how 
they  are  easily  within  our  reach. 

Regardless  of  its  value,  I take  as  much  interest  in  its  possession  as  I 
would  the  most  expensive  coin  ever  sold  in  this  country,  and  I had  the  satis- 
faction of  finding  it  myself  among  a lot  of  ancient  coins  that  cost  but  a few 
cents  apiece. 

The  libarum,  or  sign  of  the  cross,  is  also  represented  occasionally  on 
the  coins  of  the  Emperors,  Constantius,  Constans,  Magnentius,  Decentius  and 
then  quite  generally  after  the  reign  of  Theodosius  the  Great,  378-395  A.  D. 

Here  I think  I had  better  leave  my  subject,  for  I fear  you  may  weary 
of  even  such  good  material  as  history — perhaps  I have  even  now  given  you 
too  much.  So  the  remaining  fifteen  centuries  bringing  us  down  to  modern 
times  had  best  lie  dormant  for  some  other  occasion  as  their  story  would 
make  a volume  of  itself. 

It  is  by  no  means  a wornout  idea  that  a coin,  could  it  speak,  would  be 
able  to  relate  a stranger  story  than  any  other  article  to  which  imagination 
might  give  a voice. 

To  the  thinking  man  every  coin  that  his  collection  contains  opens  a new 
subject  of  thought,  and  it  is  no  idle  employment — for  it  leads  to  the  study  of 
history  and  to  fix  historical  facts  with  great  firmness  on  the  memory. 

I thank  you  for  your  attention. 
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SECOND  REGULAR  MEETING 


February  1-4,  1913 

President  Brenner  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association  was  the 
guest  of  the  Club. 

Minutes  of  last  meeting  and  report  of  Treasurer  read  and  approved. 

Publication  committee  reported  that  the  year  book  of  the  Club  would 
soon  be  ready. 

The  dinner  committee  reported  and  was  discharged. 

An  exhibition  of  odd-shaped  and  freak  coins  was  made.  The  following 
members  made  exhibits: 

By  T.  L.  Elder — A freak  quarter  dollar,  only  half  of  which  appeared  on 
the  planchet  and  a dime  pressed  into  saucer-shaped  form. 

By  F.  C.  C.  Boyd — An  IS 3 8 cent,  with  obverse  and  reverse  design  in- 
cused. 

By  Elliott  Smith — A large  number  of  curiosities  in  the  shape  of  freak 
coins,  many  in  incuse  having  the  same  obverses  and  reverses. 

By  A.  R.  Frey — The  mortuary  thaler  for  Luitpold  of  Bavaria,  recently 
issued  by  Lauer  of  Nuremburg. 

By  Wayte  Raymond — Chinese  cast  coin  tree  of  forty-eight  pieces.  Also 
knife,  razor,  and  weight  money,  and  Pu  and  key  money. 

Topic  announced  for  the  next  meeting,  “The  Coins  of  Christ,”  by  Frank 
C.  Higgins. 


THIRD  REGULAR  MEETING. 

March  14,  1913 

Mr.  Higgins,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  on  Heaton  Medal,  reported, 
and  turned  over  to  the  club  the  cancelled  die  and  hub.  Upon  motion  the 
hub  was  given  to  Mr.  Swanson.  Avho  made  the  model,  and  Mr.  Higgins  pre- 
sented it  to  the  clever  young  artist.  It  was  then  moved  that  the  cancelled 
die  be  sold  to  the  highest  bidder,  who  proved  to  be  Mr.  Elliott  Smith,  for 
the  sum  of  34.50. 

Mr.  E.  B.  Parke  was  elected  to  membership. 

Mr.  Frey  of  the  Publication  Committee  announced  that  105  copies  of 
the  club’s  Year  Book  would  be  printed,  and  that  they  would  be  delivered  at 
the  April  meeting. 

As  quite  a number  of  the  members  were  delinquent  in  their  dues,  and 
as  the  club’s  constitution  provides  that  those  who  do  not  pay  by  April  shall 
be  dropped  from  the  rolls,  it  was  moved  that  the  Secretary  be  instructed  to 
write  a special  letter  of  notification,  in  the  hope  that  all  would  promptly 
make  payment  and  retain  their  membership. 

The  topic  for  the  next  meeting  was  announced  to  be  “Numismatic  Is- 
sues Pertaining  to  the  West  India  Islands.” 

Mr.  Frey  then  introduced  ex-President  Higgins,  who  delivered  the  ad- 
dress scheduled  for  the  evening,  entitled  “The  Coins  Relating  to  Christ.” 

The  lecture  by  Mr.  Higgins  was  of  the  greatest  interest,  and  was  fol- 
lowed throughout  by  the  closest  attention  on  the  part  of  every  one  present. 
The  many  startling  connections  demonstrated  by  the  lecturer  between  the 
symbols  as  shown  on  coins  of  all  ages  and  the  coming  of  Christ  were  too 
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exact  to  be  the  result  of  mere  coincidences,  and  Mr.  Higgins  proved  that  the 
significances  heretofore  of  many  uninterrupted  allusions  in  the  Old  and 
New  Testaments  were  geometrically  explained  by  vast  and  imperishable 
monuments  such  as  the  Pyramid  of  Cheops  and  by  numerous  coin  issues. 
He  showed  that  in  nearly  every  instance  the  various  common  symbols  borne 
by  coins  far  antedating  the  Christian  era  uniformly  had  the  same  signifi- 
cance— that  of  expressing  the  idea  of  the  builder  and  ruler  of  the  world,  the 
Creator,  Jehovah. 

Among  the  most  interesting  of  the  many  illustrations  presented  by  Mr. 
Higgins  was  one  of  a Bactrian  coin  issued  a few  years  before  the  coming  of 
Christ,  which  bore  a design  which  exactly  illustrated  the  main  features  of 
Old  Testament  theology.  This  was  a copper  coin  of  the  time  and  reign  of 
King  Azes. 

Another  startling  theory  advanced  by  Mr.  Higgins  was  that  a certain 
copper  coin  of  Bactria,  which  bore  the  design  of  the  Sun  God  on  one  side 
and  on  the  other  a mounted  warrior  extending  his  hand  bearing  a perfect 
“latin”  cross  with  the  inscription  “SOTER  MEGAS  BASILEYS  BASILEON,” 
instead  of  being  the  effigy  of  a living  King,  which  upon  the  surface  it  ap- 
peared to  be,  nevertheless  was  of  far  deeper  meaning,  and  actually  referred 
to  the  coming  of  Christ,  the  inscription,  “The  Great  Saviour,  King  of  Kings,” 
relating  to  the  expectation  of  the  incarnation  of  the  LOGOS,  current  through- 
out the  East  at  this  time. 

Mr.  Higgins  explains  that  the  Biblical  reference  to  the  last-named  coin 
appears  in  Revelations  xix.,  11-16.  He  says  that  “it  may  be  argued  that 
‘King  of  Kings’  was  a common  Oriental  title,  which  is  so,  but  it  was  derived 
from  the  theosophy  which  held  the  ruler  to  be  an  incarnate  Sun  God,  a re- 
sult of  which  are  the  inscriptions  DIVOS  JULIUS  and  DIVI  FILII,  which 
are  borne  by  the  coins  of  the  Roman  Caesars.” 


N?-  star  °f  Pisces  shown  on  a copper  coin  of  Timoleon  of  Corinth 

SOTFR  r tV45-  No  2-CopSr  coin  of  the^UnknownKin^ 

ConstAntn/pG/hP  rVl.tG  ?at  ?av,?ar-  of  Bactria.  No.  3— Roman  copper  coin  of 
the  sta"  of  Beth  1 eh em'  show,ng'  three  planets  in  conjunction,  which  constituted 


“The  SOTER  MEGAS  coins,”  Mr.  Higgins  states,  “are  attributed  by  all 
authorities  to  an  ‘unknown’  king,  but  as  all  the  other  kings  are  perfectly 
identified,  it  is  plain  that  the  SOTER  MEGAS  pieces  had  a special  mission. 
Their  workmanship  places  them  at  the  period  of  AZES  to  KADAPHISES, 
who  reigned  in  Bactria  over  the  period  80  B.  C.  to  10  A.  D.  Most  probably 
the  last.  I he  head  is  that  oi  Apollo  or  Helios,  as  shown  by  the  headdress, 
which  is  a perfect  sunrise.  All  the  other  kings  are  shown  in  helmets  or 
Tartar  hats.  The  Greek,  Egyptian,  Hebrew,  and  Hindu  religious  symbols 
mingled  on  these  Bactrian  coins,  with  the  prevalence  of  Jove  and  Vishnu 
as  types  f.TOVE  being  the  Hellenic  form  of  JEHOVA),  culminating  in  this 
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evident  figure  of  the  Kalki  Avatar  of  Vishnu  bearing  the  symbol  of  the 
Cross,  are  evidences  of  an  active  religious  syncretism  which  is  precisely 
what  Christianity  is  born  of.  It  was  the  astronomical  moment  for  the  world 
Saviour,  and  every  single  nation  of  the  East  expected  Him,  no  matter  what 
they  called  Him,  and  the  Bible  tells  us  that  the  moment  the  Star  (of  Beth- 
lehem) appeared  (i.  e.,  Jupiter,  Mars,  and  Saturn  in  conjunction  in  Pisces) 
the  Magi  of  the  Orient  (the  three  Wise  Men  of  the  East)  went  to  Judaea, 
the  designated  land  of  the  prophecy.” 

Altogether  the  lecture  was  so  very  interesting  and  such  a multitude  of 
examples  were  presented,  to  make  clear  the  actual  significance  of  the  geo- 
metrical proportions  of  what  are  intended  to  be  everlasting  monuments, 
erected  by  man  at  different  epochs,  that  it  would  simply  be  mistreating  the 
lecture  to  try  to  make  more  extended  reference  here.  The  lecture,  with 
its  various  skillful  illustrations,  examples,  and  quotations,  should  be  given 
in  full  in  the  lecturer’s  own  words,  and  this  the  Club  has  decided  to  do. 

Mr.  Higgins  was  long  and  warmly  applauded  at  the  conclusion  of  his 
address,  which  was  followed  by  an  interesting  discussion,  during  which 
many  questions  were  asked,  each  of  which  he  answered  in  a satisfactory 
and  interesting  manner. 

Mr.  Higgins  was  thanked  by  a rising  vote  of  those  present,  and  his 
lecture  was  referred  to  the  Publication  Committee,  with  instructions  to  print 
in  full. 


FOURTH  REGULAR  MEETING 
April  11,  1913 

Mr.  Raymond  not  being  able  to  attend  the  meeting,  the  minutes  of  the 
previous  meeting  were  not  read. 

The  Executive  Committee  reported  on  four  members  to  be  dropped 
for  non-payment  of  dues.  It  was  decided  to  concur  in  the  committee’s  ac- 
tion, and  the  Secretary  was  notified  to  that  effect. 

The  Treasurer’s  report  was  then  read. 

The  motion  was  adopted  that  the  club  present  a copy  of  the  Year  Book 
to  each  member  in  good  standing.  Extra  copies,  $1  each. 

A motion  was  adopted  that  a vote  of  thanks  be  given  Mr.  Frey  as 
Chairman  of  the  Publication  Committee  for  his  excellent  work  in  compiling 
the  Year  Book. 

A motion  was  adopted  that  a copy  of  the  Year  Book,  bound  in  full 
leather,  be  sent  to  His  Majesty,  the  King  of  Italy,  and  his  Royal  Highness, 
Prince  Louis  of  Battenberg,  both  of  whom  are  honorary  members  of  the 
club. 

The  Secretary  was  instructed  to  use  the  club  seal  on  all  future  books 
or  papers  pertaining  to  the  club. 

The  subject  for  the  next  meeting  will  be  ‘‘The  Numismatic  Issues  of 
New  York  City.”  which  will  embrace  every  metallic  issue  associated  with 
the  city,  and  also  all  paper  issues.  As  this  subject  would  be  too  large  for 
one  evening,  it  was  decided  to  appoint  a committee  of  three  to  keep  a cor- 
rect record  of  all  issues  pertaining  to  New  York  City.  President  Heaton 
appointed  Mr.  E.  H.  Adams,  Chairman,  and  Messrs.  David  Proskey  and 
Elliott  Smith  as  the  committee. 

The  exhibition  for  tne  evening  was  the  numismatic  issues  of  the  Isiands 
of  the  West  Indies. 
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Cuba— Charles  and  Joanna,  counterstamped  coppers,  2;  Ferdinand  VII., 
counterstamped  dollars,  3;  Isabella  II.,  eounterstamped  dollars,  3. 

Havana — Counterstamped  Mexican  quarter  and  half  dollars,  3 ; Havana, 
proclamation,  3;  Matanzas,  proclamation,  1;  Guanabacoa,  proclamation,  2; 
Santiago  de  las  Vegas,  proclamation,  2;  St.  Maria  del  Rosario,  proclamation, 
1;  San  Felipe  and  Santiago,  proclamation,  1;  Cuban  Junta  peso,  1897-8. 
differing,  6. 

Porto  Rico — 1895-6  set  of  5c.,  10c.,  20c.,  40c.,  and  peso.  Trinidad, 
(British,)  ^d.,  copper;  3d.  and  6d.,  brass,  and  1/16,  (3,)  Vk , (5,)  ^4  dol- 
lars, (4,)  differing  dies,  in  silver.  San  Domingo — 24  pieces,  10  in  nickel, 
5 in  brass,  and  9 in  silver;  six  patterns.  Haiti- — Sixty  copper  pieces,  eight 
of  which  were  patterns;  eight  in  nickel;  eighty  pieces,  silver,  4 counterfeits, 
2 patterns.  Tobago,  (British,)  14  different  punches,  counterstamped  on 
Cayenne  2 sous;  silver,  3.  St.  Christopher,  (British,)  counterstamped  on 
Cayenne  2 sous.  St.  Eustatius  and  Philipsburg,  (Dutch,)  3,  counterstamped 
on  Cayenne  2 sous;  1 token,  brass.  St.  Bartholomew,  (Swedish) — 2 copper 
pieces  stamped  on  Cayenne  2 sous.  Nevis,  (British,)- — 2 copper  pieces  coun- 
terstamped on  Cayenne  2 sous.  Martinique,  (French) — 3 copper  pieces 
counterstamped  on  Cayenne  2 sous;  2 in  nickel,  and  3 in  silver.  Martinique 
— Guadeloupe,  (1721-1844)- — 39  copper  coins  and  2 tokens.  Danish  West 
Indies — 8 copper,  1 nickel,  and  44  silver  pieces.  Curacao,  (Dutch) — 21 
silver  pieces. 

West  Indian  Medals,  2 0.  Jamaica,  (British,) — 3 copper,  54  nickel,  and 
1 brass.  Barbados,  (British) — 3 copper  and  1 silver.  Bahamas,  (British) 
— 1 copper.  Bermuda,  (British) — 1 copper.  Dominica,  (British) — 4 silver. 
Guadeloupe,  (British) — 4 silver.  Montserrat,  (British,) — 1 silver.  Tortola, 
(British) — 4 silver.  St.  Martin,  (French) — 1 silver.  Windward  Islands, 
(French) — 4 silver.  Unattributed  counterstamps — “S”,  7 pieces;  "C”,  9 
pieces;  “Crown,”  1 piece.  Sixteen  pieces  in  silver  counterstamped  with  “H 
25/20,”  with  arrows,  in  the  edge,  “I  B”  (trefoil,)  “21”  (trefoil)  “3”  in  cir- 
cle (trefoil)  “3”  in  radiate  incusum  “G  D/I  M.) 

Hacienda  Tokens  (?) — “S  M”  in  pearled  oval  and  “V  B”  in  serrated 
oval,  counterstamped  on  Mexican  peso  dated  1810. 

Other  private  tokens — “T”  and  crowned  pomegranate  between  two  pil- 
lars, on  Chihuahua  peso  dated  1811.  “SB”  in  “P”  on  1775  “Bungtown  Half- 
penny.” 


FIFTH  REGULAR  MEETING 
May  9,  1913 

The  Secretary  pro  tern,  read  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting;  same 
were  accepted  as  read. 

Motion  made  to  have  two  extra  Year  Books  bound  in  leather;  carried. 
Membership  Committee  reported  the  application  of  W.  S.  Armstrong  of 
Woodbury  Falls,  N.  Y.,  for  membership. 

The  Executive  Committee  reported  that  they  had  interviewed  the  Man- 
ager of  the  Park  Avenue  Hotel  in  reference  to  holding  the  club  meetings  at 
that  hotel,  and  a motion  was  put  and  carried  that  the  club  leave  the  ar- 
rangements to  the  Executive  Committee. 

The  subject  for  the  evening  was  the  numismatic  issues  of  New  York 

City. 
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The  exhibitors  were  as  follows:  Messrs.  E.  H.  Adams,  Boyd,  Hidden, 
Blake,  Smith,  Proskey,  Valentine,  Swanson. 

By  Mr.  Proskey,  New  York  coins  and  tokens  issued  prior  to  1800 
Excelsior  cents,  1787,  eagles  facing  right  and  left;  2 pieces. 

B.  Immunic  Columbia  cent,  178  7.  Rev.  spread  eagle.  1 piece. 

C.  Nova  Eborac  cents,  17  87,  large  and  small  heads,  with  Liberty  seated 
facing  left;  also  small  head,  with  Liberty  facing  RIGHT. 

D.  Fugio  cents,  1787,  (U.  S.  issues,  probably  coined  in  New  York 
City,)  UNITED  at  left,  (3,)  right,  (8,)  and  top,  (1.)  of  circular  band;  with 
die  varieties!  one  with  two  eight-pointed  raised  stars;  12  pieces. 

E.  Mott’s  tokens,  1789;  thick  and  thin  planchets  from  the  perfect  dies, 
and  small  thick  from  the  die  broken  at  the  clock;  3 pieces. 

F.  Talbot.  Allum  & Lee  cent,  1794,  WITHOUT  “New  York”  over  ship; 
1 piece.  Talbot,  Allum  & Lee  cent,  1794,  WITH  “New  York,”  3 pieces.  Do. 
1794.  Rev.  “1  793  Birmingham  halfpenny,”  1 piece.  Do.  1794.  “John 
Howard,”  etc.,  1 piece.  Do.  17  94,  “Earl  Howe,”  etc.,  1 piece.  Do.  1 79  5, 
NEW  YORK  before  ship,  1 piece.  Do.  1795,  Rev.  “Blofield  Cavalry,”  1 piece. 
Do.  1795,  “Queen  Elizabeth.”  Rev.  “Rule  Britannia,”  halfpenny,  with  edge 
“We  Promise  to  pay  the  Bearer  One  Cent,”  1 piece.  Do.  1795,  Same  edge  on 
“Queen’s  Bays”  halfpenny.  Rev.  5 porcupines,  1 piece. 

G.  Rickett’s  Circus  token,  milled  edge,  copper,  1 piece. 

H.  Castorland  Token,  1796,  copper. 

I.  The  1789  Tammany  Society  silver  medal,  was  exhibited  at  a prior 
meeting,  as  New  York  City’s  first  medal. 


SIXTH  REGULAR  MEETING. 

June  13,  1913 

The  attendance  was  very  gratifying,  especially  as  a change  had  just 
been  made  from  the  old  quarters  at  Keen’s  Chop  House.  The  management 
of  the  Park  Avenue  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  club  a large,  cool,  private 
dining  room,  with  high  ceiling,  just  oft  the  great  central  court.  The  service 
was  very  good,  and  every  one  was  Avell  satisfied  with  the  change,  and  the 
Executive  Committee  was  congratulated  upon  its  efforts  in  securing  such 
desirable  quarters. 

A resolution  was  passed  instructing  the  Publication  Committee  to  have 
reprinted  a list  of  tradesmen’s  tokens  associated  with  the  State  and  City  of 
New  York  Avhich  Avas  originally  published  in  The  Coin  Collector’s  Journal 
of  1885  and  1 886,  under  the  title  of  “Tradesmen’s  Tokens,  Other  Than  Those 
of  the  ‘Copperhead  Series,’  Issued  in  the  State  of  New  York.”  Mr.  J.  W. 
Scott,  the  publisher  of  the  aboA^e  magazine,  Avhich  is  now  out  of  print,  kindly 
gave  the  committee  full  permission  to  have  this  list  republished  under  the 
auspices  of  the  club. 

This  action  was  taken  in  accordance  with  the  policy  of  the  club,  deter- 
mined upon  at  a previous  meeting,  to  bring  together  and  publish  as  com- 
pletely as  possible  all  data  concerning  the  numismatic  issues  associated  with 
the  State  and  City  of  NeAv  York. 

The  members  present  Avere  highly  pleased  with  this  neAv  undertaking  of 
the  club,  and  a very  interesting  and  harmonious  discussion  preceded  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution  above  mentioned. 
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An  extensive  series  of  store  cards  connected  with  New  York  City  was 
exhibited  by  Mr.  David  Proskey. 

Vice  President  Frey  read  a very  interesting  letter  from  President  Heat- 
on, dated  at  Paris,  May  lt>,  a part  of  which  is  herewith  given: 

“The  coin  dealers  of  Paris  are  considerably  scattered  as  to  location,  and, 
if  the  occupants  of  curiosity  shops  where  some  coins  are  always  to  be  found 
are  included,  the  list  would  be  a very  long  one.  These  shops  have  a be- 
wildering stock  of  articles  from  old  furniture,  tapestries,  statuary  and  other 
massive  things  down  to  the  smallest  trinkets.  Antique  jewelry  is  of  course 
prominent,  but  there  is  rarely  a front  show  window  where  a tray,  plate  or 
saucer  is  not  seen  with  coins,  tokens  and  medals.  These  are  almost  entirely 
European,  but  pieces  relating  to  America  are  sometimes  found,  and  it  was 
at  such  a little  store  that  the  writer  once  secured  for  a trifling  sum  one  of 
the  rarest  of  the  Lincoln  medals.  Bargains  in  Americana  are  more  often 
obtained  because  these  small  dealers  in  curiosities  know  little  or  nothing  of 
our  interests,  but  they  hold  quite  stiffly  to  high  prices  for  all  bric-a-brac  of 
European  possessors,  manufacturers,  periods  and  reigns,  with  which  they 
are  keenly  familiar.  So  many  of  these  shops  crowded  with  antiquities  could 
not  profitably  exist  if  it  were  not  for  a great  appreciation  of  taste,  historic 
association  and  rarity  to  be  found  among  all  classes  of  the  French  people. 
This  appreciation,  grown  from  daily  contact  with  old  articles,  shows  itself 
in  a far  more  general  habit  of  keeping  old  family  effects  and  collecting 
curios  by  purchase  than  is  found  in  the  United  States,  for  Europeans  move 
about  very  little,  are  very  careful  of  their  possessions,  and  have  much  of 
interest  in  every  family  to  pass  from  generation  to  generation,  while  we  in 
America,  being  mostly  without  the  collector’s  instinct,  as  a rule  change  our 
abodes  often,  begin  with  little  of  value,  break  and  wear  out  much  and  ever 
seek  modern  “up-to-date”  things,  valuing  more  the  new  than  the  old. 

The  majority  of  these  “old  curiosity  shops”  are  within  a few  blocks  of 
the  great  public  auction  building  in  the  Rue  Drouot,  from  the  sales  of  which 
they  probably  largely  draw  their  supply,  but  in  all  parts  of  the  city  some  are 
found.  They  must  be  left  to  the  hunting  capacity  of  visiting  collectors  and 
with  greater  content,  as  these  will  pride  themselves  much  more  upon  pur- 
chases personally  discovered  than  anything  else.  The  studious  numisma- 
tist of  advanced  position  will  not  be  long  in  Paris  before  visiting  on  a Mon- 
day or  Thursday  afternoon  the  grand  collection  of  coins,  medals  and  other 
numismatic  material  displayed  in  the  Cabinet  of  Medals  at  the  National  Li- 
brary. This  great  building  is  in  the  very  central  Rue  de  Richelieu.  A suite 
of  lofty  apartments  of  elaborate  hard  wood  finish  are  fully  occupied  by  wall 
cases  and  cabinets  of  drawers  and  open  floor-counter  cases  containing  a 
priceless  collection  of  thousands  and  thousands  of  gold,  silver,  bronze  and 
other  metal  souvenirs  of  the  bygone  centuries. 

I had  enjoyed  previous  visits,  but  went  at  this  time  to  offer  one  of  the 
medals  in  silver  struck  by  the  order  of  the  New  York  Numismatic  Club  last 
winter,  excusing  any  egotism  in  the  thought  that  the  medal  would  be  also  a 
permanent  memorial  of  our  club  and  of  the  talent  of  the  young  sculptor  who 
designed  it — Mr.  J.  M.  Swanson.  1 was  not  only  cordially  received,  shown 
about  and  personally  thanked  but  received  the  following  letter  two  days 
later: 

“Monsieur:  You  have  been  willing  to  deposit  at  the  Cabinet  of  Medals 
in  the  character  of  a gracious  gift,  a silver  medal  representing  your  effigy. 
1 hasten  to  acknowledge  its  reception  and  to  thank  you  for  having,  with  a 
handsome  artistic  work,  thus  enriched  our  series  of  contemporary  medals. 


Kindly  accept,  monsieur,  with  the  expression  of  my  sincere  gratitude,  that  of 
my  very  distinguished  consideration.  The  Conservator,  E.  Babelon.” 

This  gives  a deserved  compliment  to  Mr.  Swanson’s  talent,  but  is  too 
personal  in  general  so  that  1 have  written  again  to  have  the  sculptor  and  the 
Club  clearly  recorded  in  connection  with  the  piece. 

This  gift  is  referred  to  at  length  to  show  the  welcome  extended  by  the 
(as  it  were)  numismatic  representatives  of  the  French  Government  to  pre- 
sentation of  medals  or  coins  of  any  interest  from  any  source  and  whether  of 
modern  or  ancient  date.  So,  for  mutual  benefit,  I give  to  Americans  to  whom 
it  might  be  of  use  the  address — Monsieur  E.  Babelon,  Conservator,  Cabinet 
de  Medailles,  Bibliothique  Nationale,  Rue  de  Richelieu,  Paris,  France. 

A preliminary  letter  should  be  sent  (any  language  could  be  translated 
but  French  is  best)  mentioning  the  gift  proposed,  lest  the  judgment  of  the 
giver  as  to  its  artistic  or  numismatic  value  should  be  at  fault  or  a similar 
piece  be  already  possessed.” 


SEVENTH  REGULAR  MEETING 
July  11,  1918 

In  a r.eat  and  appropriate  speech,  Vice  President  Frey  presented  to  Mr. 
Howland  Wood,  on  behalf  of  the  members  of  the  club,  a silver  cake  dish  as  a 
wedding  present.  Mr.  Wood  responded  fittingly. 

The  names  of  Messrs.  E.  G.  Eichholtz  of  Philadelphia,  William  R.  Pow- 
ell of  New  York  City,  and  Moritz  Wormser,  also  of  New  York  City,  were  pre- 
sented to  the  Membership  Committee. 

Mr.  Wormser  made  some  interesting  remarks  about  the  character  of  his 
collection  of  coins  of  the  German  Empire. 

A discussion  took  place  in  regard  to  the  ways  and  means  of  publishing 
the  list  of  New  York  Store  Cards,  which  was  authorized  at  the  June  meet- 
ing. It  is  expected  that  this  list  will  appear  in  the  near  future,  and  that  it 
will  do  much  toward  reviving  an  interest  in  this  long-neglected  series. 

Mr.  David  Proskey  exhibited  a number  of  pieces  relating  to  New  York 
in  the  form  of  street  transportation  checks.  They  included  transfer  tokens 
in  white  metal  of  the  Third  Avenue  Railroad,  showing  designs  of  omnibus 
and  primitive  street  car,  “Yorkville,”  and  “Harlem,”  two  each;  Kipp,  Brown 
& Co.,  “Chelsea  Line”;  4th  Avenue  Line,  Haskins  & Wilkins;  6th  Avenue 
Line,  Young  & Ward;  5th  and  7th  Avenue  Lines,  Marshall  & Townsend; 
same  with  “5th  Ave.”  erased  from  the  token;  same,  with  “5th  Ave.”  erased 
from  the  die;  8th  Avenue  Line,  Finch,  Sanderson  & Co.;  Telegraph  Line, 
Tyson  & Co.,  in  brass,  six  varieties;  New  York  & Harlaem  Railroad  Co.,  oc- 
tagonal, in  German  silver,  with  and  without  the  punched  ornament;  same  in 
white  metal,  without  ornament;  same  in  copper,  without  ornament.  Dur- 
kee  & Co.,  brass,  and  copper,  with  rolled  silver  plate  sides,  after  the  fashion 
of  Sheffield  plate. 

By  E.  H.  Adams — The  rare  store  card  of  W.  H.  Schoonmaker,  181 
Broadway,  New  York  City,  dealer  in  “Guns,  Pistols,  Rifles,  &c.,  Cutlery  & 
Japanry,”  with  the  reverse  design  of  Jackson  in  small  octagonal  frame,  the 
word  “President”  above.  Brass. 

The  subject  for  the  next  meeting  will  be  “Mexican  Proclamation  Pieces.” 


EIGHTH  REGULAR  MEETING 


August  9,  1913 

The  Committee  on  Paper  Money,  through  Dr.  Valentine,  reported  that 
it  had  gone  over  the  first  issue  of  fractional  currency,  especially  the  notes 
that  were  in  the  collections  of  Messrs.  Valentine  and  Proskey,  and  that  good 
progress  was  being  made  with  the  list  that  is  being  tabulated  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Numismatic  Club. 

The  Membership  Committee  reported  favorably  upon  the  names  of 
Messrs.  Moritz  Wormser,  William  R.  Powell,  and  E.  G.  Eichholtz,  who  were 
unanimously  elected  to  membership  in  the  club. 

The  Committee  on  Publication,  through  Mr.  Wood,  reported  that  a type- 
written transcript  had  been  made  of  the  list  of  New  York  store  cards  that 
was  printed  in  The  Coin  Collector’s  Journal  of  1885  and  1886,  with  the 
proper  corrections,  and  was  ready  to  be  printed. 

The  Medallic  Committee,  through  Mr.  DeLagerberg,  reported  the  re- 
ceipt of  a number  of  medals  from  Mr.  Carl  Poellrath  of  Schrobenhausen, 
Germany,  which  were  of  an  interesting  character. 

Vice  President  Frey  read  a very  interesting  letter  from  President  Heat- 
on, dated  London,  July  2 3,  who  told  of  his  attendance  at  a meeting  of  the 
British  Numismatic  Society.  Mr.  Heaton  also  met  Prince  Louis  of  Batten- 
berg,  who  is  an  honorary  member  of  the  Club. 

The  subject  of  this  meeting  had  been  set  for  the  Proclamation  Pieces  of 
Mexico. 

Mr.  David  Proskey  had  a fine  and  varied  exhibit  of  these  interesting- 
pieces,  which  unfortunately  cannot  be  described  in  detail.  They  embrace  a 
number  of  the  rare  varieties  bearing  the  names  of  certain  of  the  Mexican 
States. 

The  subject  of  the  next  meeting  will  be  the  Proclamation  Pieces  of  Peru 
and  Bolivia. 


NINTH  REGULAR  MEETING 
September  12,  1913 

Minutes  of  the  last  meeting  read  and  approved. 

After  a discussion  the  following  amendment  was  adopted  to  the  by- 
laws: Article  VII.  (Page  8,  lines  20,  21-22)  Strike  out  “but  nominations  for 
the  same  shall  be  made  at  the  next  preceding  regular  meeting.”  Substitute 
“A  nominating  committee  shall  be  elected  by  ballot  two  meetings  before  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  Club  and  at  annual  meetings  any  members  present  or 
absent  can  nominate  from  the  floor  or  send  by  proxy  any  nominations.” 

The  following  amendment  was  also  adopted:  Article  VIII.  Strike  out 
last  paragraph  and  substitute  the  following:  “Members  whose  dues  remain 
unpaid  by  April  1st  shall  be  duly  notified  by  the  Treasurer  and  if  payment 
is  not  made  within  twenty  days  of  such  notification  shall  be  dropped  from 
the  roll,  but  may  be  reinstated  by  a vote  of  the  Club  at  any  regular  meeting 
on  payment  of  the  arrears.” 

The  new  Monograph  of  New  York  City  and  State  Store  Cards  was  dis- 
tributed to  the  members  of  the  Club  and  bill  for  same  ordered  paid. 


Subject  of  the  meeting  was  Proclamation  Pieces  of  Bolivia  and  Peru. 
Several  interesting  specimens  were  shown. 

Subject  announced  for  the  next  meeting,  as  suggested  by  Mr.  Low,  is  to 
be  Spanish-American  Coins,  from  Philip  V.,  17  25  to  Ferd.  VII.,  1 825  Potosi 
Mint  (just  100  years  of  the  “Spanish  Milled  Money”)  the  Last  of  the  Coin- 
age. Including  Pillars  and  Globe,  Bust  Type  and  the  Small  Castle  and  Lion. 
Provisional  Issues,  such  as  Nueva  Viscaya,  Sombrerete,  Zacatecas,  etc.,  to  be 
excluded. 

Meeting  adjourned  to  meet  Friday,  October  10th. 


TENTH  REGULAR  MEETING 
October  10,  1913 

A nominating  committee  was  elected  to  provide  a proper  board  of  offi- 
cers for  1914,  to  be  submitted  and  acted  upon  at  the  November  meeting. 
The  committee  elected  was  Messrs.  Howland  Wood,  David  Proskey,  and  Dr. 
D.  W.  Valentine,  with  Mr.  Wood  as  Chairman. 

President  Heaton,  who  has  recently  returned  from  an  extended  Euro- 
pean tour,  gave  an  interesting  reference  to  his  trip,  and  mentioned  especial- 
ly a very  pleasant  call  upon  H.  R.  PI.  Admiral  Prince  Louis  of  Battenberg, 
one  of  the  club’s  honorary  members.  In  a letter  to  Mr.  Heaton,  Prince  Louis 
requested  him  to  “express  to  the  members  of  the  New  York  Numismatic  Club 
my  great  appreciation  of  their  kind  and  continuous  attention  to  me,  and 
that  I hope  one  day  to  pay  them  a personal  visit.” 

Mr.  J.  W.  Scott  made  a very  interesting  address  upon  the  subject  of 
the  great  stamp  exhibition  to  be  held  in  New  York  City  from  Oct.  27  to  Nov. 
1,  1913.  Mr.  Scott  stated  that  it  was  expected  that  $4,000,000  worth  of 
stamps  would  be  placed  on  exhibition.  He  exhibited  a specimen  of  the  very 
handsome  smaller  gold  medal  which  was  to  be  given  as  one  of  the  prizes, 
the  design  being  identical  with  that  illustrated  in  the  September  Numisma- 
tist, on  Page  4 71.  Mr.  Scott  invited  the  entire  membership  of  the  club  to 
be  present  at  the  exhibition,  and  distributed  tickets.  He  stated  that  a silver 
medal  of  the  same  design  as  the  gold  medal  mentioned  would  be  given  to 
each  one  of  those  who  attended  the  dinner  to  be  given  by  the  philatelists 
at  the  Hotel  Astor  during  the  progress  of  the  exhibition. 

As  the  subject  of  this  meeting  was  considered  to  be  too  large  to  be 
handled  at  one  time,  it  was  resolved  to  postpone  the  matter  until  the  No- 
vember meeting,  when  the  subject  of  the  “Coins  of  Guatemala”  would  be 
taken  up. 

Nevertheless  quite  a number  of  interesting  exhibits  were  made,  although 
along  lines  differing  from  that  of  the  set  subject. 

Mr.  Moritz  Wormser  showed  a fine  series  of  German  thaler  and  gold 
pieces,  noteworthy  among  which  were  a Wallenstein  ducat,  a double  thaler 
of  East  Frisia,  a thaler  of  Salome,  Abbess  of  Essen,  and  a fine  series  of 
Dantzig  ducats. 

Mr.  David  Proskey  exhibited  fifteen  large  bronzes  of  Nero,  illustrating 
various  reverses  and  obverses,  several  showing  Tribunitian  dates,  which 
seldom  occur  on  these  pieces. 
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ELEVENTH  REGULAR  MEETING 


November  14,  1913 

Secretary  being  absent,  Mr.  Boyd  was  appointed  Secretary  pro  tem. 
Executive  Committee  reported  the  sale  of  one  Token  Book. 

Membership  Committee  reported  the  proposal  for  membership  of  Mr. 
William  Harvey. 

The  following  resolution  was  regularly  moved,  seconded  and  carried: 

Whereas,  The  New  York  Numismatic  Club  has  learned  with  profound 
regret  of  the  death  of  Mr.  J.  Coolidge  Hills,  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  in  the  death  of  Mr.  J.  Coolidge  Hills  the  club  has  lost  a 
valuable  member,  who  was  an  intelligent  and  indefatigable  numismatist,  a 
delightful  companion,  and  a dear  friend  to  all  who  knew  him. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  be  directed  to  transmit  a copy  of  this 
resolution  to  Mrs.  Hills. 

Mr.  Wood,  Chairman  of  the  Nominating  Committee,  imported  the  fol- 
lowing nominations  for  the  year  1914: 

President— Elliott  Smith. 

Vice  President— Albert  R.  Frey. 

Secretary  and  Treasurer- — F.  C.  C.  Boyd. 

Executive  Committee — F.  C.  C.  Boyd,  Chairman;  Bauman  L.  Bel- 
den,  Geo.  H.  Blake,  and  John  Reilly,  Jr. 

Membership  Committee — Wayte  Raymond,  Chairman;  David  Pros- 
key,  and  J.  W.  Scott. 

Publication  Committee — E.  H.  Adams,  Chairman;  D.  W.  Valentine, 
and  Howland  Wood. 

Medallic  Art  Committee — J.  De  Lagerberg,  Chairman;  A.  G.  Heat- 
on, J.  M.  Swanson,  E.  T.  Newell,  and  W.  Bush. 

The  following  nominations  were  then  made  from  the  floor: 

For  Vice  President — B.  L.  Belden,  D.  Macon  Webster,  and  E.  T. 
Newell. 

For  Secretary  Treasurer — M.  Wormser. 

For  Executive  Committee- — A.  R.  Frey,  (Chairman),  Bernard  Nan- 
gle,  J.  M.  Swanson,  and  Howland  Wood. 

Regularly  moved,  seconded  and  carried,  that  one  of  the  Heaton  medals 
be  presented  to  the  Rochester  Numismatic  Association,  and  the  same  was 
delivered  to  Dr.  French,  the  President,  who  was  at  the  meeting.  Dr.  French 
thanked  the  club  on  behalf  of  the  R.  N.  A.  The  club  was  very  much  grati- 
fied in  having  with  them  Dr.  French. 

The  exhibition  of  coins  was  then  in  order.  The  exhibition  was  as  fol- 
lows: 

By  A.  R.  Frey — Four  gold  coins  of  Guatemala,  which  included  a five- 
peso  proclamation  piece  of  Charles  IV.,  dated  1789;  the  peso  and  five-real 
pieces  of  Rafael  Carrera,  dated,  respectively,  1859  and  1860,  and  the  four- 
pesos,  dated  1869,  all  in  extremely  fine  condition. 

By  E.  H.  Adams — (All  silver.)  Two  reals  and  one  real,  Guatemala, 
Charles  III.,  dated  1 760.  Four  reals  and  one  real,  Guatemala,  Charles  IV., 
dated  17  89.  One  real  proclamation  piece,  Ciudad  Real  de  Chiapa,  Guate- 
mala, with  Antigua  mint  mark,  dated  1789.  Guatemala,  1808,  Ferdinand 
VII.,  one  real  Two  reals  and  one  real,  Ferdinand  VII.,  proclamation  pieces, 
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of  San  Salvador,  in  Guatemala,  dated  1808.  Guatemala,  Ciudad  de  Chiapa, 
proclamation  piece,  Ferdinand  VII.,  two  reals,  dated  1 808.  Guatemala,  Leon 
de  Nicaragua,  proclamation  piece,  one  real,  Ferdinand  VII.,  dated  1808. 
Guatemala,  Ciudad  de  Guatemala,  1812,  proclamation  piece,  two  reals.  Med- 
al of  Guatemala,  with  the  obverse  showing  female  carving  inscription  on 
monument,  with  inscription  GUATEMALA  LIBRE  E INDEPENDIENTE, 
(Guatemala  Free  and  Independent,)  and  the  reverse,  a winged  figure  be- 
tween two  globes,  with  inscription,  EL  LIBRE  OFRECE  PAZ  PERO  EL 
SIERVO  JAMAS,  (Liberty  Brings  Peace.  But  the  Servitude  Never.)  Size,  44 
mm.  Copper,  gold  plated.  Fonrobert  7 206.  Also  a silver  medal  issued  by 
the  Economical  Society  of  the  Friends  of  the  Republica  of  Guatemala,  3 5 
mm.  in  diameter.  The  obverse  shows  a coat  of  arms,  with  mountains,  sur- 
rounded by  an  oval  ribbon,  inscribed  EL  ZELO  UNIDO  PRODUCE  LA 
ABUNDANCIA.  Around  the  border  is  inscribed  SOCIEDAD  ECON.  DE 
AMIGOS  DE  LA  REPUB.  DE  GUAT.  Reverse,  in  the  field  a table  covered 
with  emblems  of  history  and  art,  above  a hand  tendering  a wreath  through 
a cloud.  Around  the  border  the  inscription  PREMIANDO  ECCITA  Y FO- 
MENTA.  On  the  base  of  the  table,  is  apparently  the  signature  of  the  maker 
of  the  medal,  in  extremely  small  script  letters,  “Por  C.  Esp.” 


TWELFTH  REGULAR  MEETING 
December  12,  1913 

The  Membership  Committee  reported  favorably  Mr.  Harvey’s  proposal 
for  membership,  and  he  was  duly  elected.  Mr.  V.  T.  Hammer  was  proposed 
for  membership  to  the  Club. 

The  Publication  Committee  reported  the  sale  of  one  token  book. 

Business  was  suspended  for  a short  time,  when  Mr.  Boyd  presented  to 
the  President  on  behalf  of  the  members  of  the  Club,  a bronze  plaque,  mount- 
ed on  a mahogany  base,  obverse  of  the  silver  Heaton  medal  on  left-hand 
side  and  reverse  on  the  right  side.  “1912”  on  left  upper  corner,  “1913”  on 
right,  “1913”  on  left  lower  corner,  “1914”  on  right,  and  the  centre  was  en- 
graved as  follows:  “Presented  to  AUGUSTUS  G.  HEATON  as  a token  of 
esteem  and  appreciation  by  his  fellow-members  of  The  New  York  Numismat- 
ic Club  on  his  retirement  from  the  Presidency,  January  first,  Nineteen-four- 
teen.” 

Mr.  Heaton  was  very  much  surprised  and  gratified  with  the  plaque. 

The  annual  election  of  officers  was  then  in  order,  and  the  following 
were  elected:  — 

President — Elliott  Smith,  (by  acclamation). 

Vice-President — A.  R.  Frey,  (unanimous). 

Secretary  and  Treasurer — M.  Wormser,  (unanimous). 

Chairman  Ex-Committee — F.  C.  C.  Boyd,  (unanimous). 

Executive  Committee — Dr.  D.  W.  Valentine,  Geo.  H.  Blake,  and  Thomas 
L.  Elder. 

Membership  Committee — Lyman  H.  Low',  Chairman,  J.  W.  Scott,  and 
Wayte  Raymond. 

Publication  Committee — E.  H.  Adams.  Chairman,  (unanimous),  Dr.  D. 
W.  Valentine,  and  Dr.  Burke. 

Medallic  Art  Committee — A.  G.  Heaton,  Chairman,  (unanimous),  J.  M. 
Swanson,  J.  de  Lagerberg,  E.  T.  Newrell  and  S.  H.  Chapman. 

The  election  was  the  most  exciting  the  Club  ever  held. 


Mr.  J.  cle  Lagerberg  gave  a very  interesting  talk  on  Foreign  and  South 
American  medals. 

Mr.  Geo.  H.  Blake  read  a very  comprehensive  paper  on  the  unusual  de- 
nominations of  paper  money,  as  follows: 

“Something  over  a year  ago  it  was  my  intention  to  present  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  New  York  Numismatic  Club  a rather  lengthy  article  on  some  of 
the  State  bank  notes  of  a by-gone  period. 

The  preparation  of  such  an  article  required  so  much  time  and  research 
that  I have  been  compelled  to  abandon  my  original  idea  and  present  to  you 
merely  an  outline  of  my  intention,  leaving  the  subject  open  for  future  am- 
plification by  anyone  who  may  feel  called  upon  to  do  so. 

To  give  you  an  idea  of  the  time  required  for  a proper  treatment  of  the 
subject,  I should  like  to  say  that  the  meager  information  which  I may  im- 
part in  this  paper  has  required  the  examination  of  over  ten  thousand  bank 
notes  or  references  to  them. 

To  my  mind  bank  note  or  paper  money  collecting  is  more  fascinating 
and  of  more  practical  use,  when  confined  to  the  money  of  today  or  that 
which  is  still  legal  tender.  This  is  especially  true  of  United  States  paper 
money,  of  which  there  are  several  kinds  in  daily  use. 

The  topic  which  I wish  to  call  your  attention  to  now  is  “Some  Unusual 
Denominations  of  State  Bank  Notes.” 

By  unusual  denominations  I mean  such  denominations  as  are  not  in  use 
today,  with  the  exception  of  the  $3.00  note,  which  was  issued  by  many 
banks  from  the  earliest  days  up  to  the  Civil  War  period,  and  notes  of  a de- 
nomination less  than  a dollar.  These  fractional  notes  were  mostly  issued 
by  corporations,  municipalities,  and  private  individuals,  and  are  worthy  of 
separate  treatment  in  another  paper. 

In  banking,  as  in  other  walks  of  business  life,  many  curious  customs 
and  conditions  have  prevailed.  At  least  they  seem  curious  to  us  at  this  day, 
when  we  have  become  accustomed  to  rapid  changes  and  have  behind  us  an 
interesting  and  expanding  history. 

The  custom  to  which  I refer  as  curious  was  that  of  issuing  bank  notes 
ot  wnat  today  would  be  called  odd  denominations.  I have  been  unable  to 
decide  in  my  own  mind  just  what  way  such  denominations  were  mostly 
utilized.  Undoubtedly  there  were  some  reasons  for  their  issue,  because  it 
cost  considerable  money  to  make  a plate  and  print  the  notes  of  all  these 
different  denominations,  and  out-  forefathers  were  not  often  given  to  waste- 
ful methods. 

Possibly  the  price  of  labor  or  some  universally  used  commodities  may 
have  had  something  to  do  with  these  strange  denominations,  and  more 
than  likely  the  scarcity  of  fractional  silver  and  minor  coins  was  a prime 
factor  in  their  issue. 

I have  been  told  by  one  whose  memory  goes  farther  back  than  mine, 
and  whose  knowledge  of  such  matters  I esteem  very  highly,  that  notes  of 
all  denominations  from  $1.00  to  $20.00  have  been  issued  at  some  time  or 
other.  I have  not  seen  them  all,  but  do  know  that  the  following  were  is- 
sued: $1.25,  $1.50,  $1.75,  $2.50,  $4.00,  $6.00,  $7.00,  $8.00,  $9.00,  $11.00, 
$12.00,  $15.00.  In  addition  to  these  I know  of  $25.00,  $30.00,  $250.00, 
$300.00,  $400.00,  $2000.00,  $3000.00,  $5000.00  and  $1  0,000,00  denomina- 
tions, all  unusual. 

It  is  true  that,  many  of  these  bills,  as  well  as  those  of  regular  denom- 
inations, were  no  more  nor  less  than  promissory  notes,  but  they  passed  as 
money,  and  that  was  their  principal  use,  and  excuse,  for  existence. 


My  researches  do  not  extend  back  to  a period  much  more  than  fifty 
years  anterior  to  the  Civil  War.  During  this  period  all  the  above  men- 
tioned denominations,  and  possibly  others,  were  issued. 

In  as  short  space  as  possible,  I will  summarize  what  I have  found  in 
these  unusual  denominations. 


$1.25  notes  were  issued  by 8 banks 

$1.50  “ “ “ “ 9 “ 

$1.75  “ “ “ “ 6 “ 

$2.50  “ “ “ “ 1 “ 

$4.00  “ “ “ “ 21 

$6.00  “ “ “ “ 13  “ 

$7.00  “ “ “ “ 15  “ 

$8.00  “ “ “ “ 12  “ 

$9.00  “ “ “ “ 11 

$11.00  “ 1 “ 

$12.00  “ “ “ “ l..“ 

$15.00  “ “ “ “ 4 “ 

$25.00  “ “ “ “ 7 “ 

$30.00  “ “ “ “ 1 “ 

$250.00  “ “ “ “ 1 “ 

$300.00  “ “ “ “ 1 “ 

$400.00  “ “ “ . 1 “ 

$2,000.00  “ “ “ “ 1 “ 

$3,000.00  “ “ “ “ 1 “ 

$5,000.00  “ “ “ “ 2 “ 

$10,000.00  “ “ “ “ 1 “ 


Total 118  banks 

Although  many  hundreds  or  thousands  of  banks  existed  during  the 
fifty  years  to  which  I have  referred,  less  than  one  hundred  and  twenty  notes 
of  odd  denominations  were  issued  by  them,  so  far  as  I have  been  able  to 
determine.  This  seems  to  me  a very  small  number,  and  I am  forced  to  be- 
lieve that  these  odd  denominations  are  comparatively  scarce,  and  when 
found,  worthy  of  careful  preservation  for  their  historical  and  educational  value. 

We  have  members  in  this  club  who  have  notable  collections  of  State 
bank  notes,  and  I should  be  very  much  pleased  to  have  them  take  up  this 
subject  and  give  paper  money  numismatists  further  light  upon  it. 

Appended,  will  be  found  a list  of  all  the  notes  referred  to  in  the  above 
summary. 


One  Dollar,  Tw  enty-Kive  Cents. 
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Bank  of  the  Commonwealth,  Richmond,  Va. 

Erie  Salt  Co.,  Bank  of  Richmond,  Richmond,  Va. 
Exchange  Bank,  Albion,  111. 

Farmers  Bank  of  New  Jersey,  Mt.  Holly,  N.  J. 
Farmers  & Mechanics  Bank,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Lafayette  Bank,  Boston,  Mass. 

Merchants  Bank,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Vermont  State  Bank,  Burlington,  Vt. 


One  Dollar,  Fifty  Cents. 


Bank  of  the  Commonwealth,  Richmond,  Va. 

Bank  of  the  Manhattan  Co.,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
Bank  of  (he  Union,  Washington,  I).  C. 

East  Bridgewater  Bank.  East  Bridgewater,  Mass. 
Erie  & Kalamazoo  R.  R.  Bank,  Adrian,  Mich. 
Farmers  & Mechanics  Bank,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Mt.  Holly  Bank.  Mt.  Holly.  N.  J. 

Roxbury  Bank,  Roxburv,  Mass. 

Vermont  State  Bank,  Burlington,  Vt. 


One  Dollar,  Seventy-Five  Cents. 


Bank  of  the  Commonwealth,  Richmond,  Va. 

East  Bridgewater  Bank,  East  Bridgewater,  Mass. 
Erie  Salt  Co.,  Bank  of  Richmond,  Richmond,  Va. 
Farmers  & Mechanics  Bank,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Mechanics  & Manufacturers,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Vermont  State  Bank,  Burlington,  Vt. 
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Two  Dollars,  Kitty  fonts. 


Bank  of  the  Commonwealth,  Richmond,  Va. 


Four  Dollars. 


Bank  of  Augusta,  Augusta,  Cfa. 

Bank  of  Cape  Cod,  Harwich,  Mass. 

Bank  of  Cape  Fear  (5  varieties),  Wilmington,  N.  C. 

Bank  of  Charlotte,  Charlotte,  N.  C. 

Bank  of  the  Commonwealth,  Richmond,  Va. 

Bank  of  Florida,  Tallahassee,  Fla. 

Bank  of  Monroe,  Monroe.  Mich. 

Bank  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina  (2  varieties),  Raleigh,  N.  C. 
Bank  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  Charleston,  S.  C. 

Bank  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  Decatur,  Ala. 

Bank  of  Wadesborough  (2  varieties),  Wadesborough,  N.  C. 

Bank  of  Washington  (2  varieties),  Washington,  N.  C. 

Bank  of  Yanceyville,  Yancey ville,  N.  C. 

Centra)  Bank,  Middletown,  Conn. 

Commercial  Bank,  Wilmington,  N.  C. 

Farmers  Bank  of  North  Carolina,  Elizabeth  City,  N.  C. 

Hartford  Bank,  Hartford,  Conn. 

Merchants  Bank,  Newbern,  N.  C. 

Norwich  Bank.  Norwich,  Conn. 

Pawcatuck  Bank,  Pawcatuck,  Conn. 

Stonington  Bank,  Stonington.  Conn. 
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Six  Dollars. 

Bank  of  Cape  Fear,  Wilmington,  N.  C. 

Bank  of  Charlottesville,  Charlottesville,  Va. 

Bank  of  Clarendon,  Fayetteville,  N.  C. 

Bank  of  Wilmington,  Wilmington,  N.  C. 

Bank  of  Scottsville,  Scottsville,  Va. 

Central  Bank  of  Virginia,  Staunton,  Va. 

Exchange  Bank  of  Virginia,  Norfolk,  Va. 

Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia,  Richmond,  Va. 

Farmers  Bank  of  North  Carolina,  Elizabeth  City,  N.  C. 
Merchants  Bank,  Lynchburg,  Va. 

Monticello  Bank,  Charlottesville,  Va. 

People’s  Bank  of  Paterson,  Paterson,  N.  J. 

Phoenix  Bank,  Richmond,  Va. 


Seven  Dollars. 

Bank  of  Cape  Fear.  Wilmington,  N.  C. 

Bank  of  Charleston,  Charleston,  S.  C. 

Bank  of  Charlottesville,  Charlottesville,  Va. 

Bank  of  Clarendon,  Fayetteville,  N.  C. 

Bank  of  Howardsville,  Howardsville,  Va. 

Bank  of  Scottsville,  Scottsville,  Va. 

Bank  of  Wilmington  (2  varieties),  Wilmington,  N.  C. 
Central  Bank  of  Virginia,  Staunton,  Va. 

Exchange  Bank  of  Virginia,  Norfolk,  Va. 

Farmers  Bank  of  North  Carolina,  Elizabeth  City,  N.  C. 


Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia,  Richmond,  Va. 
Merchants  Bank,  Lynchburg,  Va. 

Monticello  Bank,  Charlottesville,  Va. 
People’s  Bank  of  Paterson,  Paterson,  N.  J. 
Phoenix  Bank,  Richmond,  Va. 
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Light  Dollars. 

Bank  of  Cape  Fear,  Wilmington,  N.  C. 

Bank  of  Charlottesville,  Charlottesville,  Va. 

Bank  of  Clarendon,  Fayetteville,  N.  C. 

Bank  of  Howardsville,  Howardsville,  Va. 

Bank  of  Wilmington  (2  varieties),  Wilmington,  N.  C. 
Central  Bank  of  Virginia,  Staunton,  Va. 

Exchange  Bank  of  Virginia,  Norfolk,  Va. 

Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia,  Richmond,  Va. 

Farmers  Bank  of  North  Carolina,  Elizabeth  City,  N.  C. 
Merchants  Bank,  Lynchburg,  Va. 

Monticello  Bank,  Charlottesville,  Va. 

People's  Bank  of  Paterson,  Paterson,  N.  J. 
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Nine  Dollars. 

Bank  of  Cap^  Fear,  Wilmington,  N.  C. 

Bank  of  Charlottesville,  Charlottesville,  Va. 

Bank  of  Scottsville,  Scottsville,  Va. 

Bank  of  Wilmington  (2  varieties),  Wilmington,  N.  C. 
Exchange  Bank  of  Virginia,  Norfolk,  Va. 

Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia,  Richmond,  Va. 
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Marine  Bank,  Portland,  Me. 

Merchants  Bank,  Lynchburg,  Va. 

Miners  Bank,  Pbttsville,  Pa. 

Monticello  Bank,  Charlottesville,  Va. 
People’s  Bank  of  Paterson,  Paterson,  N.  J. 


Twelve  Dollars. 


Highland  Bank,  Newburgh,  N.  Y. 


Fifteen  Dollars. 
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Bank  of  South  County,  Wakefield,  R.  I. 

Bank  of  Vicksburg,  Vicksburg,  Miss. 

Exchange  Bank  of  Virginia  (2  varieties),  Norfolk,  Va. 
Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia,  Richmond,  Va. 


Twenty-Five  Dollars. 

Bank  of  Lowville,  Lowville,  N.  Y. 

Bank  of  Richmond,  Richmond,  Va. 

Bank  of  South  County,  Wakefield,  R.  I. 

Bank  of  Syracuse,  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

Central  Bank,  Middletown,  Conn. 

Mississippi  & Alabama  R.  R.  Co.  (2  varieties),  Brandon,  Miss. 

Planters  Bank  of  Fairfield,  Winnsboro,  S.  C. 

Thirty  Dollars. 

Farmers  Bank  of  Virginia,  Richmond,  Va. 

Two  Hundred  and  Fifty  Dollars. 

Morris  Canal  & Banking  Co.,  Jersey  City,  N.  J. 

Three  Hundred  Dollars. 

Bank  of  New  York,  New  York  City. 

Four  Hundred  Dollars. 

Bank  of  New  York,  New  York  City. 

Two  Thousand  Dollars. 

Morris  Canal  & Banking  Co.,  Jersey  City,  N.  J. 

Three  Thousand  Dollars. 

Morris  Canal  & Banking  Co.,  Jersey  City,  N.  J. 

Five  Thousand  Dollars. 

Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Girard  Bank,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Ten  Thousand  Dollars. 

Girard  Bank,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Just  before  closing  of  the  meeting  the  outgoing  President  and  incom- 
ing President  gave  the  Club  an  agreeable  surprise  in  having  served  to  the 
members  the  famous  Park  Avenue  Hotel  Punch;  then  Mr.  Wormser  to  make 
the  treat  especially  good,  passed  around  a box  of  Havanas. 

The  meeting  was  by  far  the  most  pleasant  and  enjoyable  the  members 
have  ever  attended. 
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OFFICERS  AND  COMMITTEES  1914 


President 
ELLIOTT  SMITH 
Vice  President 
A.  R.  EREY 
Secretary  & Treasurer 
M.  WORMSER 


Executive  Committee 
F.  C.  C.  BOYD,  Chairman 

Dr.  D.  W.  VALENTINE  GEO.  H.  BLAKE  THOMAS  L.  ELDER 


Membership  Committee 
LYMAN  H.  LOW,  Chairman 

J.  W.  SCOTT  WAYTE  RAYMOND 


Publication  ( 'ommittee 

E.  H.  ADAMS,  Chairman 

Dr.  D.  W.  VALENTINE  Dr.  MARTIN  BURKE 


Medal  lie  Art  Committee 
A.  G.  HEATON,  Chairman 

J.  M.  SWANSON  J.  de  LAGERBERG  E.  T.  NEWELL 

S.  H.  CHAPMAN 


Publicity  < ’ommittee 

F.  C.  HIGGINS,  Chairman 

P.  C.  HARTELL  THOMAS  L.  ELDER 


Paper  Money  (’ommittee 
Dr.  D.  W.  VALENTINE,  Chairman 

DAVID  PROSKEY  F.  C.  C.  BOYD  GEORGE  H.  BLAKE 


New  York  Store  Card  (’ommittee 
E.  H.  ADAMS,  Chairman 

BAUMAN  L.  BELDEN  J.  W.  SCOTT 

HOWLAND  WOOD  HENRY  C.  MILLER 


( ’urator 

FRANK  C.  HIGGINS 
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FIRST  REGULAR  MEETING 
January  9,  1914 

President  Smith  made  a short  address,  promising  to  follow  in  the  steps 
of  illustrious  predecessors,  and  asking  the  support  of  all  members  of  the 
Club  in  his  earnest  efforts  for  its  welfare. 

After  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  had  been  read  and  accepted,  an 
informal  report  was  made  by  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

The  membership  committee  reported  favorably  upon  the  application  of 
Mr.  W.  T.  Hammer,  and  its  report  was  accepted,  and  Mr.  Hammer  was 
unanimously  elected  member  of  the  club. 

Mr.  Swanson  called  to  the  attention  of  the  club  the  fact  that  a commit- 
tee was  at  work  in  New  York  City  for  the  purpose  of  celebrating  the  cen- 
tenary of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  which  marked  a hundred  years’  peace  among 
the  English-speaking  nations,  and  which  therefore  was  of  world-wide  im- 
portance. He  suggested  the  desirability  of  the  club  interesting  itself  in 
bringing  about  the  commemoration  of  this  event  in  the  issue,  official  and  un- 
official, of  coins,  stamps,  and  medals. 

A very  generous  offer  was  received  from  Mr.  W.  W.  Bradbeer  to  give 
to  the  club  an  illustrated  lecture  on  the  subject  of  “Confederate  Paper  Mon- 
ey,” and  this  offer  was  seconded  by  an  offer  of  Mr.  Lyman  H.  Low  to  bear 
the  expense  incident  to  this  lecture.  These  offers  were  accepted  with  enthu- 
siasm by  a unanimous  vote  of  the  club,  and  votes  of  thanks  were  made  to 
both  these  gentlemen.  It  was  voted  to  have  this  lecture  given  at  the  next 
meeting  of  the  club. 

The  Executive  Committee  proposed,  and  the  club  voted,  that  a Publicity 
Committee  of  three  members  be  appointed  by  the  President  for  the  year 
1914,  and  the  following  committee  was  so  appointed:- — F.  C.  Higgins,  Chair- 
man; P.  Hartell,  and  Thomas  L.  Elder. 

Upon  a similar  vote  the  President  appointed  a Paper  Money  Committee 
of  four,  composed  of  members  Valentine,  Boyd,  Proskey,  and  Blake. 

The  President  likewise  appointed  a New  York  Store  Card  Committee  of 
five,  composed  of  the  following  members:  Messrs.  Adams,  Belden,  J.  W. 
Scott,  Wood,  and  Miller. 

It  was  further  moved  that  the  President  should  appoint  a Curator, 
whose  duties  should  be  to  take  care  of  the  properties  of  the  club,  and  Mr. 
Frank  C.  Higgins  was  so  appointed. 

The  Executive  Committee  further  submitted  a report  recommending  the 
creation  of  a special  class  of  corresponding  members,  consisting  of  the  Di- 
rector, Superintendents,  and  Curators  of  the  Mints  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  Director  of  the  Bureau  of  Engraving,  and  also  certain  officers  of  foreign 
mints  so  long  as  they  remain  in  office;  such  corresponding  members  to  be 
designated  by  the  Executive  Committee,  and  to  be  exempt  from  the  payment 
of  dues  and  to  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  the  club,  except  voting.  As 
this  recommendation  was  in  the  nature  of  an  amendment  to  the  By-Laws, 
action  was  put  over  until  the  next  meeting. 

The  Executive  Committee  also  submitted  the  following  articles  amend- 
ing the  Constitution:  — 

Article  X.  Whenever  a vote  or  resolution  of  the  club  calls  for  the  ex- 
penditure of  money  for  any  purpose,  the  amount  of  money  so  to  be  expend- 
ed shall  be  expressly  stated. 

Article  V.  Section  2.  Second  line  to  read  “A  Membership  Committee 
composed  of  five  members.” 
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Article  VII.  Page  8,  lines  20,  21  and  22. — Strike  out  “At  the  annual 
meeting  any  members  absent  can  send  proxies  to  be  voted  at  the  annual 
election.” 

It  was  moved  that  the  Medallic  Art  Committee  be  requested  to  offer 
designs  for  a seal  and  emblem  for  the  club  in  place  of  the  present  one  used. 
This  resolution  brought  forth  some  very  lively  discussion,  in  which  Members 
Higgins,  Proskey,  Valentine,  Heaton,  Swanson,  Smith,  Hartell,  and  Boyd 
took  active  part.  It  was  brought  out  that  the  club  really  had  no  official  seal, 
but  only  an  emblem.  The  champions  of  the  present  emblem  defended  it  on 
the  grounds  of  history,  traditions  surrounding  it,  and  its  associations  with 
the  development  of  the  club.  The  principal  objection  to  it  was  that  it  was 
not  sufficiently  artistic.  It  was  decided  that  this  would  be  a proper  activity 
for  the  Medallic  Art  Committee,  and  that  no  action  need  be  taken  until  the 
committee  might  submit  some  better  and  more  attractive  design. 

Ex-President  Heaton  arose  and  made  a grateful  address,  at  the  end  of 
which  he  surprised  the  members  of  the  club  by  presenting  to  them  an  oil 
painting  of  the  first  President  of  the  club,  Mr.  Frank  C.  Higgins,  painted  by 
Mr.  Heaton  himself,  and  which  by  comparison  with  the  original,  who  was 
present,  could  be  verified  as  a speaking  likeness. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Club  was  authorized  to  take  steps  towards  a cen- 
sus of  the  members  in  regard  to  their  particular  fields  of  collecting,  so  that 
the  knowledge  of  what  each  member  was  interested  in  might  be  a guide  for 
making  up  the  programme  at  the  meetings,  and  so  that  every  collecting  in- 
terest should  be  represented  in  the  activities  of  the  club. 

The  Executive  Committee  was  empowered  to  take  action  in  regard  to 
“Ladies’  Dinner  Night,”  and  was  instructed  to  report  at  the  next  meeting. 

The  President  then  welcomed  special  guests,  among  whom  was  Member 
Senft,  who  had  not  been  present  at  the  meetings  for  some  time  past.  It  was 
suggested  that  in  future  there'  should  be  no  more  set  topics  for  exhibits  at 
the  meetings,  but  that  members  should  bring  their  acquisitions  of  coins 
during  the  past  month,  so  that  members  should  be  interested  and  become 
acquainted  with  each  other’s  collections. 

The  application  for  membership  was  received  in  behalf  of  Mr.  S.  G. 
Purdy,  3 7 West  Forty-second  Street,  and  referred  to  the  Membership  Com- 
mittee. 

The  business  part  of  the  meeting  then  adjourned  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
amining exhibits  as  follows: 

By  Mr.  Proskey — Syracuse  half  stater  in  gold,  with  tripod  altar;  gold 
ducat  of  Leopold  the  Great,  1689,  bearing  his  laureated,  draped  armored 
bust  facing  right,  the  reverse  showing  a draped,  jeweled  bust  with  elaborate 
headdress,  facing  left,  of  Eleanora.  the  emblem  of  fir  cone  indicating  Augs- 
burg mint;  denarius  of  the  Emperor  Probus  of  Rome,  bearing  his  portrait 
facing  left  with  radiated  crown  and  decorated  armor,  the  Roman  eagle  as  a 
sceptre  or  array  standard  held  in  his  right  hand;  reverse  shows  Security, 
standing,  rests  against  a pedestal,  cruciform  star,  or  sun,  in  field,  the  legend 
SECLJRIT  PERP;  also  a lot  of  bronze  coins  bearing  the  various  very  fine 
portraits,  in  several  sizes,  of  Constantine  the  Great. 

By  Mr.  Hidden — A store  card  of  the  die  engraving  firm  of  Bale 
Smith  of  New  York  City.  This  shows  on  the  obverse  Washington,  on  horse- 
back, with  the  reverse  inscription,  in  eleven  lines,  as  follows:  “BALE  & 
SMITH,  Engravers  & Die  Cutters,  (5  8 Nassau  Street,  Plates  & Rolls  for  Em- 
bossing, Dies  & Seals  of  Every  Description.  N.  YORK.”  In  white  metal. 
This  piece  is  described  under  the  number  of  8 in  the  list  of  New^  York  store 


cards  recently  published  by  the  New  York  Numismatic  Club.  The  same  de- 
sign is  also  known  in  copper.  Mr.  Hidden  also  showed  another  piece  from 
the  same  establishment,  bearing  an  obverse  from  the  same  die  as  the  fore- 
going, but  the  reverse  shows  the  inscription,  CARRY  ME  TO  ATWOOD’S 
RAILROAD  HOTEL.  24  3 BOWERY,  AND  MY  FACE  IS  GOOD  FOR  3 
CENTS.  This  piece  was  in  copper,  and  is  No.  6 in  the  above-mentioned  list. 
The  same  design  is  also  known  in  brass  and  white  metal,  on  large  and  small 
planchets.  Also  a variety  of  the  Loomis  store  cards  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  this 
being  the  same  as  that  illustrated  on  Page  8 7 of  The  Numismatist  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1913.  in  the  article  on  the  Loomis  store  cards  written  by  General 
Secretary  Moore.  This  variety  has  six  stars  above  the  eagle. 

Mr.  Newell — Gold  stater  struck  by  Seleucus  I.  of  Syria  between  305  and 
280  B.  C.  This  stater  bears  the  well-known  types  of  Alexander  the  Great, 
but  in  place  of  Alexander’s  name  Seleucus  substituted  his  own.  Also  silver 
tetradrachm  of  medallic  nature  struck  by  Heliokles,  King  of  Bactria  and 
Northern  India,  in  honor  of  his  wife  Laodice  and  his  father  Eucratides.  The 
obverse  shows  the  busts  and  inscriptions  of  Heliokles  and  his  wife,  the  re- 
verse the  helmeted  bust- of  Eucratides.  An  exceedingly  rare  coin,  only  three 
or  four  specimens  being  known.  This  particular  one  seems  to  be  an  unpub- 
lished variety  as  to  the  monogram,  behind  the  accolated  busts  on  the  obverse. 

Mr.  Wood — A Peruvian  dollar,  counterstamped  MANILA  18  28,  used 
during  the  siege;  Ceylon,  24,  48,  and  96  stuivers,  silver;  six  Portuguese 
India  rupees  of  the  eighteenth  century,  rude  and  poorly  struck;  a Portuguese 
India  Pardao  and  two  half-rupees;  three  specimens  of  fish  hook  money  from 
Ceylon;  the  rare  Fort  Marlboro  two-Sukoo  piece,  issued  by  the  English  in 
Sumatra,  and  the  rare  Puloo  Penang  silver  pieces. 

Mr.  Frey— -Four  gold  coins  struck  by  the  Grand  Masters  of  the  Island 
of  Malta.  They  were  the  zecchino  of  Joannes  de  la  Yalette,  (1557-1568), 
the  five  and  ten  scudi  of  Emanuel  Pinto,  175  6,  and  the  ten  scudi  of  Fran- 
cisco Ximenez,  177  3.  All  of  the  specimens  were  in  a beautiful  state  of 
preservation. 

By  Mr.  Boyd — A collection  of  New  York  broken  bank  bills,  handsomely 
mounted  in  a novel  and  very  original  album,  which  permitted  the  inspection 
of  both  sides  of  the  bill.  Notable  among  these  was  a one-dollar  bill  of  the 
Chemeial  Bank  of  New  York  City,  1861,  in  uncirculated  condition,  and  a 
number  of  very  rare  one  and  two-dollar  bills  of  National  Banks  of  New  York 
City,  in  extremely  fine  condition. 

By  Mr.  Wormser — Ducat  of  Clemens  Wenzel,  Bishop  of  Freising  and 
Regensburg,  1 765;  ducat  of  Memmingen,  17  30,  commemorating  jubilee  of 
the  Augsburg  Confession. 

By  Mr.  Reilly — A colonial  imitation  of  one  of  the  early  copper  coins  of 
the  Island  of  Java  with  a hole  in  the  center  and  curious  figures  on  the  edge. 

By  Mr.  Smith — A very  fine  collection  of  rare  United  States  gold  coins 
and  aluminum  and  copper  patterns  of  gold  coins. 


SECOND  REGULAR  MEETING 
February  12,  1914 

The  following  guests  were  present:  Messrs.  W.  W.  Bradbeer,  Mt.  Ver- 
non, N.  Y.;  G.  C.  Gehring,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.;  Wm.  H.  Harding,  New  York 
City,  and  Dr.  Feith,  Frankfort  Am  Main. 

The  President  started  the  meeting  by  welcoming  the  guests,  especially 
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Mr.  Braclbeer  and  Dr.  Feith.  The  reading  of  the  minutes  of  the  last  meet- 
ing was  dispensed  with. 

The  following  amendments  to  the  Constitution,  which  were  previously 
submitted  by  the  Executive  Committee,  were  carried:  Article  X,  “Whenever 
a vote  or  resolution  of  the  Club  calls  for  “the  expenditure  of  money  for  any 
purpose,  the  amount  of  money  so  to  be  expended  shall  be  expressly  stated.” 

Article  V,  Section  2,  second  line  to  read:  “A  Membership  Committee 
composed  of  five  (5)  members”.  The  amendment  to  article  7,  page  8,  lines 
20,  21  and  2 2,  was  laid  over,  to  be  acted  on  at  the  next  meeting. 

Mr.  Valentine,  for  the  Paper  Money  Committee,  reported  that  the  com- 
mittee had  looked  over  two  collections,  and  was  making  progress. 

Mr.  Adams,  for  the  Store  Card  Committee,  reported  that  they  had  found 
several  new  varieties  to  be  added  to  the  official  list  as  follows:  A series  of 
New  York  store  cards,  issued  by  J.  W.  Scott  & Co.  of  New  York  City  in 
1876,  which  represent  varieties  that  are  not  mentioned  in  the  list  of  store 
cards  published  recently  by  the  New  York  Numismatic  Club.  They  are  as 
follows: 

Obverse.  “100  Y’rs  of  Nat.  Ind.  16  Y’rs  [ Business  in  j Coins  & Stamps 
| — * — ! J.  W.  Scott  & Co.  | 146  Fulton  St.  N.  Y.” 

Rev.  “Liberty  Bell”  17  76  The  Liberty  Bell.  Size  14%.  Brass.  (This 
is  the  same  design  as  No.  2 6 0a  in  the  above  mentioned  list,  but  is  in  brass 
instead  of  white  metal.) 

Obv.  Same  as  foregoing.  Rev.  “The  Birthplace  of  Liberty  Indepen- 
dence Hall  View  of  Independence  Hall,  Philadelphia,  beneath  which  is 

“July  4,  17  76.”  Size  14  14  • Brass.  Copper.  (Both  of  these  are  new  metal 
varieties.  The  design  is  the  same  as  No.  260b,  but  the  latter  is  in  white 
metal. ) 

Obv.  Same  as  foregoing.  Rev.  “Continental  1776-1876”.  A soldier  in 
the  uniform  of  the  Continental  troops  holding  a musket,  advancing  left. 
Size  1 4 y2.  Brass.  (This  is  the  same  as  No.  2 6 0c  in  the  list,  but  there  only 
mentioned  in  white  metal.) 

Obv.  Same  as  foregoing.  Rev.  Reduction  of  the  “Libertas  American” 
medal  as  described  in  No.  314.  Size,  14%.  Brass,  Copper.  (The  same  de- 
sign as  No.  2 6 0d,  but  the  latter  is  in  white  metal,  and  neither  of  the  two 
varieties  herein  mentioned  are  shown  in  the  list.) 

Obv.  Same  as  foregoing.  Rev.  a view  of  Carpenter’s  Hall,  Philadelphia, 
with  the  inscription  “Carpenter’s  Hall.  Phila,  First  Congress  Sep.  5,  1774.” 
Size,  14%.  Brass.  (This  design  is  not  mentioned  in  the  list  of  New  York 
store  cards  in  any  metal.) 

It  was  then  voted  to  incorporate  the  following  report  of  the  open  even- 
ing which  the  American  Numismatic  Society  arranged  for  the  entertainment 
of  the  New  York  Numismatic  Club  in  the  present  minutes. 

The  American  Numismatic  Society  on  Monday  evening,  Feb.  9,  1914, 
extended  to  the  members  of  the  New  York  Numismatic  Club  the  courtesy  of 
its  club  house,  and  arranged  for  a special  exhibition  of  the  large  collection 
of  United  States  coins  which  was  then  on  public  exhibition,  so  that  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Club  might  have  the  opportunity  of  a special  inspection  of  this 
exhibition.  The  Club  turned  out  a good  sized  attendance,  the  following 
members  being  present:  Messrs.  Adams,  Belden,  Blake,  Boyd,  DeLagerberg, 
Elder,  Heaton,  Kohler,  Proskey,  Scott,  J.  W.  Smith,  Valentine,  Wood,  and 
Wormser. 

Messi's.  Browning  and  Harding  were  present  as  new  members. 

The  evening  was  a thoroughly  enjoyable  one,  and  the  efforts  of  the 
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officers  of  the  society  in  getting  together  such  a splendid  exhibition  were 
universally  admired.  A very  fine  buffet  supper  was  served  at  the  close  of 
the  evening. 

The  New  York  Numismatic  Club  wishes  to  incorporate  this  record  in  its 
minutes  and  with  it  a special  vote  of  thanks  to  the  American  Numismatic 
Society  for  its  courtesy  in  inviting  and  so  well  entertaining  the  New  York 
Numismatic  Club. 

The  Secretary  reported  the  receipt  from  Mr.  Mehl  of  a copy  of  The 
Numismatic  Monthly. 

The  Secretary  read  letters  from  Mr.  Archer  M.  I-Iuntington,  Honorary 
Member  of  the  Club,  in  which  he  regretted  his  inability  to  be  present  at 
this  meeting,  and  expressed  his  good  wishes  for  the  success  of  the  Club. 

The  Treasurer  reported  on  the  State  of  the  Treasury. 

The  Executive  Committee  reported  that  the  annual  Ladies  Dinner  would 
be  held  on  the  third  Thursday  in  April. 

The  Executive  Committee  was  also  authorized  to  advertise  the  Heaton 
Medals  and  the  Store  Card  Books  in  The  Numismatist. 

Applications  were  received  from  the  following  for  membership  in  the 
Club:  Messrs.  W.  W.  Bradbeer,  Mt.  Vernon,  N.  Y. ; A.  W.  Browning,  New 
York  City;  L.  V.  Case,  Tarrytown,  N.  Y.;  G.  C.  Gehring,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ; 
W.  H.  Harting,  New  York  City;  Adolph  Hess  Nachf,  Frankfort,  Germany; 
H.  C.  Hines,  Newark,  N.  J.,  and  C.  R.  S.  Leckie,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

The  Executive  Committee  was  instructed  to  revise  the  official  copy  of 
the  Constitution,  By-Laws  and  membership  list,  and  to  bring  same  up  to 
date,  incorporating  all  changes  and  additions  that  had  been  made  since  the 
last  copy  had  been  printed.  The  Secretary  reported  with  great  regret  the 
death  of  Member  Ben  G.  Green,  and  Mr.  Adams  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion : 


Whereas,  in  the  death  of  Mr.  Ben  G.  Green  the  numismatic  fraternity 
in  general,  and  the  New  York  Numismatic  Club  in  particular,  has  lost  a 
much-beloved  fellow  worker;  one  who  had  many  warm  personal  friends  in 
this  organization,  who  deeply  valued  his  many  virtues  and  splendid  qualities 
of  fellowship,  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  that  the  New  York  Numismatic  Club  hereby  expresses  its 
keen  sorrow  at  the  taking  away  of  its  valued  associate;  and  that  it  extends 
its  sincerest  sympathy  to  the  bereaved  family  in  their  great  loss. 

Resolved,  that  these  resolutions  be  placed  upon  a separate  page  of  the 
minutes  of  the  Club,  and  that  a copy  be  sent  to  the  family  of  our  deceased 
member. 

This  resolution  was  carried  by  rising  vote,  and  the  Secretary  was  in- 
structed to  communicate  this  resolution  to  Mrs.  Green. 

The  following  exhibits  were  shown:  By  Mr.  Senft — A series  of  coins  of 
Alsace  and  Lorraine,  among  them  some  very  rare  coins  of  the  town  of 
Hagenau. 

The  Club  then  adjourned  to  the  banquet  hall  of  the  Park  Avenue  Hotel, 
where  Mr.  W.  W.  Bradbeer  gave  an  extremely  interesting  lecture  on  “Con- 
federate Paper  Currency.”  The  lecture  was  illustrated  by  some  forty  or 
fifty  lantern  slides  which  showed  some  very  rare  paper  issues  of  the  Confed- 
eracy and  gave  the  audience  a great  deal  of  historical  information  in  con- 
nection with  the  subject  with  which  they  had  been  entirely  unfamiliar. 

Mr.  Bradbeer  gave  especially  interesting  and  valuable  information  in 
regard  to  the  early  issues;  the  laws  passed  on  the  subject  by  the  several 
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States,  and  the  Congress  of  the  Confedercay;  the  printing  of  notes;  and  the 
allegories  and  the  pictures  represented  on  the  notes;  and  on  the  astound- 
ing total  volume  of  paper  money  so  issued. 

Altogether,  the  lecture  provided  one  of  the  most  interesting  evenings 
spent  by  the  New  York  Numismatic  Club,  and  great  appreciation  was  gen- 
erally expressed  for  Mr.  Low’s  and  Mr.  Bradbeer’s  efforts  in  providing  such 
a successful  meeting. 


THIRD  REGULAR  MEETING 
March  18,  1914 

After  the  reading  of  the  minutes,  the  amendment  of  the  constitution, 
reported  by  the  Executive  Committee  at  the  January  meeting,  was  taken  up, 
and  Article  4,  Section  5,  of  the  by-laws  was  amended  by  a vote  of  the  Club, 
to  contain  the  following  addition:  — 

“Corresponding  members  shall  consist  of  the  Directors,  Superintendents 
and  Curators  of  the  mints  of  the  United  States;  the  Director  of  the  Bureau 
of  Engraving  and  Printing;  also  certain  officers  of  foreign  mints,  so  long  as 
they  shall  remain  in  office;  such  corresponding  members  are  to  be  designated 
by  the  Executive  Committee,  and  shall  be  exempt  from  the  payment  of  dues, 
and  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  the  Club,  except  voting.” 

The  other  amendment  to  the  by-laws,  previously  reported  amending 
Article  7,  Page  8,  Lines  20,  21  and  22,  to  strike  out,  “At  the  annual  meet- 
ing any  members  absent  can  send  proxies  to  be  voted  at  the  annual  elec- 
tion,” was  passed  by  a vote  of  the  Club. 

Dr.  Valentine  in  behalf  of  the  Paper  Money  Committee  reported  that  the 
Committee  had  listed  everything  up  to  the  “red  backs”  of  the  third  issue,  be- 
ing forty-four  varieties  and  ninety-seven  sub-varieties. 

The  Store  Card  Committee  reported  additional  numbers  which  had  been 
listed,  and  which  were  shown  among  the  evening’s  exhibits,  and  are  de- 
scribed there  in  detail. 

By  appointment  of  the  President,  Messrs.  Kohler  and  Proskey  were 
added  to  fill  the  new  places  on  the  Membership  Committee. 

The  Secretary  reported  the  receipt  of  a letter  from  Mrs.  Green,  acknowl- 
edging receipt  of  resolution  passed  at  the  last  meeting,  which  was  ordered 
spread  upon  the  minutes. 

The  letter  caused  several  of  the  members  present  to  again  express  their 
sorrow  at  Mr.  Green’s  death,  with  reminiscences  of  his  personality  and  ac- 
tivities. 

The  Treasurer  presen teu  an  miormal  report. 

The  Secretary  reported  that  he  had  sent  out  circulars  requesting  infor- 
mation for  the  census  of  the  members,  and  that  he  was  receiving  gratifying 
replies.  He  urged  all  members  to  reply  promptly  if  they  had  not  already 
done  so.  He  also  suggested  that  members  give  him  the  names  of  collectors 
who  might  be  interested  in  the  work  of  the  Club,  so  that  they  might  receive 
officially  invitation  to  the  meetings. 

The  Executive  Committee  reported  that  they  had  engaged  the  Gold 
Room  at  Park  Avenue  Hotel  for  the  annual  dinner  to  be  held  on  April  23. 
The  members  were  urged  to  bring  ladies  to  the  dinner. 

The  Membership  Committee  reported  favorably  on  the  applications  re- 
ceived at  the  last  meeting,  and  the  Secretary  was  instructed  to  cast  one 
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ballot  for  the  election  of  the  following  new  members: — W.  W.  Bradbeer,  A. 
W.  Browning,  L.  V.  Case,  L.  C.  Gehring,  W.  H.  Hurting,  Adolph  I-Iess-Nachf, 
H.  C.  Hines,  and  C.  R.  S.  Reekie. 

Mr.  De  Lagerberg,  in  behalf  of  the  Medallic  Art  Committee,  addressed 
the  Club  on  the  very  interesting  “Lucky  Penny”  of  Denmark,  which  was 
among  the  exhibits  of  the  evening.  Mr.  De  Lagerberg’s  remarks  on  this 
“Lucky  Penny”  were  as  follows:  — 

“The  penny  bears  the  profile  of  the  queen  on  the  obverse,  and  on  the 
reverse  the  word  ‘luck’  with  space  to  engrave  the  name  underneath.  The 
penny  is  struck  at  the  mint,  and  is  intended  to  bring  luck  to  the  family  as 
well  as  the  baby  upon  the  advent  of  each  child.  At  the  birth  of  each  child 
the  midwife  presents  the  child's  father  with  the  coin,  who  pays  any  price  he 
chooses,  so  that  even  the  poorest  child  is  enabled  to  acquire  this  penny.  The 
average  income  of  these  ‘Lucky  Pennies’  is  one  crown,  about  25  cents  in 
United  States  money.  Each  of  the  800  midwives  who  have  the  ‘Lucky  Pen- 
ny’ for  sale  is  supplied  with  blanks  on  which  to  make  monthly  reports.  The 
idea  of  the  ‘Lucky  Penny’  originated  with  Postmaster  Holbell,  of  Charlotten- 
lund,  Denmark,  who  wished  to  assist  the  needy  blind,  and  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  these  pennies  are  devoted  to  the  furtherance  of  their  interests  by 
the  establishment  of  hospitals,  etc.  The  movement  has  now  spread  from 
Denmark  to  Norway  and  Sweden.  The  ‘Lucky  Pennies’  were  first  struck  at 
the  Royal  Mint  of  Denmark  and  were  made  of  pure  bronze,  which  soon  tar- 
nished; therefore,  the  coin  was  supplanted  by  one  consisting  of  durable  gilt, 
of  which  70,000  have  so  far  been  struck.” 

The  baby  pennies  produced  some  discussion,  during  which  Mr.  Swanson 
pointed  out  that  a similar  movement  was  now  taking  place  in  the  United 
States,  as  evidenced  by  baby  shows  and  contests  held  in  various  cities,  at 
which  very  substantial  and  handsome  medals  were  given  away  to  various 
prize  winning  babies. 

Mr.  Smith  then  addressed  remarks  of  welcome  to  Mr.  H.  O.  Granberg, 
expressing  the  pleasure  of  the  New  York  Numismatic  Club  at  seeing  him  in 
our  midst;  to  which  Mr.  Granberg  replied  expressing  an  equal  pleasure  at 
being  present. 

Mr.  Frey  presented  to  the  Club  a copy  of  “Catalogue  of  Lantern  Slides 
and  Negatives  Belonging  to  the  Royal  Numismatic  Society,”  which  he  ex- 
plained the  Society  was  sending  out  to  be  used  in  lectures  on  the  subject  of 
numismatics. 

The  Club  also  received  a copy  of  the  March  number  of  Meliks  Numis- 
matic Monthly,  and  a copy  of  the  “International  Stamp  and  Coin  Collector’s 
and  Dealers  Address  Book”  from  Mr.  E.  W.  Heusinger;  also  a copy  of  the 
very  handsome  catalogue  of  the  “Exhibitions  of  United  States  and  Colonial 
Coins,”  January  and  February,  1914,  by  The  American  Numismatic  Society. 

Mr.  Frey  proposed  that  the  Club  consider  a proposition  to  establish  life 
membership,  which  was  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee  for  considera- 
tion. 

Mr.  Granberg  was  presented,  on  behalf  of  the  Club,  with  a copy  of  the 
Heaton  Medal,  as  a memento -of  his  visit  to  New  York  and  this  particular 
meeting. 

Mr.  Wood,  on  behalf  of  the  American  Numismatic  Society,  called  atten- 
tion to  the  exhibition  now  open  at  the  Society’s  building  of  United  States 
paper  money,  extending  invitation  to  all  of  the  members  to  visit  it,  as  well 
as  to  exhibit  any  of  their  interesting  specimens  there. 

The  Secretary  acknowledged  receipt  of  a circular  sent  by  Mr.  A.  L. 
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Cowell,  Field  Secretary  for  California,  in  reference  to  the  Panama-Pacific 
Exposition  to  be  held  at  San  Francisco  in  1915,  inviting  any  conventions  to 
be  held  to  the  exposition. 

A very  interesting  letter  was  read  from  Mr.  Elder,  describing  the  his- 
tory of  the  family  of  Raoul  de  Guichainville,  which  at  one  time  was  very 
prominent  in  the  science  and  knowledge  of  numismatics. 

Mr.  Wakeley  was  welcomed  by  the  President  as  guest,  and  replied  by 
giving  some  interesting  information  in  regard  to  his  collection  of  large  Unit- 
ed States  cents,  which  was  almost  complete. 

The  exhibits  of  the  evening  were  as  follows: 

Mr.  De  Lagerberg — “Lucky  Penny”  as  described  above. 

Dr.  Valentine — Ten  dollar  United  States  refunding  note,  compound  in- 
terest note,  and  a set  of  eleven  “satirical”  notes  corresponding  to  the  metal 
store  cards. 

Mr.  Boyd — A set  of  store  cards  reported  on  as  above  by  the  Store  card 
Committee,  same  being  as  follows:  — 

J.  W.  Scott — 

26  0 — A.  Copper,  not  listed  in  New  York  Store  Card  List. 

26  0 — C.  Copper,  not  listed  in  New  York  Store  Card  List. 

260 — E.  new  variety,  obverse  bearing  “Arms  of  New  York,”  reverse 
same  as  2 6 0-A,  in  brass  and  white  metal. 

T.  Brimelow,  Druggist,  432  3rd  Avenue,  N.  Y.  City. 

34 — A.  obverse  same  as  reverse  35;  reverse  same  as  reverse  34.  Nickel. 

34 —  B.  obverse  same  as  reverse  33;  reverse  same  as  reverse  34.  Nickel 

and  copper. 

35 —  B.  obverse  same  as  reverse  35;  reverse  same  as  reverse  33.  Copper. 

Mr.  Boyd  also  exhibited  a pattern  $10.  gold  piece  in  bronze,  1855, 

Adams  and  Woodin  19  3. 

Mr.  Adams  exhibited  a Central  American  proclamation  piece  of  1789, 
struck  in  Guatemala,  showing  San  Iago  riding  over  the  mountains  of  Agua 
and  Fuego. 

By  Mr.  Swanson — Plaque  commemorating  the  Golden  Jubilee  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias,  showing  the  portrait  of  the  founder  of  the  Society,  J.  H. 
Rathbone,  and  the  present  Supreme  Chancellor,  T.  J.  Carling,  struck  in 
1914,  in  bronze. 

By  Mr.  Kohler — A rupee  of  Baroda,  showing  the  Rajah’s  head  on  the 
obverse;  several  Canadian  tokens;  a Mexican  dollar  counterstamped  for 
Havana,  and  a one-pound  note  of  the  Macclesfield  Bank. 


FOURTH  REGULAR  MEETING 
April  10,  1014 

After  the  reading  of  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting,  the  Secretary  sub- 
mitted the  report  of  the  census  taken  as  follows:  “Replies  were  received 
from  twenty-four  members,  representing,  with  the  size  of  some  collections 
estimated,  a total  of  at  least  fifty-two  thousand  specimens.” 

Most  of  the  reports  showed  that  members  of  the  Club  had  been  inter- 
ested in  collecting  coins  for  a great  many  years,  the  average  age  of  the  col- 
lections being  twenty-five  years.  The  distribution  of  the  collecting  interests 
of  those  reporting  was  as  follows:  “Two  are  interested  in  United  States  paper 
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money,  two  in  fractional  currency,  one  in  United  States  colonial,  three  in 
United  States  gold,  one  in  United  States  silver,  and  two  in  United  States  in 
general.  Two  members  have  a general  collection;  one  collects  gold  in  gen- 
eral; three  are  interested  in  ancient  coins,  one  in  British,  two  in  medals, 
four  in  Oriental  and  Mohammedan,  two  in  Napoleonic  coins  and  medals,  one 
in  German,  one  in  church  tokens,  one  in  siege  pieces,  one  in  coins  of  Ohio, 
two  in  portrait  coins,  two  in  American  other  than  United  States. 

In  reply  to  the  inquiry  as  to  the  members’  willingness  to  address  the 
club,  eleven  out  of  twenty-four  replying  expressed  themselves  as  willing  to 
make  addresses,  and  suggested  subjects  which  will  be  referred  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  for  action  in  making  up  future  programmes.  The  Secre- 
tary expressed  regret  at  not  having  received  more  replies.  The  report  of 
the  Secretary  was  accepted. 

The  Secretary  called  the  attention  of  the  Club  to  the  bulletins  of  the 
New  York  Library,  which  in  their  numbers  of  December,  1913,  and  January, 
February,  and  April,  1914,  contained  a complete  list  of  the  books  in  the 
possession  of  the  library  on  the  subject  of  numismatics,  and  which  would 
prove  very  valuable  to  any  one  interested  in  the  subject,  who  needed  refer- 
ence books. 

Mr.  Smith  suggested  that  members  of  the  Club  exert  their  influence  to 
the  end  that  public  libraries  should  carry  more  reference  books  on  the  sub- 
ject of  numismatics  than  they  now  do. 

The  Executive  Committee  reported  that  the  arrangements  for  the  din- 
ner were  well  under  way. 

Mr.  De  Lagerberg  called  attention  to  the  activities  of  Representative 
Hill  in  Congress,  in  behalf  of  the  issue  of  official  Panama  Exhibition  Medals, 
which  were  to  be  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States  Treasury  for  the 
specific  purpose  of  adding  to  the  coin  collection  of  the  treasury  in  Philadel- 
phia from  the  proceeds  of  their  sale. 

Mr.  Swanson  called  attention  to  two  bronze  medals  recently  issued,  one 
to  commemorate  the  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of 
New  York  State  of  the  Knights  Templar,  showing  the  portrait  of  DeWitt 
Clinton  and  the  present  Grand  Commander,  the  seal  of  the  State,  and  the  in- 
signit  of  the  Commandery.  The  other  medal  is  one  which  was  presented  to 
the  survivors  of  the  Andersonville  prison  from  New  York  State  on  the  occa- 
sion of  the  unveiling  of  the  New  York  Statue  at  Andersonville,  Ga. 

Dr.  Valentine  read  a newspaper  article  giving  a very  novel  explanation 
of  the  word  Dixie,  as  referring  to  the  South.  The  word  Dixie  in  accordance 
with  this  theory  is  derived  from  the  ten-dollar  bills  of  the  Citizen’s  Bank  of 
New  Orleans  which  were  very  popular  owing  to  the  high  standing  of  the 
bank,  and  which  bore  the  French  word  “Dix”  on  their  face,  and  those  bills 
were  commonly  known  as  “Dixie.”  Mississippi  therefore  is  the  land  of  the 
Dixie,  and  this  term  was  applied  to  the  entire  South. 

Attention  was  called  to  the  fact,  which  had  not  been  known  before,  that 
Mr.  Lyman  H.  Low  at  the  February  meeting  had  personally  taken  upon  him- 
self the  expense  of  decorating  the  table  with  flowers,  and  a special  vote  of 
thanks  was  extended  to  him  for  his  generosity. 

Mr.  Belden  called  attention  to  the  exhibit  of  paper  money  now  held  at 
the  American  Numismatic  Society,  which  was  described  by  members  of  the 
Club  as  the  finest  and  first  and  only  exhibition  of  United  States  paper  money. 

President  Smith  then  extended  a hearty  welcome  to  Mr.  W.  W.  C.  Wil- 


son  of  Montreal,  Canada,  whose  presence  at  the  meeting  gave  all  the  mem- 
bers great  pleasure. 

The  exhibits  of  the  evening  comprised  the  following: 

By  Mr.  Wood — Twenty-one  Tibetan  Tankas,  two  Spanish-American  pesos 
counterstamped  for  Sumanap  in  Java;  five  Zodiacal  rupees  of  Jehangir  of 
India;  four  silver  and  one  gold  coin  of  Java,  eleventh  century,  showing  a 
strong  resemblance  to  early  Greek  coins. 

By  Mr.  Elder — A unique  and  very  rare  18  02  half-cent  with  the  reverse 
of  the  1800  cent. 

By  Mr.  Blake — A specimen  of  one  of  the  first  issued  $20  gold  certifi- 
cates, serial  No.  A 6 of  the  first  design,  showing  the  seal  in  red  and  “$20  in 
gold  coin”  printed  yellow.  Also  $1  and  $5  bank  notes  issued  by  the  Bank  of 
North  America  of  Philadelphia,  the  oldest  National  Bank  in  the  United 
States,  having  been  chartered  by  Congress  in  1781.  It  is  the  only  National 
Bank  which  is  permitted  to  omit  the  word  “National”  from  its  title. 

By  Mr.  Boyd — A series  of  Grant  political  medals,  eleven  in  silver,  five 
in  copper,  one  in  lead,  tv/o  in  white  metal,  one  in  rubber,  two  in  brass,  and 
two  in  bronze.  Also  fifty-two  different  J.  A.  Bolen  cards  issued  in  Spring- 
field,  Mass.,  in  white  metal,  brass,  copper  and  bronze,  including  mules. 

By  Mr.  Kohler — A new  Tibetan  rupee  with  the  India  rupee  of  1862, 
with  portrait  of  Queen  Victoria,  for  comparison,  showing  very  close  resem- 
blance; a Quang  Tung  2 0c  piece  (copied  from  the  Straits  Settlements  2 0c 
piece;)  a memento  20c  piece  of  the  Republic  of  China,  and  50c  and  $1  paper 
currency  of  the  Chinese  Republic. 

By  Mr.  W.  E.  Hidden — A specimen  of  the  first  issue,  1787,  Crosby’s 
No.  1 Massachusetts  cent,  of  which  only  three  or  four  are  known  to  exist, 
showing  the  small  planchet,  seven  arrows  in  the  right  talon  and  four  leaves 
in  the  left  talon,  obverse  No.  1,  reverse  B. 

By  Mi-.  C.  Senft — A gulden  of  Albert  Ernst  of  Gettingen;  Hamburg 
Thaler  16  21;  Saxony  Thaler  of  Frederick  Augustus,  1786;  5 marks  of  1875, 
Ludwig  III,  of  Hessen;  1626  thaler  of  Maximilian  of  the  Palatinate. 

By  Mr.  Proskey — Shinplasters  of  the  18  37  panic  period,  as  follows: 
l‘2y2c  each  of  R.  J.  Hanning  of  Huntsville,  Ala.;  of  Pickinsville,  Ala.;  of 
Franklin,  Tenn.;  of  Municipality  No.  2 of  New  Orleans;  of  the  City  of  Mo- 
bile, Ala.,  and  also  614c  of  Mobile,  Ala. 

By  Mr.  J.  De  Lagerberg — Numismatic  medals  as  follows: — Square  med- 
al of  1886  upon  the  numismatic  meeting  at  Munich;  1883  Vienna  Numis- 
matic Society,  and  a portrait  medal  by  A.  Scharff  of  Karl  Frederick  Wilhelm 
Erbstein,  the  famous  numismatist. 

By  Mr.  P.  Kartell — His  collection  of  fractional  currency  and  broken 
bank  bills,  which  was  especially  strong  in  its  varieties  of  uncirculated  frac- 
tional notes,  among  them  $1  and  $2  proof  notes  of  Pennsylvania  Township, 
Pa.  Savings  Institutes;  New  York  State  notes,  among  them  a series 
from  $1  to  $100  Greene  County  Bank  of  Catskill,  N.  Y.;  $5  of  Chesapeake 
and  Ohio  Canal  Company;  $5  and  $10  Frederick  Town,  Md.,  Branch  Bank; 
Perkins’  stereotype  plate  notes  issued  in  the  early  part  of  the  nineteenth 
century,  a series  from  2c  to  5 0c  of  the  Aqueduct  Association  of  Catskill.  N. 
Y.;  a large  number  of  Confederate  State  issues;  25c  of  “Great  Salt  Lake 
City  Corporation  redeemable  in  United  States  tender,”  and  a series  of  colo- 
nial notes  of  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island  and  Massachusetts  in 
extremely  fine  condition. 
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SECOND  ANNUAL  DINNED 


Held  in  the  Gold  Room  of  the  Park  Avenue  Hotel  on  Thursday  even- 
ing. April  23d.  The  following  members  and  guests  were  present:  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Elliott  Smith,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  C.  C.  Boyd,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Valentine,  Mr. 
A.  R.  Frey  and  Miss  Frey,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Howland  Wood,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  David 
Proskey  and  guest,  Mr.  Augustus  G.  Heaton  and  guest,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  M. 
Swanson,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  H.  Blake,  Mrs.  Harrison,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moritz 
Wormser,  Mr.  P.  C.  Hartell  and  four  guests,  Mr.  Bernard  Nangle  and  guest, 
Messrs.  Thomas  L.  Elder,  Dr.  Martin  Burke,  Armstrong,  Bauman  L.  Belden, 
J.  M.  Dodd,  Lyman  H.  Low,  Gustave  Senft,  H.  C.  Miller,  Findlay  Sackett, 
J.  W.  Scott,  John  Reilly,  Jr.,  and  Edgar  H.  Adams. 

After  a brief  address  by  the  President,  Mr.  Elliott  Smith,  on  the  nature 
and  objects  of  the  Club,  and  a welcome  to  those  present,  the  Vice  President, 
Mr.  Frey,  delivered  the  following  address: 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen:  When  the  Executive  Committee  of  this  Club 
selected  me  to  deliver  the  principal  speech  for  this  annual  gathering,  consid- 
erable difficulty  presented  itself  to  me  as  to  what  would  be  of  interest  to  all 
concerned.  Bearing  in  mind  then  that  we  have  with  us  to-night  a number  of 
ladies  and  outsiders,  who  may  not  be  directly  interested  in  numismatics,  it 
has  occurred  to  me  that  a discussion  of  rarities,  or  a rehearsal  of  minute 
varieties,  would  not  appeal  to  the  general  auditor,  and  I have  therefore 
selected  three  coins,  around  each  of  which  is  woven  a story,  and  I now  pro- 
pose to  tell  you  the  history  and  legends  associated  with  these  pieces. 


ETYMOLOGY. 


To  understand  the  first  of  these,  you  must  imagine  yourself  in  Venice, 
on  the  night  of  April  26,  1595,  nearly  219  years  ago.  The  Doge,  Pascal 
Cicagna,  had  died,  and  vociferous  clamor  spread  over  the  precincts  of  the 
palace  demanding  the  election  of  Marino  Grimani,  who  was  a popular  fav- 
orite. He  was  accordingly  elected  on  the  following  day,  and  the  enthusiasm 
of  the  citizens  was  excited  to  the  highest  pitch.  Bonfires  were  lighted  in 
various  parts  of  the  city,  bread  and  wine  were  distributed  to  the  poor,  and 
the  Dogaressa  threw  money  to  the  boatmen  on  the  canals  and  to  the  crowds 
who  had  gathered  beneath  the  windows  of  the  palace. 

Now,  in  the  course  of  nine  hundred  years  only  two  Doges  had  seen  their 
•consorts  invested  with  the  ducal  beretta — that  is,  a variety  of  the  cardinal’s 
cap  as  you  see  it  in  the  illustration.  To  bestow  this  was  considered  an 
honor  and  an  homage.  Grimani  and  his  wife,  whose  full  name  was  Morosina 
Moi'osini  Grimani,  enjoyed  exceptional  popularity,  and  on  Sunday,  May  4, 
159  7,  it  was  decided  to  proceed  to  the  coronation  of  her  highness.  The 
ceremony  took  place  in  the  basilica  of  St.  Mark’s,  where  she  took  the  oath 
of  allegiance,  and  this  coin  was  struck.  The  ceremony  was  performed  with 
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unprecedented  magnificence,  and  the  Signori,  the  great  officers  of  state,  their 
wives  and  daughters,  as  well  as  the  various  trades  and  guilds,  contributed  to 
one  of  the  grandest,  spectacles  ever  witnessed.  The  procession  was  led  by 
300  bombardiers,  (the  local  soldiers  who  were  skilled  in  the  throwing  of 
bombs)  ; the  members  of  the  various  guilds  followed;  next  came  a procession 
of  ladies  belonging  to  the  aristocracy,  all  attired  in  the  most  costly  material; 
next  the  nephews,  nieces,  and  other  members  of  the  ducal  house;  then  six 
damsels  in  green  and  two  dwarfs;  after  them  the  Dogaressa,  walking  at  a 
stately  pace  and  dressed  in  a mantle  of  cloth  and  gold,  her  head  invested 
with  the  beretta  and  the  two  senior  councillors  marching  on  her  right  and 
left  side;  next  in  order  came  the  procurators  of  St.  Mark,  and  finally  the 
various  nobles  of  the  city. 

But  I am  digressing.  What  I wanted  specially  to  tell  you  was  the 
curious  etymology  of  the  name  of  the  coin.  It  is  called  an  osella,  or  uccella, 
and  is  of  a semi-medallic  character.'  In  the  early  days  of  the  Venetian  Re- 
public it  was  customary  for  the  Doges  to  distribute  birds,  or  rather  poultry, 
to  the  noblemen  and  public  officials  on  ceremonial  occasions  and  on  great 
holidays.  Now  swans,  pheasants,  ducks,  and  even  pigeons  were  not  always 
procurable,  and  considerable  difficulty  was  frequently  experienced  in  secur- 
ing a supply  of  poultry,  the  old  Italian  term  for  which  is  uccelli.  Therefore 
in  1522  it  was  decided  by  the  senate  to  have  a new  piece  of  money,  which 
took  its  name  from  the  birds  that  it  replaced.  The  new  regulations  did  not 
interfere  with  the  issue  of  osellas  in  all  metals  and  sizes,  but  it  is  not  my 
intention  to  describe  the  varieties,  as  that  would  not  be  of  general  interest. 
It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  nearly  all  the  Doges  struck  them,  and  in  a few 
instances  a Dogaressa  also.  I wish  to  emphasize  the  fact,  however,  that 
while  the  name  of  a coin  may  be  derived  from  its  weight,  as  in  the  case  of 
the  uncia;  from  a metric  system  of  which  it  forms  a part,  such  as  the  cen- 
time; or  from  a locality  where  it  originated,  as  the  thaler,  it  must  be  ad- 
mitted that  an  etymology  derived  from  poultry  is  one  of  the  curiosities  of 
numismatics. 

The  second  coin  that  you  see  illustrated  (the  coins  described  were  illus- 
trated on  the  programme  of  the  dinner  and  are  reproduced  here)  is  associat- 
ed with  a double  tragedy.  It  is  a Scottish  silver  coin  commonly  known  as  a 
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ryal,  and  this  particular  variety  is  sometimes  known  as  the  Cruickston  Dollar 
from  the  tree  on  the  obverse,  which  is  supposed  to  represent  the  famous  yew 
tree  which  grew  on  Lord  Darnley’s  estate  at  Cruickston,  near  Glasgow. 
These  coins  are  dated  1 565,  1 566,  and  1 567.  The  small  motto  crossing  the 
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tree  reads,  DAT  GLORIA  VIRES,  i.  e.,  “Glory  gives  strength.’’  The  large 
motto  inside  the  border,  EXURGAT  DEUS  ET  DISSIPENTUR  INMICA 
EJUS.  is  taken  from  the  first  verse  of  the  68th  Psalm,  “Let  God  arise,  and 
let  his  enemies  be  scattered.’’  A Scotch  thistle  follows  the  inscription. 

But  the  curious  part  of  this  coin  is  the  representation  of  a small  turtle 
which  you  see  climbing  up  the  trunk  of  the  tree.  This  tortoise  is  considered 
by  some  as  being  emblematic  of  Darnley  climbing  into  power  by  his  marri- 
age to  Mary  Stuart.  I do  not  want  to  enter  into  the  religious  or  political 
questions  involved,  but  let  me  briefly  tell  you  something  of  the  “young  fool,’’ 
as  a contemporary  writer  calls  him,  and  you  can  form  your  own  conclusions 
of  his  adaptability  to  hold  the  position  of  King  of  Scotland. 

In  the  early  Spring  of  156  5,  Henry  Darnley,  the  son  of  the  Earl  of  Len- 
nox, was  seen  and  admired  by  Mary  Stuart,  then  a widow  of  three  or  four 
years.  As  a Catholic  by  education,  though  really  of  no  creed  in  particular, 
he  excited  the  terrors  of  the  godly,  and  on  account  of  his  habits  he  soon  be- 
came to  be  personally  detested  by  most  men.  He  was  of  fine  and  large  stat- 
ure, witty,  and  as  well  accomplished  in  martial  pastimes  as  any  prince  of 
that  period.  His  special  fondness  was  horseback  riding,  hunting,  hawking, 
and  similar  pursuits.  Now  compare  his  disposition  with  that  of  Mary,  a 
proud,  sensitive  woman,  browbeaten  by  Knox,  her  priests  pilloried,  her  creed 
outraged  every  day,  and  her  every  plan  thwarted  by  Elizabeth.  She  was  the 
centre  and  pivot  of  innumerable  intrigues.  The  fierce  nobles  looked  on  her 
as  a means  for  procuring  lands,  office,  and  revenge  on  their  feudal  enemies. 
To  the  fiercer  ministers  she  was  an  idolatress  who  ought  to  die  and  mean- 
while must  be  insulted.  To  France,  Spain,  and  Austria  she  was  a piece  in 
the  diplomatic  game  of  chess.  To  the  Pope  she  seemed  an  instrument  that 
might,  win  back  both  Scotland  and  England  to  the  Church,  while  the  English 
Catholics  regarded  her  as  their  lawful  queen. 

Such  a woman  needed  a master.  Did  she  get  one  in  Darnley?  Let  me 
go  on  with  the  story  and  judge  for  yourselves.  Outworn  by  the  thwartings 
that  checked  her  every  movement,  and  regardless  of  the  opposition  of  the 
Church.  Mary  married  Darnley  on  July  29,  1565.  She  made  him  King,  not 
consort,  as  the  obverse  of  this  coin  shows.  The  Queen’s  adversaries  assem- 
bled in  arms,  secretly  encouraged  by  Elizabeth.  There  were  jealousies  of 
the  new  secretary,  Riccio.  an  Italian  music  master,  who  was  appointed  by 
Mary.  Darnley  was  too  indolent  to  manage  the  affairs  of  business  of  a King. 
The  first  tragedy  connected  with  this  coin  occurred  on  March  9,  1 566,  when 
Riccio  was  slain  by  assassins  hired  and  instigated  by  Darnley,  who  insisted 
that  he  wished  to  be  present  at  the  murder,  and  betrayed  his  accomplices 
afterward!  From  this  time  on  Mary  began  to  despise  and  hate  him.  Her 
son,  afterwards  James  VI.  of  Scotland,  was  born  June  19.  1566.  Darnley 
was  not  present— he  was  away  on  a hunting  expedition.  For  the  last  six 
months  of  his  life  he  neglected  everything  but  riding  and  similar  exercises, 
and  kept  up  his  courage  by  the  use  of  stimulants,  to  which  he  was  addicted. 
He  became  broken  in  health  and  indifferent  to  all  affairs  of  state.  Then 
comes  the  second  tragedy  associated  with  this  piece — Darnley’s  suffocation 
at  Edinburgh  by  conspirators,  instigated  by  Bothwell,  on  Feb.  10,  1567. 

This  is  enough  to  give  you  an  outline  of  the  progress  of  the  turtle  and 
his  speedy  descent  from  the  tree  that  he  is  climbing.  I will  only  add  that 
the  ryals  of  1565  and  1566  are  quite  common,  whereas  those  of  1567  are 
very  rare,  as  the  coinage  lasted  only  about  a month. 

It  is  assuredly  a great  step  from  such  tragedies  associated  with  the  sec- 
ond coin,  to  the  ordinary  turnip  around  which  the  story  of  the  third  one 
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centres.  But  before  doing  so  note  how  the  dates  of  the  coins  that  I am  de- 
scribing are  gradually  going  backward.  The  first  one  was  of  the  year  1595, 
the  next  one  of  1565,  and  this  one  marks  the  close  of  the  sixteenth  century, 
314  years  ago.  The  issues  in  gold  are  called  gulden  and  are  extremely  rare; 
those  in  silver  are  termed  groschen,  or  batzen,  and  nicknamed  “Rubener” 
from  the  turnip  in  the  armorial  bearings,  the  German  word  for  this  vegetable 
being  Rube.  The  coins  are  associated  with  the  archbishopric  of  Salzburg 
and  the  town  of  Ratibor;  this  archbishopric  is  now  a duchy  under  the  crown 
of  Austria,  and  the  city  of  the  same  name  is  noted  as  being  the  birthplace 
of  Mozart.  The  entire  district,  crossed  and  recrossed  by  mountains,  is  rich 
in  mineral  products,  and  the  mining  and  exportation  of  salt  is  one  of, the 
principal  industries.  The  legend  states  that  the  subterranean  regions  were 
guarded  by  a gnome  or  sprite  by  the  name  of  Rubezahl,  i.  e.,  the  counter  of 
turnips.  He  figures  prominently  in  the  folklore  of  the  region,  and  his  occa- 
sional visits  to  the  surface  of  the  earth  are  identified  with  pranks  that  he 
plays  on  human  beings.  The  legend  continues  that  on  one  of  these  visits 
to  the  upper  regions  he  saw  a princess  and  fell  in  love  with  her.  She  was 
an  expert  swimmer,  and  while  bathing  in  one  of  the  mountain  lakes  he  drew 
her  down  to  his  kingdom  in  the  heart  of  the  mountains.  He  offered  to  make 
her  the  queen  of  his  parks,  gardens,  beautiful  orchards,  and  rich  fields,  but  a 
sadness  oppressed  her  owing  to  the  lack  of  companions.  To  dispel  her  gloom 
he  brought  her  a basket  of  turnips  and  a magic  staff  and  told  her  to  touch 
the  turnips  with  the  wand  and  any  living  person  that  she  desired  would  ap- 
pear. Following  his  advice  she  was  gradually  able  to  get  some  of  her  inti- 
mate companions  about  her,  but  it  soon  became  apparent  that  as  the  sap  of 
the  turnips  dried  up  her  friends  became  shrivelled  and  were  finally  found 
dead  about  her.  Rubezahl  now  busied  himself  planting  acres  and  acres  of 
turnips  in  order  that  the  supply  would  never  become  exhausted.  The  prin- 
cess in  the  meantime  was  not  idle.  She  was  betrothed  to  Prince  Ratibor, 
from  whom  the  town,  (not  to  be  confused  with  Ratisbon),  takes  its  name. 
She  converted  one  of  the  turnips  into  a bee  and  sent  it  with  a message  to  the 
prince  to  be  in  readiness  with  a band  of  armed  knights  at  a certain  time  and 
place  and  effect  her  rescue.  The  bee  on  its  passage  was  devoured  by  a bird, 
and  a similar  fate  befell  her  second  messenger,  a grasshopper,  which  was 
caught  by  a stork.  But  on  her  third  attempt  she  selected  a magpie,  and  the 
bird  was  successful  and  bore  the  message  to  Prince  Ratibor.  The  princess, 
in  the  interim,  asked  Rubezahl  to  give  her  a proof  of  his  constancy  and  re- 
quested him  to  count  all  the  turnips  that  he  had  planted;  while  he  was  thus 
engaged  she  effected  her  escape. 

These,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  are  the  stories  connected  with  the  coins 
that  you  see  illustrated  today.  Last  year  I spoke  to  you  of  the  penalty  we 
pay  for  our  collecting.  That  penalty  is  isolation,  due  to  the  lack  of  interest 
manifested  by  those  near  us  to  the  science  of  numismatics.  Perhaps  if  we 
study  the  associations  of  coins  more,  and  convey  their  history  to  those  with 
whom  we  come  in  contact  we  will  arouse  an  interest  and  unconsciously 
create  new  collectors  and  students.  I thank  you  for  your  kind  attention. 
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May  X,  l«)14 

After  reading  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting,  the  Secretary’s  report 
was  accepted. 

The  Secretary  reported  the  receipt  of  the  May  number  of  Mehl’s  Numis- 
matic Monthly. 

The  Executive  Committee  submitted  its  report  on  the  financing  of  the 
annual  dinner. 

The  Executive  Committee  further  reported  that  it  had  sent  copies  of 
the  Token  Book  to  the  Public  Libraries  of  New  York  and  the  vicinity,  and  it 
acknowledged  the  receipt  of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  on  the  census  of  the 
members. 

The  report  of  the  Executive  Committee  was  accepted  after  some  discus- 
sion. and  a rising  vote  of  thanks  was  tendered  to  the  Executive  Committee 
for  the  efficient  management  of  the  dinner  and  the  resulting  surplus  to  be 
entered  on  the  minutes. 

The  Treasurer  submitted  his  report  for  the  four  months  ending  April 
31st,  1914. 

Mr.  de  Lagerberg,  for  the  Medallic  Art  Committee,  reported  that  at 
Maimoe,  Sweeten,  tbe  one  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  joining  of  Sweden 
and  Norway,  generally  called  the  Independence  of  Norway,  would  be  cele- 
brated by  the  so-called  Baltic  Exposition,  and  that  upon  this  occasion  a 
medal  would  be  struck. 

In  order  that  in  future  more  prominence  should  be  given  to  the  exhibi- 
tions of  coins  at  the  meetings  of  the  Club,  it  was  resolved  that  all  exhibitors 
submit  lists  and  descriptions  of  their  exhibits  before  each  meeting  to  the  Sec- 
retary, who  shall  read  them  and  bring  them  up  under  the  head  of  new  bus- 
iness. 

The  President  extended  a hearty  welcome  to  Mr.  Leckie,  who  as  a new 
member  was  attending  his  first  meeting. 

The  following  were  the  exhibits  of  the  evening. 

By  Mr.  Julius  Guttag — The  new  series  of  San  Salvador  in  brilliant 
proof.  One  peso,  showing  the  head  of  Columbus  and  the  coat  of  arms;  the 
twenty-five,  ten,  and  five  centavos  pieces,  showing  coat  of  arms  and  inscrip- 
tion. 

By  Mr.  Rudolph  Kohler — Italy,  the  very  beautiful  new  two  lira  piece, 
obv.  King  Victor  Emanuel,  rev.,  quadriga.  British  West  Africa,  new  two 
shillings,  obv.  King’s  head,  rev.  palm  tree.  Mexico  Constitutionalista  paper 
money — ten,  fifty,  and  one  hundred  pesos;  also  two  old  paper  notes;  two 
dollars,  New  York  Loan  Co.,  1838;  $10.  Chesapeake  & Ohio  Canal  Co.,  about 
1840. 

By  Mr.  Senft — Two  varieties  of  Alsace,  16  09,  double  thaler  of  Rudolph; 
two  specimens  of  Alsace  double  thaler  of  Ferdinand,  no  date;  very  rare  *4 
thaler,  Maximilian,  no  date;  and  the  following  three  coins,  all  counterstamped 
for  Strassburg-Saxony,  y3  taler,  John  George,  1672;  Brunswick,  Palm  Gul- 
den, John  Frederick,  1677;  Brandenburg,  y3  talei1,  Frederick  William,  1673. 

By  Mr.  Howland  Wood — Nova  Scotia,  the  rare  y2  penny  of  Joseph 
Brown,  Courteau  No.  360;  Tibet,  y2  rupee,  issued  by  the  last  Manchu  Em- 
peror. 

By  Mr.  Harting-  -1839  cent  over  1836;  1882  pattern  five  cents  in  proof 
conditions,  Adams-Woodin  No.  1675;  1886  dime,  with  86  re-cut. 

By  Mr.  Elder — Member’s  gold  medal  of  the  Society  of  the  War  of  1812; 
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three  French  plaquettes  in  silver,  issued  as  fencing  prizes  by  high  schools, 
obv.  knight  in  armor,  with  Notre  Dame  and  tower  in  background,  rev.  sword 
and  inscription;  sport  medal  of  1900  Paris  Exhibition,  obv.  view  of  Paris, 
below  Victory;  rev.  Greek  youth  in  Stadium. 

By  Mr.  Proskey — 185  3 One  half  dime  with  only  one  arrow  on  right 
side;  1912  plain  edge  dime;  Anti-Mormon  25-cent  note  of  1837,  published  in 
Cleveland,  Ohio;  unique. 

Mr.  F.  C.  C.  Boyd — A $5  and  $10,  demand  note,  payable  at  Boston;  a 
$10  demand  note  payable  at  Philadelphia;  $20  compound  interest  note. 

By  Mr.  de  Lagerberg — Societe  Hollandaise  Beiges  Amis  de  la  Medaille 
d’art  two  placques;  one  in  memory  of  the  Countess  of  Flanders,  Protectrice 
des  Arts,  184  5-1912,  very  delicately  and  artistically  executed  by  A.  Broun- 
stain;  one  recently  distributed  among  the  members  of  the  Society,  designed 
by  J.  Lecroart.  A Swedish  placque  designed  by  Aric  Lindberg,  a master- 
piece of  artistic  beauty,  representing  skillful  execution  of  the  highest  char- 
acter. Struck  as  a token  of  esteem  to  Prof.  O.  Montelius.  Medal  struck  to 
the  philanthropist  Karl  Anton  Aug.  Ridderstad  by  Mangus  Lagerberg  and 
friends  Nov.  13,  1913.  Designed  by  A.  Lindberg.  Two  very  beautiful  jetons, 
a wedding  jeton  upon  the  marriage,  Jan.  2 0,  1914,  of  Evanson  Lagerberg  and 
Hellevid  Posse,  and  funeral  jeton  struck  to  the  memory  of  “The  highly  es- 
teemed and  deeply  missed  numismatist”  Count  Carl  Snoilsky.  The  former 
was  designed  by  A.  Lindberg,  and  the  latter  by  F.  Veyrat. 

By  Mr.  Wormser — Saxony,  1696  thaler  upon  birth  of  Crown  Prince,  obv. 
Prince  holding  shield,  rev.  view  of  City  of  Dresden;  Cologne,  Salentin  von 
Isenberg,  thaler  1571;  Cologne,  Maximilian  Frederick  thaler,  1777;  Maiza, 
Frederick  Carl  Joseph  contribution  thaler,  17  94;  Salzburg,  Andrew  Jacob  of 
Dietrichstein  thaler,  1784;  Brandenburg  Bayreuth,  Christian  thaler,  1624; 
Brandenburg  Ansbach  Alexander  thaler  1778  upon  piece  of  Techen;  Bruns- 
wick-Wolfenbuttel,  thaler,  1 656,  August;  Hesenk-Cassel,  Moritz,  thaler  upon 
his  death,  1 632;  Macklenburg,  Albrecht  VII,  Gadesbusch  thaler,  1543;  Sax- 
ony Altenberg,  John  Philip  and  Frederick  William  thaler,  1654;  Saxony  Wei- 
mar John  Ernest,  thaler  upon  his  death,  1683;  Lowenstein  Rochefort,  Maxi- 
milian Earl,  thaler,  1711;  Bremen  thaler,  1743;  Hamburg,  marriage  thaler, 
no  date. 


SIXTH  REGULAR  MEETING 
June  12,  1014 

There  were  also  present  as  guests,  Messrs.  John  A.  Higgins,  Heinrich 
Hirsch,  and  Louis  H.  Latimer. 

The  President  extended  a welcome  to  the  guests  of  the  evening,  and 
then  introduced  Mr.  D.  Macon  Webster  as  the  speaker  of  the  evening. 

The  subject  of  Mr.  Webster’s  paper  was  “Slavery  in  Reference  to  Nu- 
mismatics.” Mr.  L.  H.  Latimer,  of  Boston,  also  spoke  interestingly  upon  the 
same  subject. 

A rising  vote  of  thanks  was  tendered  Messrs.  Latimer  and  Webster  for 
their  very  complete  and  interesting  addresses,  and  a special  welcome  was 
extended  to  Mr.  Heinrich  Hirsch  of  Munich,  Germany. 

The  following  exhibits  were  shown  in  connection  with  the  addresses: 

By  Mr.  D.  Macon  Webster — The  free  papers  of  Margaret  Coupland,  re- 
newed in  1 862,  and  also  specimens  of  the  other  documents  referred  to  in  his 
address. 


By  Mr.  J.  W.  Scott — A slave  token  in  copper  with  the  inscription 
Charleston  2334  servant,  1848. 

By  Mr.  F.  C.  C.  Boyd — Eight  different  essays  for  Confederate  notes 
(backs)  values  of  five,  ten,  and  twenty  dollars,  captured  on  blockade.  A 
postal  money  order  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  dated  Feb.  14, 
186  5,  for  $789  6.42.  The  impression  of  the  seal  of  the  Treasury  Department 
of  the  Confederate  States  of  America. 

By  Mr.  Smith — “About  fifty  specimens  in  silver,  brass,  and  copper  of 
tokens  and  medals  advocating  and  celebrating  the  abolition  of  slavery.’’ 

There  were  also  shown  the  following  exhibits  not  relating  to  the  address 
of  the  evening: 

By  Mr.  J.  W.  Scott — Mexican  Constitutional  dollar  with  inscription 
“Death  to  Huerta”;  a series  of  the  new  issue  of  Nicaragua,  obv.  Bust  of  Bal- 
boa, rev.  five  mountain  peaks,  and  rising  sun,  one,  ten,  twenty-five,  fifty 
centavos,  and  one  Cordoba;  Brazil,  new  issue,  1000  milreis;  Portuguese  Re- 
public, new  issue,  twenty  centavos.  Also  a series  of  Mexican  hacienda  tok- 
ens, in  brass,  for  y2 , 1,  2,  3.  and  4 reals. 

By  Mi-.  Proskey — Fifty-dollar  scrip  of  Billy  Walker,  issued  in  October, 
1856,  as  President  of  Nicaragua.  He  was  a noted  filibusterer,  the  son  of  a 
Tennessee  banker,  and  his  downfall  in  Nicaragua  was  caused  by  the  restora- 
tion of  slavery.  Two-shillings  note  of  Cocos  Island  on  parchment,  the  only 
one  known.  This  is  the  smallest  monarchy  in  the  world,  and  the  note  is 
signed  by  Ross,  the  King  of  Cocos  Island. 

By  Mr.  H.  Wood — Two  cast  pesos  issued  by  the  Constitutionalists  in 
Sinaloa,  Mexico;  a Chinese  dollar  with  the  head  of  Li  Yuan  Hung. 

By  Mr.  George  H.  Blake — A new  $20  silver  certificate  now  being  issued 
by  the  Treasury  Department.  This  certificate  bears  the  portrait  of  Daniel 
Manning,  and  is  a reissue  of  the  1891  series  having  the  scolloped  seal  at  the 
right  and  the  XX  at  the  left. 

By  Mr.  de  Lagerberg — A placquette  of  A.  Paul  de  Vigne,  of  the  Holland 
Belgian  Society  of  the  Friends  of  the  Medallion;  beautiful  design  by  P. 
Bruck. 

By  Mr.  Senft — Brunswick  Luneburg  broad  1 14  thaler  of  George  William 
1662;  Baden-Burlach  taler  of  Margrave  Frederick  V,  1 624,  Prussia;  a rare 
piastre  for  the  East  Asiatic  Trading  Company  of  Emden,  bust  of  King  Fred- 
erick II.  of  Prussia  N.  D.,  (1  733-1786).  Lorraine,  two  rare  testons  of  Ba- 
denweiler,  Francis  II.,  1626  and  1628;  Prussia,  twenty  mark  gold  and  three 
mark  silver,  new  bust  of  William  II.  in  uniform,  1914;  Bavaria,  five  mark 
and  three  mark,  head  of  the  new  king,  Ludwig  III.,  1914. 

By  Mr.  Moritz  Wormser — Regensburg,  Francis  1,  y2  uncut,  no  date; 
Graubunde  treaty  with  Venice,  1706  thaler,  obv.  three  coats  of  arms,  of  Grau- 
bunden,  reverse  of  St.  Mark;  Lucerne,  large  medal,  174  5.  view  of  Lucerne, 
above  Madonna,  reverse  arms  of  Lucerne,  flanked  by  two  giants;  Benedic- 
tine Abbey  of  Maria  Minsiedein  in  Scheyz,  Beatus  Kuttel,  ducat,  178  3,  coat 
of  arms  of  the  Abbey  (two  doves),  reverse  Madonna  within  radiance;  Swe- 
den, Gustavus  Adolphus,  ducat,  Augsburg,  1633,  and  another  ducat,  Erfurt, 
1634. 

By  Mi-.  Heinrich  Hirsch — Four  very  rare  pieces,  silver  and  gold,  re- 
markable for  their  size,  as  follows:  Fifty  ducats,  Bohemia,  Ferdinand  III., 
1629;  ten  taler  of  Brunswick,  Henry  Julius,  16  09,  obverse  Duke  mounted, 
reverse  coat  of  arms;  a five  taler,  Brunswick,  George  of  Kalenberg,  16  38, 
Duke  mounted  and  coat  of  arms;  six  thaler  Saxony,  John  George,  the  First, 
1 650,  commemorating  Peace  of  Westphalia,  obverse  Duke  standing,  reverse 


coats  of  arms  in  circle,  (this  as  a six-thaler  piece  is  unique)  ; a splendid  series 
of  gold  and  silver  coins  of  Carl  Ferdinand,  Prince  of  Poland  and  Bishop  of 
Breslau,  showing  the  handsome  portrait  of  the  Bishop;  thick  double  ducat, 
1653,  also  triple  ducat,  and  triple  ducat  in  octagonal  shape,  and  triple  ducat 
in  silver  in  octagonal  shape  of  the  same  die;  a half  thaler,  thaler  and  double 
thaler  of  1632,  in  square  or  octagonal  shapes,  all  from  the  die  of  the  *4  thal- 
er; single,  double,  and  quadruple  thaler,  1639,  all  from  the  single  thaler  die; 
also  double  thaler  “Klippe”  of  1631,  and  an  oval  thaler  of  1642,  all  in  splen- 
did condition. 

After  the  addresses  and  exhibits  a brief  business  meeting  was  held. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  adopted  as  read.  All  committees 
and  officers  reported  progress,  and  note  special  changes. 

Publications  received:  June  number  Mehl’s  Numismatic  Monthly. 

The  Executive  Committee  recommended  for  election  as  corresponding 
member  under  the  recently  adopted  clause  of  the  By-Laws  Sig.  Memmo  Cagi- 
ati  of  Naples,  Italy,  and  Sig.  Mario  Lanfranco  of  Rome,  Italy,  Director  of  the 
Royal  Italian  Mint,  and  they  were  so  elected  by  unanimous  vote,  the  Secre- 
tary casting  one  ballot.  The  Committee  further  reported  that  the  election 
to  membership  had  been  transferred  from  the  firm  of  Adolph  Hess  Nachf  to 
Dr.  Fcith  personally.  It  also  reported  that  the  next  meeting  Dr.  Martin 
Burke  would  address  the  Club  on  “Portrait  Coins.” 

The  Medallic  Art  Committee  offered  a correction  affecting  some  errors 
contained  in  the  last  minutes  of  its  report,  which  was  accepted.  Correction 
of  the  minutes  of  meeting  held  on  May  8th  in  reference  to  report  of  the 
Medallic  Art  Committee.  Mr.  De  Lagerberg  for  the  Medallic  Art  Committee 
reported  that  the  one-hundredth  anniversary  of  the  union  of  Sweden  and 
Norway,  generally  called  the  “Independence  of  Norway”  was  celebrated  at 
Christiania,  Norway,  where  the  constitution  of  Norway  was  promulgated,  the 
17th  of  May,  1814,  and  that  this  summer  at  the  City  of  Salmore,  Sweden,  the 
“Baltic  Exhibition”  was  being  held,  and  that  both  these  events  were  com- 
memorated by  the  issue  of  medals.  The  list  of  exhibits  of  Mr.  De  Lagerberg 
also  is  to  be  corrected  as  follows:  The  name  of  the  artist  who  designed  the 
placquette  first  described  should  read  Arxnand  Bonnetain  instead  of  A.  Bron- 
stain. 

Mr.  Heinrich  Hirsch  was  proposed  for  election,  and  his  name  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Membership  Committee. 

The  Executive  Committee  distributed  printed  additions  to  the  Constitu- 
tion showing  all  the  amendments  recently  passed,  and  a list  of  the  officers 
of  the  Club. 


SEVENTH  REGULAR  MEETING 


July  10,  1014 

The  Vice-President  expressed  regret  at  the  absence  of  the  President, 
owing  to  indisposition.  After  the  roll  call,  the  reading  of  the  minutes  was 
dispensed  with.  Two  members  were  dropped  owing  to  the  non-payment  of 
dues.  Publication  received  during  the  month:  Mehl’s  Numismatic  Monthly 
for  July. 

The  Executive  Committee  recommended  the  election  of  Mi'.  T.  L.  Com- 
parette,  Curator  of  the  United  States  Mint  in  Philadelphia,  as  corresponding 
member,  and  he  was  so  elected  unanimously. 
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Upon  favorable  report  of  the  membership  committee,  Mr.  Heinrich 
Hirsch  of  Munich  was  unanimously  elected  a member  of  the  Club. 

Mr.  Ue  Lagerberg,  for  the  Medallic  Art  Committee,  reported  that  the 
Napier  Centenary  would  be  commemorated  in  Edinburgh  by  the  issue  of  a 
medal. 

Mr.  Wood  called  attention  to  the  exhibition  now  open  at  the  American 
Numismatic  Society  of  Confederate  Paper  Money. 

The  business  meeting  then  adjourned  for  the  purpose  of  hearing  an 
address  by  Dr.  Martin  Burke  on  “Portrait  Coins,’’  for  which  the  Club  passed 
a unanimous  vote  of  thanks. 

Dr.  Burke’s  address  follows: 

Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen: 

Many  years  ago  Mr.  Max  Vogrish,  a distinguished  Austrian  and  an  ama- 
teur in  all  that  is  beautiful  in  life  and  art,  showed  me  a collection  of  Roman 
coins.  So  line  was  the  condition  of  these  portraits  of  the  old  Roman  Emper- 
ors that  “A  new  world  swam  into  my  ken,”  as  Keats  said,  and  I began  to 
collect  a few  coins.  Greek  coins  particularly  appealed  to  me,  however,  but 
as  portraits  only  commenced  to  be  struck  on  coins  from  about  the  time  of 
Alexander  the  Great  the  most  beautiful  period  of  Greek  art  is  lost  to  us  so 
far  as  portraits  are  concerned.  It  has  been  estimated  that  of  the  five 
thousand  collectors  of  coins  in  this  country,  not  five  hundred  collect  foreign 
coins.  I can  admire  beautiful  American  coins,  but  I am  afraid  the  collections 
to  be  derived  from  these  coins  must  be  limited,  whereas  the  mental  stimulus 
from  foreign  coins,  beginning  with  the  dawn  of  history  in  Asia  Minor  and 
Greece,  and  extending  even  down  to  our  own  time,  cannot  be  overestimated. 
It  is  said  that  it  requires  a man  to  know  Greek  and  Latin  to  collect  portrait 
coins  of  these  dead  nations,  but  the  fact  remains  that  I was  never  so  amazed 
in  my  life  as  when  I once  had  a man,  who  certainly  had  a limited  education, 
show  me  some  Roman  coins  of  such  fine  condition  and  who  exhibited  such  a 
discrimination  and  taste  as  to  make  me  speechless  with  astonishment.  Here 
indeed  was  a true  collector.  A man  who  has  to  pinch  and  struggle  to  pur- 
chase a rare  or  beautiful  coin  is  the  true  amateur.  A man  who  has  ample 
means  and  a liberal  education  deserves  no  crdeit  for  education  and  taste. 
Taking  then  the  portrait  coins  of  the  Generals  of  Alexander  the  Great,  the 
Kings  of  Syria,  Macedonia,  Egypt,  and  Pergamus,  what  a wonderful  and 
beautiful  variety  do  we  find!  The  later  family  coins  of  Rome  also  convey 
to  us  beautiful  heads  of  Pompey,  Mark  Anthony,  Caesar,  Brutus,  and  others 
whose  acts  made  the  world  wonder.  Then  Rome  opens  up  to  us  such  a 
variety  and  wonderful  portraiture  that  one  could  collect  all  his  life  and 
amuse  and  instruct  himself  for  many,  many  years.  We  are  collecting  many 
beautiful  things  in  this  country,  but  coins  seem  to  be  remarkable  for  their 
scarcity — I mean,  of  course,  beautiful  portrait  coins.  After  the  year  3 00 
A.  D.  portrait  coins  ceased  to  exist  in  any  variety  or  beauty,  and  I believe  it 
was  only  in  147  9,  when  Maximilian  of  Austria  struck  the  celebrated  thaler 
of  his  wife  Mary  of  Burgundy,  daughter  of  Charles  the  Bald,  and  himself 
that  portrait  coins  came  again  into  existence.  Medals  as  exhibiting  portraits 
had  some  time  before  this  come  into  evidence,  and  the  name  of  Pisanello 
causes  joy  to  exist  in  the  heart  of  every  lover  of  coin  portraiture.  The 
medals  of  Pisanello,  who  , by  the  way,  was  also  a portrait  painter,  are  said 
by  G.  H.  Hill,  Department  of  Coins,  British  Museum,  to  have  been  and  are 
yet  in  the  very  front  rank.  I have  not  seen  many  of  these  medals,  but  cer- 
tainly those  I have  seen  are  wonderfully  beautiful,  and  convey  a color  sense 
that  the  ordinary  medal  does  not  seem  to  possess. 


Pisanello  does  not  appear  to  have  cast  any  very  fine  medal  anterior  to 
1431.  He  was  born  in  1390,  and  was  a distinguished  painter  before  he  be- 
came a medallist.  He  was  supposed  to  have  copied  his  medals  from  two 
small  medals-  one  of  Constantine  and  one  of  Heraclius — which  were  in  the 
possession  of  the  Due  de  Berry,  according  to  an  old  inventory,  as  early  as 
1401. 

Medals  are  not  coins,  but  as  portraiture  on  coins  is  my  object,  I see  no 
harm  in  talking  about  an  art  so  closely  allied  to  the  making  of  coins. 
Medals,  as  you  know,  were  first  cast  and  then  chased  with  a graver,  and  in 
some  cases  looked  as  if  they  were  struck.  Pisanello’s  method  was  to  make 
his  design  in  wax,  surround  it  with  charcoal  or  sand,  melt  the  wax  and  then 
cast  his  first  impression  in  lead.  Hence  the  value  of  these  medals  in  lead. 
Pisanello  had  many  followers,  but  none  was  his  equal.  Mr.  Hill’s  life  of 
Pisanello  reads  like  a novel,  and  should  be  in  every  library. 

The  Germans  and  Italians  exceed  in  beautiful  portrait  coins.  What 
beautiful  coins  of  the  Sforza  family  exist!  Then  there  is  the  de  Medici 
family,  particularly  the  coin  made  by  Benvenuto  Cellini  for  Alessandro  the 
First,  Duke  of  Florence. 

Even  small  copper  coins  with  fine  portraits  are  found  in  Italy  as  early 
as  1490,  one  particularly  which  I exhibit  here  to-night  is  one  of  John  Sforza, 
Lord  of  Pesaro.  This  little  copper  coin  I picked  out  at  Mr.  Elder’s,  and  it 
is  most  interesting  as  being  the  portrait  of  the  husband  of  Lucretia  Borgia, 
daughter  of  Pope  Alexander  the  Sixth.  The  amiable  brother  of  Lucretia, 
Caesar  Borgia,  was  more  ambitious  for  the  family,  and  sought  the  life  of 
Sforza,  but  he,  wise  man,  publicly  announced  that  he  was  not  really  married 
to  Lucretia,  as  the  marriage  was  non  consomnatum,  and,  having  escaped 
from  Rome,  died  in  bed,  which  he  would  not  have  done  if  he  remained  in 
Rome.  Lucretia’s  second  husband  was  stabbed  by  Caesar,  and  finally  Lu- 
cretia married  the  Duke  of  Ferrara,  and,  having  had  many  children,  died 
a natural  death,  universally  lamented.  The  portrait  of  Lucretia  is  only 
found  on  a medal. 

The  papal  portraits  are  numerous  and  pleasing,  one  of  Leo  the  X.  being 
particularly  fine.  This  beautiful  and  rare  coin  I once  saw  at  an  auction 
room — an  auction  sale  held  many  years  ago  at  Starett’s,  on  Broadway,  and 
at  the  same  time  I saw  a beautiful  testoon  of  Charles  X.,  he  who  ruled 
France,  after  his  brother,  Frances  the  Second,  who  married  Mary,  Queen  of 
Scots,  had  departed  this  life  by  a mastoid  abscess.  I intended  to  attend  this- 
sale,  but  was  prevented,  and  I learned  to  my  sorrow  that  both  coins  had 
been  sold  for  a song.  These  are  among  the  regrets  of  life. 

Portraits  on  coins,  as  I said,  commenced  to  be  really  valuable  images  of 
the  persons  represented  much  earlier  in  Italy  than  in  the  other  countries  of 
Europe.  There  are  fine  portraits  on  coins  of  Henry  the  Seventh  in  England, 
Frances  the  First  in  France,  Charles  the  Fifth  in  Germany.  There  are  also 
portraits  on  coins  of  Ferdinand  and  Isabella  of  Spain,  but  not  very  fine,  so 
that  portraits  on  coins  do  not  really  mean  much  before  1500. 

I mean  this  evening  to  call  your  attention  to  the  beautiful  little  copper 
coins  called  Tournois.  These  little  coppers  commence  with  portraits  of 
Henry  III.,  the  last  of  the  Valois,  and  end  with  Louis  the  XV.  The  portraits 
of  Henry  the  TV.  which  I exhibit  here  to-night  are  wonderfully  fine.  I would 
also  like  to  call  your  attention  to  the  noble  portrait  of  Charles  the  XII.,  King 
of  Sweden.  He  it  was  who  engaged  in  the  death  grapple  with  Peter  the 
Great,  but  yet  had  time  to  have  struck  this  most  beautiful  coin. 

The  coinage  in  Germany  was  and  still  is  beautiful  and  ornate,  but,  I 


might  suggest,  a trifle  stiff.  What  beautiful  and  instructive  thing  it  would 
be  to  have  all  the  celebrated  personages  known  in  history — I mean  of  course 
those  historically  great— arranged  on  the  walls  of  the  Metropolitan  Museum 
so  that  at  a glance  one  could  see  the  numismatic  portraits  of  all  countries. 

And  now  before  I conclude  I would  like  to  introduce  you  to  an  ancient 
Sicilian  family  whose  portraits  have  come  down  to  us  from  almost  three 
hundred  years  before  Christ.  Hieron  the  Second,  a young  Greek,  whose 
portrait  I wish  you  to  look  upon  tonight,  commenced  to  coin  his  portraits 
about  270  B.  C.  His  coin  was  the  first  it  is  said  to  have  his  image  laureated 
and  not  diademed,  the  laureated  coin  being  an  attribute  to  the  Deity.  This 
astute  and  strong  man  had  a beautiful  wife,  Philistis,  whose  image  is  well 
known  to  collectors,  and  his  son  Gelon,  who  died  before  his  father,  I offer 
tonight  to  your  inspection.  This  King  of  Syracuse  was  a friend  of  the 
Romans  ,who  permitted  him  to  retain  his  share  of  Sicily,  and  it  was  his 
unfortunate  grandson  who  perished  by  an  assassin’s  knife  and  ended  the 
dynasty.  I offer  also  a few  coins  of  the  brothers  of  Napoleon.  The  family 
coins  of  this  wonderful  family  are  beautiful  and  well  worthy  a place  in  every 
cabinet.  I thank  you,  gentlemen,  for  your  attention.” 

In  connection  with  his  address,  Dr.  Burke  exhibited  a considerable 
number  of  very  interesting  coins,  showing  very  fine  portraits  of  great  his- 
torical interest. 

Mr.  Proskey  also  illustrated  the  lecture  by  a series  of  4 0 silver  denarii, 
medallions,  and  some  rare  quinarii  showing  rulers  of  Rome,  beginning  with 
Sulla  and  Pompev  Rufus,  83  B.  C.,  down  to  Nerva,  98  A.  D.,  among  them 
Brutus,  Anthony  and  Cleopatra,  Augustus,  Julius  Caesar,  Nero,  etc. 

Other  exhibits  were  as  follows: 

By  Mr.  Boyd — Fractional  Currency — 15c  Columbia,  obv.  black  without 
seal.  India  paper  proof;  50c  Lincoln,  rev.  India  paper  proof;  bronze  med- 
al issued  by  the  war  department  to  soldiers  who  participated  in  the  civil 
war,  obv.  bust  of  Lincoln  ‘‘With  malice  toward  none,  with  charity  for  all,” 
rev.  ‘‘The  Civil  War  1861-1865.”  Blue  and  gray  ribbon  and  bar. 

By  Mr.  De  Lagerberg — The  Norwegian  two-kroner  jubilee  commemora- 
tion coin,  1814-1914,  by  Utsonds;  a graceful  medallion  struck  by  the  Nor- 
wegian Ladies’  Sanitary  Society;  two  jetons  by  Throndsen,  commemorating 
the  founding  of  the  Norwegian  Constitution,  17th  of  May,  1814,  the  obverse 
of  the  first  representing  the  likeness  of  the  King  and  Queen  of  Norway  and 
of  the  second  Kronpins  Olav,  the  reverse  of  both  shows  the  building  where 
the  Constitution  was  drafted,  as  well  as  the  likeness  of  the  drafters,  with 
the  inscription,  ‘‘Enig  og  tro  til  Dovre  Falder.”  Mr.  Throndsen,  medal  en- 
graver, writes  that  this  second  jeton  was  presented  by  the  Queen  to  2 3,000 
school  children  of  Christiana.  The  space  under  the  bust  of  the  Crown  Prince 
is  for  the  name  of  the  recipient. 

By  Mr.  Kohler — New  coins  as  follows — Norway  2 kroner  independence, 
1906,  2 kroner  1913  obv.  King  Haakon,  rev.,  circle  of  shields;  also  one  kron- 
er Sweden,  1911;  50  ore,  Colombia,  1912,  10.  and  50  centavos;  Roumania, 
1 900,  50  bani;  Montenegro,  King  Nicholas,  one  and  two  perpera. 

By  Mr.  Swanson — Plaster  medal  placques  of  President  Wilson  and  of 
Mr.  F.  C.  Higgins  by  Mr.  Swanson.  The  last  inaugural  medal,  obv.  portrait 
of  President  Wilson,  rev.,  name  of  President  Wilson  and  Vice  President 
Marshall;  medal  struck  in  connection  with  the  tenth  bi-ennial  session  of  the 
Woodmen  of  the  World,  at  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  in  1913,  showing  the  portrait 
of  Joseph  Cullin  Root,  founder  of  the  society. 


By  Mr.  Senft — Straussburg — Oldest  undated  thaler  (1548);  also  rare 
small  klippe  of  15S8  on  the  alliance  with  Zurich  and  Berne;  also  very  rare 
Vo  thaler  klippe,  1617,  centenary  of  the  reformationffi  also  uncirculated  gul- 
den, no  date.  Alsace,  Ferdinand,  very  rare  V2  thaler,  no  date.  Muhlhausen, 
Alsace,  extremely  rare  thaler,  1623. 

By  Mr.  Wood— Three  large  souvenir  medals,  showing  obverse  of  the 
present  dime  and  the  obverse  and  reverse  of  the  buffalo  nickel;  mint  medal- 
ets,  with  heads  of  Lincoln  and  Washington,  in  gold. 

By  Mr.  Wormser — Brunswick,  174  5 Albertus  thaler,  Eicli  Statt  thaler, 
1757;  Baden,  184  2,  Rheingold  ducat;  Baden,  Charles  Frederick  ducat  upon 
birth  of  Prince,  1786;  Wurttemberg,  William,  4 ducats  upon  25th  jubilee, 
1841;  Magdeburg,  Alliance  thaler,  1861;  Danzig  ducat  1631,  Sigismund  111; 
Lippe  Detmold,  Simon  August,  ducat,  1769,  upon  his  third  marriage;  Sax- 
ony, ducat,  1717,  August  11,  upon  death  of  his  mother. 


EIGHTH  REGULAR  MEETING 
August  14,  1914 

After  the  roll  call,  the  reading  of  the  minutes  was  dispensed  with. 

Publications  received:  August  number  of  Mehl’s  Numismatic  Monthly. 

The  Treasurer  submitted  a report  as  of  August  14,  1914. 

The  Executive  Committee  reported  that  at  the  September  meeting  Mr. 
Frey  would  exhibit,  and  address  the  Club  on,  “Earliest  Dated  Coins  of  the 
Fifteenth  Century,”  and  that  at  the  October  meeting  Mr.  Wood  would  ad- 
dress the  Club  on  “Bryan  Money.” 

Mr.  De  Lagerberg  in  behalf  of  the  Medallic  Art  Committee  reported 
that  he  had  received  a photograph  of  the  medal  issued  to  commemorate  the 
Baltic  Exhibition  held  at  Malmoe  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Exhibition,  and 
he  showed  a picture  of  the  medal  which  was  under  preparation  at  the  pres- 
ent time  to  commemorate  the  Norway  Jubilee,  upon  which  occasion  a crown 
had  already  been  struck  and  reported  by  him. 

Mr.  Swanson  in  behalf  of  the  Medallic  Art  Committee  said  that  the 
State  of  New  York  was  issuing  a medal  in  three  sizes  in  commemoration  of 
the  Centenary  of  the  Battle  of  Plattsburg.  He  exhibited  models  of  both  the 
obverse  and  reverse  showing  the  naval  battle  above  the  coat  of  arms  of  the 
State  of  New  York  on  the  obverse,  and  the  portraits  of  Commodore  McDon- 
ough and  General  Macomb  on  the  reverse. 

A very  lively  and  interesting  discussion  of  the  paper  read  by  Dr.  Burke 
at  the  last  meeting  then  took  place,  in  which  Messrs.  Proskey,  Frey,  Valen- 
tine, Swanson,  Nangle,  and  Wormser  participated.  Mr.  Proskey  made  very 
interesting  remarks  in  connection  with  the  subject  of  portrait  coins,  and 
submitted  a large  number  of  copies  of  medals  by  Pisanello.  He  also  showed 
pennies  with  the  portraits  of  Canute  the  Dane,  Edward  the  Confessor,  and  a 
number  of  Irish  Kings  which  showed  how  unreliable  portraiture  on  coins 
could  be  as  far  as  likeness  was  concerned.  He  also  exhibited  a double  ducat 
of  Ferdinand  and  Isabella  to  which  Mr.  Burke  had  referred  in  his  address. 

The  President  then  extended  a hearty  welcome  to  Mr.  S.  H.  Chapman, 
whose  presence  at  the  meeting  gave  the  members  present  great  pleasure. 
The  President  also  greeted  especially  Mr.  Heaton  upon  his  return  from 
Europe. 


The  business  meeting  then  adjourned  for  the  purpose  of  examining  the 
exhibits,  which,  in  addition  to  those  above  mentioned,  were  as  follows: 

By  Mr.  S.  H.  Chapman — An  early  number  of  a $500  bill  of  the  Confed- 
erate States,  1861,  Montgomery,  Ala.  A $500  bond  of  the  Confederate 
States,  May  1st,  1861,  Montgomery,  Ala.  A $500  bond  of  the  Confederate 
States,  May  1st,  1861,  Montgomery,  Ala.,  with  twelve  coupons  attached.  A 
large  Austrian  silver  medal  of  Emperor  Joseph  I.,  showing  the  portraits  of 
the  Hapsburg  Dynasty. 

By  Mr.  Belden — A coupon  of  a United  States  three  per  cent,  bond  for 
the  small  amount  of  15c,  with  the  portrait  of  Washington. 

By  Dr.  Valentine — The  very  rare  1802  y2  dime,  Newlin,  No.  3. 

By  Mr.  Kohler — Mexico,  1906,  5 pesos  gold;  19  07,  10  pesos,  gold. 
Philippines,  1868,  4 pesos,  gold.  A French  five-franc  piece  of  1873  in  un- 
circulated condition  which  from  reports  had  just  been  put  in  circulation  out 
of  the  reserves  of  the  French  Treasury,  owing  to  the  present  war  conditions. 

By  Mr.  Swanson — A large  plaster  cast  of  an  allegory  of  the  American 
Social  Hygiene  Association.  Two  tokens  in  bronze  given  by  the  States  of 
Georgia  and  Alabama  in  return  for  contributions  to  the  State  funds  in  aid 
of  the  Panama  Exposition,  showing  on  the  obverse  the  respective  State  seals 
and  on  the  reverse  of  the  Alabama  token  descriptive  lettering,  and  on  the 
Georgia  token  a figure  representing  Prosperity. 

By  Mr.  De  Lagerberg — Three  medals  issued  by  Stefano  Carlo  Johnson 
of  Milan,  Italy,  in  commemoration  of  the  monument  of  Victor  Emanuel  II. 
at  Rome,  by  Architect  Sacconi,  in  commmeoration  of  Sculptor  Grandi  and 
his  work,  and  upon  Verdi,  the  composer. 

By  Mr.  F.  C.  C.  Boyd— A 50c  Spinner  note  with  the  autograph  signa- 
tures of  John  Allison  and  John  C.  New.  A series  of  Bishop’s  general  store- 
house and  tithing  notes  issued  at  Salt  Lake  City  as  follows:  July  1,  189  7, 
.05  for  merchandise;  April  1,  1898,  5c  for  meat;  Oct.  1,  19  06,  5c  produce 
and  merchandise;  July  1,  1897,  .10  worth  produce  and  merchandise;  July 
1,  1898,  10c  for  merchandise  and  produce;  July  1,  1 895,  10c  for  meat;  July 
1,  189  7,  .2  5 for  produce  and  merchandise;  Oct.  1,  188  9,  25c  for  meat;  July 
1,  1893,  25c  for  merchandise  and  produce;  July  1,  1897,  1.00  worth  of  pro- 
duce and  merchandise;  July  1,  1889,  1.00  for  merchandise  and  produce. 


NINTH  REGULAR  MEETING 
September  It,  1914 

There  were  also  present  as  guests  of  Mr.  Frey,  Mr.  White,  and  as  guest 
of  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Davidson.  After  the  roll  call  the  minutes  of  the  last  meet- 
ing were  accepted,  with  some  slight  corrections. 

The  Treasurer  submitted  an  informal  report. 

The  Executive  Committee  recommended  J.  E.  Ralph,  Director  of  the 
Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing,  for  election  to  corresponding  member- 
ship, and  Mr.  Ralph  was  unanimously  elected. 

The  Executive  Committee  also  announced  as  topic  for  the  October 
meeting  an  address  by  Mr.  Howland  Wood  on  “Bryan  Money,”  and  for  the 
November  meeting  a paper  by  Mr.  Wormser  on  “Historic  Side  Lights  on 
Some  Coins  of  Transylvania.” 

Mr.  Swanson,  in  behalf  of  the  Medallic  Art  Committee,  exhibited  the 
official  large-sized  bronze  medal  struck  to  commemorate  the  Plattsburg  Cen- 


tennial  and  reported  that  a bronze  medal  had  been  struck  to  be  issued  short- 
ly in  commemoration  of  the  Star  Spangled  Banner  Centennial  at  Baltimore. 

Mr.  Heaton,  in  behalf  of  the  Medallic  Art  Committee,  called  attention 
to  the  badge  issued  by  the  Springfield  Coin  Club,  which  could  almost  be 
classed  as  a medal,  showing  the  very  splendid  group  of  the  municipal  build- 
ings at  Springfield.  Mr.  Heaton  also  reported  a very  delightful  time  at  the 
Springfield  Convention. 

Mr.  Proskey  offered  the  resolution  “that  the  practice  of  offering  any- 
thing for  sale  or  putting  a price  on  anything  shown  at  meetings  of  the  Club 
should  be  strictly  prohibited.”  The  resolution  was  unanimously  carried, 
with  the  general  approval  of  all  members  present. 

Mr.  Boyd  presented  by  proxy,  through  Mr.  H.  Wood,  a token  of  the 
esteem  of  the  Club  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Wood  who  had  arrived  on  Aug.  14th, 
1914,  the  date  of  the  last  meeting  of  the  Club,  with  a very  appropriate  speech 
of  presentation,  which  was  gracefully  accepted  for  the  recipient  by  Mr. Wood. 

Mr.  Wood  called  attention  to  the  exhibit  of  the  American  Numismatic 
Society,  illustrating  current  topics  in  the  shape  of  current  coins  of  the  war 
countries — coins  of  Liege  and  Kiao  Chau,  emergency  currency  of  England, 
(10  shillings  and  one  pound)  and  France  (5  francs,  10  francs)  and  the 
orders  of  the  war  nations. 

The  President  extended  the  welcome  of  the  Club  to  the  guests  of  the 
evening,  Messrs.  Davidson  and  White,  and  called  for  “three  claps”  from 
the  regulars  in  honor  of  the  attendance  of  the  less  frequent  members,  Messrs. 
Sears  and  Imhoff. 

The  business  meeting  then  adjourned  for  the  purpose  of  hearing  Mr.  A. 
R.  Frey’s  address.  A summary  of  the  ensuing  discussion  following  below. 

Four  years  ago  at  a town  in  Virginia  I was  compelled  to  wait  five  hours 
for  a train  to  the  North.  In  order  to  amuse  myself,  I discovered  there  a 
local  museum  charging  25  cents  admission,  and  which  claimed  to  have  an 
exhibition  of  very  attractive  coins.  I discovered  that  it  consisted  only  of  a 
few  battered  United  States  coins,  and  the  usual  common  French,  German, 
etc.,  varieties.  I also  found  there  a piece  of  stone  from  the  Pyramids,  a 
bottle  alleged  to  contain  water  from  the  River  Jordan;  a lock  of  hair  of 
Bonaparte,  and  wood  from  the  frigate  Constitution.  It  occurred  to  me  that 
they  might  have  as  well  included  in  their  exhibit  an  original  nail  from 
Noah’s  Ark,  some  shell  from  the  egg  of  Columbus,  and  a pit  from  Washing- 
ton’s cherry  tiee.  All  this  may  seem  amusing,  but  it  serves  to  show  the 
difference  between  such  objects  in  general  and  the  safeguards  the  coin  col- 
lector has  against  substitution  or  fakes,  as  the  device  and  date  of  a coin 
will  generally  furnish  a proof  of  its  genuineness. 

Coins  always  bear  historical  or  typographical  representations,  and  the 
later  coins  bear  a date  as  a distinguishing  mark.  But  such  attractive  coins 
as  the  Roman  series,  those  of  Galba,  Justinian,  and  Nero  are  not  distinguish- 
ed by  dates  and  the  novice  is  compelled  to  look  up  the  dates  of  the  reigns 
of  these  rulers.  For  that  reason,  later  dated  coins  appeal  more  to  the  be- 
ginner. 

There  were  several  systems  of  dating  used  by  the  ancients  as  illustrated 
by  the  silver  coins  of  the  Ptolemaic  Dynasty  of  Egypt  and  those  of  the 
Seleucid  Dynasty  of  Syria.  There  are  also  a few  specimens  of  very  early' 
dated  European  coins,  viz.,  some  Moorish-Spanish  coins  of  the  eighth  and 
ninth  century,  and  some  Swedish  coins  of  the  thirteenth  century;  but  dating 
of  coins  did  not  become  general  until  the  years  between  1 400  and  1500,  the 
year  1 375  marking  the  earliest  dated  groschen. 
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A Short-Cross  Groschen  of  Aachen,  dated  1419. 

To  fix  in  our  minds  this  period,  it  is  necessary  to  look  back  upon  the 
historic  events  of  that  period,  such  as  the  conquest  of  Constantinople  by 
the  Turks,  the  struggles  between  Fiance  and  England,  the  civil  wars  in  Eng- 
land, the  expansion  of  France  under  Louis  Eleventh,  the  union  of  the  Scan- 


A Thaler  of  Tyrol,  dated  1484.  issued  by  Sigismund,  Arch- 
duke of  Austria,  1439-1496.  This  coin  receives  the  name 
“Dich  Thaler”  from  its  small  and  thick  fabric.  There  are 
minor  varieties. 

clinavian  Kingdoms,  the  rise  of  the  Low  Countries,  and  also  of  the  House  of 
Hapsburg;  the  religious  revolution  of  the  followers  of  Huss;  the  foundation 


Another  Thaler  of  Tyrol,  dated  1486,  frequently  known  as 
the  Guldengroschen.  The  piece  was  struck  under  the  super- 
intendence of  Bernhard  Behaim,  a goldsmith,  who  was  made 
mint-master  by  the  Archduke  in  1482.  There  are  varieties 
with  and  without  bands  on  the  helmet. 

of  the  Czardom  of  Russia;  the  union  of  Castile  and  Aragon;  the  discovery  of 
American  and  the  passage  around  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  the  East  In- 
dies, and  of  the  literary,  artistic,  scientific,  and  theological  achievements  of 
the  period  of  the  Renaissance,  and  of  the  invention  of  printing  by  Gutten- 
berg. 
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At  the  beginning  of  this  period  the  coinage  of  Europe  was  in  a wretched 
condition,  there  being  hardly  any  gold,  and  the  currency  of  the  realm  con- 
sisting in  the  well  known  bracteates — thin,  brittle,  uniface  and  unattractive 
pieces  of  silver  being  the  medium  of  exchange. 

The  first  attempt  to  improve  the  coinage  was  made  by  Wenceslaus  of 
Bohemia  who  struck  the  first  grosso  or  “large  coins”,  and  by  Louis  the 
Ninth  who  struck  the  “gros  tournois”  at  Tours. 


A Dic-ken  of  Berne,  dated  1492,  showing  St.  Vincent  standing, 
holding  a pen  in  his  right  and  a book  in  his  left  hand. 

There  is  a double  dicken  of  the  same  type  and  same  date 
(Lohner  262.)  Jenner  states  (P.  23)  that  two  of  the  dicken 
were  struck  in  gold. 

The  latter  became  a favorite,  and  was  imitated  throughout  Europe,  this 
well-known  design  showing  a castle  on  the  obverse  and  a cross  on  the  re- 
verse. The  cross  appears  in  two  varieties,  the  long  cross  with  feet  at  its 
bottom,  and  with  inscriptions  between  the  arms  of  the  cross  and  the  small 
cross  with  the  inscription  around  the  edge  of  the  coin.  The  advantage  of 
this  coin  was  that  clipping  became  difficult,  as  it  would  necessitate  either 
cutting  into  the  feet  of  the  cross  or  into  the  letters. 


A Thaler  of  Saxony,  showing  John  the  Paptist.  This  coin 
was  issued  by  Friedrich  III.,  Albrecht,  and  Johann  of  the 
Ernestinian  main  line. 

In  Germany  the  gros  tournois  was  imitated  in  the  Turnos  Groschen;  in 
Poland  in  the  “Groszi,”  in  Italy  in  the  “Grosso,”  and  in  England  in  the 
“Groat.”  Fractions  of  these  also  made  their  appearance,  in  North  Germany, 
the  pfennig,  and  in  South  Germany  the  kreuzer.  Dated  coins  began  to  ap- 
pear, and  were  of  three  types.  The  earliest  type  was  dated  with  Roman 
numerals  which  soon  proved  very  cumbersome,  therefore  the  second  type 
appeared,  showing  only  the  final  figures  in  Arabic  numerals,  such  as  “68” 
for  1 468,  “83”  for  1 843;  finally  the  third  type  developed,  showing  the. full 
date,  as  the  Thaler  of  1477  and  the  later  issues  of  1484  and  1486.  Gradu- 
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ally  the  demand  grew  tor  larger  silver  coins  as  a better  medium  of  exchange, 
and  we  then  have  the  Thaler  of  the  Tyrol  of  1477,  1484,  and  1486  and  of 
Saxony  of  15  00;  also  the  famous  Joachim’s  Thaler,  the  series  of  Thick 
Thaler  or  Dicken,  and  the  Gulden  Thaler. 

The  fifteenth  century  does  not  furnish  many  dated  gold  coins,  most  of 
which  are  excessively  rare. 

Almost  every  issue  of  new  coins  of  that  period  is  characterized  by  nick- 
names. In  this  category,  we  have  the  “Copper  Noses’’  of  Henry  Eighth,  so 
called  from  the  fact  that,  as  they  had  a considerable  admixture  of  copper, 
although  supposed  to  be  silver  coins,  and  the  silver  rubbing  off,  the  nose  of 
the  face  on  the  coin  would  gradually  wear  through  and  appear  prominent, 
with  a copper  lustre. 

Similarly  we  have  the  “Turnip  Coins’’  of  Salzburg,  so  called  after  the 
turnip  in  the  coat  of  arms  appearing  on  them;  the  “schinderling”,  literally 
“offal”,  on  account  of  their  miserable  execution  and  being  poorly  struck; 
and  the  gold  coins  known  as  “Knackkuchen”,  so  called  on  account  of  the 
trefoil  or  three  shields  which  they  show  as  a device  and  which  was  supposed 
to  resemble  certain  kinds  of  cakes. 

All  of  the  coins  illustrated  in  Mr.  Frey’s  paper  are  described  in  his  re- 
cently published  book  entitled  “The  Dated  European  Coinage  Prior  to 
1501,”  which  first  appeared  in  Volume  XLVII.  of  The  American  Journal  of 
Numismatics  and  Proceedings  of  The  American  Numismatic  Society  of  New 
York  for  the  year  1913. 

In  the  course  of  the  ensuing  discussion,  Mr.  Proskey  furnished  the  fol- 
lowing interesting  information:  — 

“While  the  small  coins  described  by  Mr.  Frey  are  despised  by  many  col- 
lectors, at  the  same  time  we  must  remember  that  they  were  of  great  signifi- 
cance and  purchasing  power,  and  in  illustration  of  this  let  us  follow  a coun- 
tryman who  came  to  London  at  that  time  to  make  his  purchases.  They 
were  as  follows: — A pair  of  shoes,  7c;  a chicken,  lM>c;  25  big  cod  fish,  10c; 
cloth  for  a suit,  9 3-5c  per  yard;  a sheep,  10c;  10  pounds  beef,  5c;  a bushel 
rye,  15c.  All  this  was  loaded  on  his  wagon,  from  which  he  had  just  sold  a 
load  of  wood  for  12c.  These  were  the  prices  at  the  beginning  of  the  16th 
century,  but  the  happy  days  came  to  a conclusion  in  the  next  century,  as 
prices  rose  4 00  per  cent.” 

Mr.  Wood  also  added  some  interesting  remarks  in  regard  to  the  dating 
of  coins  as  follows:  “The  Arabs  dated  their  coins  from  the  year  7 7 of  their 
era,  i.  e.,  about  7 00,  and  always  did  so.  For  some  reason,  probably  owing 
to  scholastic  decay,  counting  proved  difficult  for  the  Europeans,  and,  although 
introduced  about  1100,  the  use  of  Arabic  figures  did  not  become  general 
until  about  14  00.  Before  this  time  the  very  cumbersome  Roman  figures  had 
always  been  used.  The  system  of  numbering  of  the  Chinese  also  is  very 
cumbersome,  as  they  did  not  omit  the  terms  “100”,  and  “10’s”  in  the  same 
manner  in  which  we  do,  writing  down  a separate  type  indicating  the  thou- 
sands, hundreds  and  tens.  The  Japanese  method  is  much  simpler  and  more 
modern.  Europe  had  no  zero  until  it  was  introduced  by  the  Arabs.  While 
we  use  Arabic  figures  now,  the  Arabs  themselves  have  now  changed  and  are 
using  different  types.” 

Mr.  Wormser  called  attention  to  the  interesting  practice  of  dating  of 
especially  German  coins  struck  in  commemoration  of  various  events,  which 
obtained  at  later  periods  beginning  with  the  17th  century.  It  consisted  in 
striking  certain  letters  of  the  legend  of  such  coins  in  capitals,  the  addition 
of  such  capitals  giving  the  date  of  the  coin  in  Roman  numerals. 


Messrs.  Heaton  and  Valentine  also  made  remarks  in  connection  with 
the  discussion  of  Mr.  Frey’s  paper. 

Mr.  Frey  exhibited  a large  series  of  earliest  dated  European  gold  and 
silver  coins  in  illustration  of  His  address,  and  Mr.  Proskey  likewise  had  an 
interesting  series  of  exhibits  in  connection  with  the  address  of  the  evening. 
Other  exhibits  of  the  evening  were  as  follows: 

By  Mr.  Wood — Two  coins  of  Kiao  Chau,  % and  x/±  rupee  struck  by 
China  for  Tbiet,  Mexico  10  pesos  gold,  with  head  of  Hidalgo;  emergency 
paper  currency,  England,  10  shillings  and  one  pound;  France,  5 francs  and 
10  francs. 

By  Mr.  Blake — The  first  $1  bill  ever  issued  by  the  United  States.  It 
bears  the  date  of  1862,  first  number,  1,  Series  1,  plate  1,  and  plate  letter  A; 
it  was  formerly  the  property  of  Salmon  P.  Chase,  whose  portrait  it  bears. 

By  Mr.  Sears — Territory  of  Oregon,  Oregon  Exchange  Company,  $5.00 
gold,  1840;  Silesia,  ducat,  George,  Ludwig  and  Christian. 

By  Mr.  Swanson — -Bronze  medal  upon  the  centenary  of  the  founding  of 
the  American  Baptist  Foreign  Mission  Society,  1814-1914;  obverse  portrait 
of  Adoniram  Judson,  the  liist  American  Baptist  Foreign  Missionary;  reverse 
insignia  of  the  society  and  inscription. 


TENTH  REGULAR  MEETING 
October  9,  1914 

After  the  roll  call  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  ac- 
cepted. 

The  Secretary  read  letter  of  acceptance  of  Mr.  J.  E.  Ralph  as  corre- 
sponding member. 

The  Secretary  also  requested  all  members  of  the  Club  to  furnish  names 
of  any  friends  and  collectors  who  might  become  interested  in  meetings  and 
activities  of  the  Club  for  the  purpose  of  putting  their  names  on  the  mailing 
list. 

The  Secretary  also  reported  the  receipt  of  one  magazine. 

The  Executive  Committee  reported  that  the  subject  of  the  November 
meeting  would  be  a paper  by  Mr.  Wormser  on  “Historical  Sidelights  on 
Some  Coins  of  Transylvania”. 

Mr.  Heaton,  on  behalf  of  the  Medallic  Art  Committee,  exhibited  photo- 
graphs both  of  the  interior  and  exterior  of  the  Municipal  Buildings  at  the 
Springfield  Convention,  and  also  the  convention  badge.  He  also  showed  a 
medal  which  had  been  given  him  thirty  years  ago  when  he  went  up  in  a 
balloon  at  Nice. 

Mi'.  Swanson  reported  that  a medal  was  about  to  be  issued  by  the  Kings 
County  Historical  Society  to  commemorate  the  Long  Island  Tercentenary, 
and  exhibited  an  impression  of  this  medal,  showing  a sailing  vessel  and  the 
heads  of  an  Indian  and  Dutch  settler. 

A report  was  read  from  Mr.  de  Lagerberg,  who  was  absent,  stating  that 
the  Swedish  Government  had  recently  issued  a new  one-kroner  coin,  and 
that  the  Spanish  mint  was  considering  the  issue  of  gold,  silver  and  nickel 
coins.  He  also  exhibited  a medal  commemorating  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of 
the  Finnish  Art  Guild,  showing  on  the  obverse  a youth  and  on  the  reverse 
a beautiful  wreath,  within  which  appears  the  inscription,  both  in  Swedish 
and  Finnish.  The  medal  is  designed  by  Wikstrom.  He  also  exhibited  the 


recently  issued  Masonic  badge  of  the  Passaic  Lodge,  No.  67,  F.  & A.  M., 
upon  its  fiftieth  anniversary,  June  30,  1914. 

A Nominating  Committee,  composed  of  Messrs.  Nangle,  Swanson  and 
Dr.  Valentine,  was  elected. 

Reading  of  papers  was  then  in  order,  and  the  members  followed  with 
great  interest  Mr.  Howland  Woods’  address  on  ‘‘Bryan  Money”.  In  connec- 
tion with  his  address  Mr.  Wood  exhibited  eighty  different  varieties  of  Bryan 
Money,  and  Mr.  Boyd  in  connection  with  this  subject  exhibited  eight  spec- 
imens. 

A rising  vote  of  thanks  for  his  interesting  address  was  then  extended  to 
Mr.  Wood. 

The  President  extended  the  welcome  of  the  Club  to  the  guest  of  the 
evening,  Mr.  Mabbott. 

Other  exhibits  besides  those  already  mentioned  were  as  follows: 

By  Mr.  Belden— - United  States  Service  Medals  of  the  Indian  wars  and 
the  Spanish-American  war. 

By  Mr.  Wormser — A number  of  German  gold  coins  and  thalers. 

By  Mr.  Heaton — A set  of  German  “Spielmarken”,  somewhat  resembling 
European  coins  of  the  nineteenth  century;  also  the  cross  of  the  Legion  of 
Honor  during  the  Bourbon  reign,  showing  the  head  of  Henry  IV. 

Following  is  the  address  by  Mr.  Howland  Wood  on  the  ‘‘Bryan  Satirical 
Pieces” : 

The  Bryan  campaign  medals  consist  of  satirical  pieces  issued  during 
the  first  and  second  Bryan  free  silver  campaigns  of  1896  and  1900.  The 
best  understanding  of  these  medals  can  be  conveyed  by  referring  to  the  spec- 
imens exhibited.  They  are  not  excellent  artistically,  showing  mainly  inscrip- 
tions referring  to  the  theories  of  the  campaign  and  their  supposed  fallacies. 
They  properly  belong  to  the  series  of  Presidential  medals  which  began  with 
Jackson  in  1828,  but  which  fell  off  since  the  Hayes’  campaign,  when  these 
kind  of  medals  were  gradually  supplanted  by  celluloid  buttons,  which,  of 
course,  do  not  belong  to  the  held  of  numismatics. 

This  series  of  Bryan  medals  constitutes  a revival  in  Presidential  medals. 
The  series  can  practically  be  divided  into  two  classes,  those  that  are  pro- 
Bryan.  and  those  that  are  anti-Bryan,  the  former  of  which  are  few  and 
uninteresting.  The  best  of  these  medals  were  struck  by  several  silversmiths 
in  silver,  chiefly  in  the  East  by  Tiffany  and  Gorham.  A series  issued  by 
Jaccard  of  St.  Louis  was  made  by  Tiffany,  and  several  other  firms  struck 
their  own  names  on  these  pieces  after  erasing  Gorham’s  name.  Spaulding’s 
series  was  also  made  by  Gorham. 

There  was  a considerable  quantity  of  the  Bryan  satirical  pieces  struck 
in  the  baser  metals,  mostly  of  extraordinary  size.  They  were  issued  in  va- 
rious cities  of  both  the  Middle  West  and  East,  in  Chicago,  Ohio,  Worcester, 
and  Milwaukee.  A man  named  Tibbetts  of  Ohio  claimed  to  be  the  first  one 
to  make  these  medals,  and  issued  a small  one  giving  the  denomination  of 
five  cents,  with  the  intention  to  sell  it  for  five  cents,  which,  however,  was 
later  changed  to  a dime.  He  wanted  to  have  his  idea  patented,  but  was  un- 
able to  do  so. 

Another  specimen  was  made  of  aluminum,  octagonal  in  shape,  and 
shows  a copy  of  the  head  of  Liberty  of  the  silver  dollar.  The  publisher  tided 
to  have  it  patented  in  Washington,  but  the  issue  was  seized  as  being  an  imi- 
tation of  the  United  States  dollar. 

Tiffany’s  issues  show  the  name  on  the  edge;  those  of  Jaccard,  which 
are  similar,  show  no  name. 


In  regard  to  the  base  metal  issues,  the  best-executed  were  published  by 
Moise  in  San  Francisco;  they  occur  in  all  possible  metals  and  alloys — 
brass,  tin,  lead,  iron,  aluminum,  white  metal,  copper,  and  one  even  of  sheet 
iron.  These  were  frequently  cast,  and  as  they  became  more  desirable  for 
coin  collections  in  later  years  there  have  been  many  recent  imitations,  which 
can  easily  be  distinguished  owing  to  their  faulty  and  poor  casting. 

Only  one  type  of  the  entire  series  shows  a portrait  of  Bryan,  in  the  car- 
icature of  a clown.  There  are  also  a series  of  dimes,  with  humorous  in- 
scriptions, such  as  “One  Dam”,  “United  Snakes  of  America”;  there  is  also 
a series  of  large  imitation  dollars  in  base  metal  carrying  the  line  “In  God 
we  trust  for  the  other  4 7c.” 


ELEVENTH  REGULAR  MEETING. 

November  13,  1914 

After  the  roll  call  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  ap- 
proved, with  a correction  to  the  effect  that  among  the  exhibits  were  also 
about  twenty  pieces  of  Bryan  money  shown  by  Mr.  Proskey. 

The  nominating  committee  then  made  its  report,  putting  in  nomination 
the  following  ticket: 

For  President — Elliott  F.  Smith. 

For  Vice  President — A.  R.  Frey. 

For  Secretary  and  Treasurer — Moritz  Wormser. 

For  Executive  Committee — F.  C.  C.  Boyd,  Chairman;  T.  L.  Elder,  D.  W. 
Valentine,  and  E.  H.  Adams. 

For  Membership  Committee — Daniel  Kennedy,  Chairman;  C.  H.  Imhoff, 
R.  Kohler,  D.  Proskey,  and  J.  W.  Scott. 

For  Publication  Committee — E.  H.  Adams,  G.  H.  Blake,  and  D.  W.  Val- 
entine. 

For  Medallic  Art  Committee — J.  M.  Swanson,  J.  De  Lagerberg,  A.  G. 
Heaton.  E.  T.  Newell,  and  Dr.  G.  F.  Kunz. 

The  Secretary  then  reported  and  read  the  receipt  of  a letter  from 
Signor  Mario  Lanfranco,  Director  of  the  Royal  Mint  in  Rome,  accepting  his 
election  as  corresponding  member. 

The  Secretary  further  reported  and  read  communication  received  advis- 
ing the  Club  of  the  issue  of  medals  commemorating  the  opening  of  the  Pan- 
ama Canal. 

The  Executive  Committee  reported  the  subject  for  the  January  meeting 
to  be  an  address  by  Mr.  Elder,  “A  Plea  for  American  Token  Collecting,”  and 
no  set  subject  for  the  next  meeting  except  the  election  of  officers. 

Mr.  De  Lagerberg,  in  behalf  of  the  Medallic  Art  Committee,  reported 
and  exhibited  the  following  medals:  Sweden,  Boudetaget’s  medal  struck  in 
commemoration  of  the  recent  patriotic  demonstrations  by  the  Swedish  peas- 
ants. The  lucky  penny  of  Sweden  and  Denmark,  previously  mentioned,  the 
Olympic  Games  decoration  given  by  Sweden  in  connection  with  the  fifth 
Olympiad  at  Stockholm,  1912,  (by  courtesy  of  Mr.  Charles  Johansen.) 

By  Mr.  Frey — A Lincoln  medal  in  aluminum  struck  in  commemoration 
of  the  New  York  Numismatic  Club,  giving  the  names  of  the  charter  mem- 
bers on  the  reverse. 

Mr.  Higgins  addressed  the  club  in  connection  with  the  new  subject  in 
which  he  was  interested,  symbolism,  this  being  especially  prominent  in  con- 
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nection  with  coins.  He  also  offered  a resolution  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Club,  which,  after  some  discussion,  was  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee 
for  further  action. 

The  President  then  welcomed  with  great  pleasure  the  guest  of  the  even- 
ing, Mr.  J.  Sanford  Saltus,  and  Mr.  Saltus  replied  with  some  interesting  re- 
marks. 

Among  the  exhibits  of  the  evening  was  one  of  Mr.  Julius  Guttag,  show- 
ing the  new  German  two  mark  and  the  Dutch  two  and  one  half  gulden  notes, 
being  emergency  paper  money,  and  also  two  types  of  the  Swiss  five-franc 
notes  of  1913  and  1914. 

The  meeting  was  then  addressed  by  Mr.  Moritz  Wormser  on  “Historic 
Side  Lights  on  Some  Coins  of  Transylvania.” 

After  the  address  a rising  vote  of  thanks  was  extended  to  Mr.  Wormser. 

A very  few  of  you  here  this  evening  are  likely  to  have  heard  much  about 
Transylvania  or  to  have  been  particularly  interested  in  the  coins  of  that 
country.  Situated  in  a corner  of  the  Austro-Hungarian  Empire,  it  has  es- 
caped national  fame,  until  during  the  last  few  months  we  have  occasionally 
heard  of  this  part  of  the  Austrian  monarchy  as  having  been  invaded,  or  its 
boundaries,  at  least,  having  been  crossed  by  the  invading  Russian  armies. 

Although  comparatively  unknown  in  a historic  sense,  this  small  country 
to  one  who  has  taken  the  trouble  to  investigate  it,  presents  a most  absorb- 
ing history,  and  a series  of  coins  which  are  attractive,  varied  and  of  con- 
siderable historical  as  well  as  numismatic  interest.  Especially  picturesque 
is  the  appearance  of  the  portraits  on  these  coins,  showing  as  they  do  the 
elaborate  costume,  characterized  by  national  features,  which  appear  in  the 
dress  of  the  inhabitants  even  today. 

The  name  “Transylvania”  is  the  officially  latinized  name  for  the  coun- 
try, the  “Land  beyond  the  Forest”,  referring  to  the  wooded  mountains 
which  surround  it  on  all  sides.  The  German  name  is  “Siebenburgen”,  for 
which  there  are  two  explanations;  the  usual,  and  probably  correct  one — -as  it 
corresponds  with  the  representation  on  the  coat  of  arms — refers  to  the  seven 
castles,  or  burgs,  which  formed  the  original  settlements  of  the  so-called  Sax- 
ons: Hermannstadt,  Klausenburg,  Kronstadt,  Bistritz,  Mediasch,  Muhlenbach, 
Schassburg;  the  other  derivation  from  Cibin — castles,  or  settlements,  on  the 
Cibin  River,  Avhich  is  not  very  likely. 

Even  to-day  Transylvania  has  preserved  its  mediaeval  aspects,  the  towns 
having  many  old  walls,  towers,  and  churches,  their  highest  eminences  croAvn- 
ed  with  fortified  castles,  and  the  inhabitants  preserving  many  of  their  an- 
cient customs,  institutions,  and  dress.  It  is  a country  rich  in  historical 
relics,  and  often  there  are  finds  of  hidden  treasures  wdiich  were  confided  to 
hiding  places  during  the  turbulent  war  times  of  older  days.  There  is  a good 
story  of  the  village  of  Heltau  and  its  church.  This  was  struck  by  lightning 
and  seriously  damaged  in  1794,  and  there  was  no  money  available  for  the 
repairs.  The  pastor  and  the  elders  were  helpless,  but  the  old  church  Avard- 
en  offered  to  reveal  a hiding  place  of  the  hidden  church  treasure  which  had 
been  handed  doAvn  to  him  by  his  predecessor.  A movable  panel  was  found 
behind  the  centre  one  of  three  Avooden  chairs.  Inside  was  found  an  iron 
door,  into  Avhich  a rusty  old  key  fitted.  This  led  to  a small  Amult  paved  with 
brick,  one  of  Avhich  wras  marked  with  a cross.  Under  it  Avas  found  a wooden 
chest,  containing  the  silver  treasure  of  the  church,  as  well  as  a bag  of  silver 
and  gold  coins  from  the  time  of  the  Bathorys.  It  Avas  necessary  to  use  only 
part  of  this  treasure  to  defray  these  expenses,  and  the  remainder  Avas  put 


66 


back,  when  at  a much  later  time  in  the  century  it  was  again  recovered  and 
used  up. 

The  collecting  of  coins  of  Transylvania  has  been  a favorite  subject  with 
specialists  who  collect  coins  of  the  Austro-Hungarian  monarchy,  but  two  col- 
lections whose  catalogues  have  been  of  especial  assistance  to  me  and  which, 
owing  to  their  completeness  and  the  scholarliness  of  their  cataloguers,  de- 
serve special  mention,  have  been  that  of  Count  Szechenyi,  catalogued  by  John 
Nepomuk  and  C.  M.  Denis  as  early  as  1807,  and  which  can  be  read  at  our 
Public  Library;  the  other  the  Montenuovo  collection,  which  was  dispersed  at 
auction  in  1880  by  the  firm  of  Adolph  Hess  Nachf.  of  Frankfurt,  Germany, 
but  not  until  first  it  had  been  deservedly  perpetuated  in  an  exhaustive  and 
excellent  catalogue. 

Before  proceeding  further  into  my  subject,  it  will  be  best  to  give  you  a 
summary  of  the  exhibits  which  Mr.  Frey  and  myself  have  here  this  evening, 
and  which  of  course,  merely  touches  on  the  surface  the  large  and  rich  series 
of  Transylvanian  coins.  Upon  my  arrival  here  this  evening  I have  been 
pleasantly  surprised  and  gratified  at  the  fine  series  of  coins  of  Transylvania 
which  Messrs.  Proskey  and  Imhoff  have  brought  with  them,  and  which  are 
supplementing  very  nicely  the  omissions  of  Mr.  Frey’s  and  my  own  tribute. 

The  following  is  a chronological  and  descriptive  list  of  the  coins  exhibit- 
ed here  this  evening  by  Mr.  Frey  and  myself: 

1.  Ducat  of  Sigismund  Bathory,  159  2,  Nagvbanya  Mint.  Obverse  Holy 
Virgin  and  Child.  Reverse  St.  Ladislaus  standing  to  left,  below  small  shield 
with  three  tusks. 


2.  Ducat  of  Sigismund  Bathory,  1597.  Description  is  same,  excepting 
that  St.  Ladislaus  is  standing  to  the  right;  the  date  159  7 appears  in  the  in- 
scription, and  in  the  reverse  field  appear  the  letters  N.  B.,  for  Nagybanya. 


THALIOli  OF  SIGISMUND  BATHORY,  1 597,  NAGYBANYA  MINT 
Collection  of  Moritz  Wormser. 


3.  Thaler  of  Sigismund  Bathory,  159  9.  Nagybanya  Mint.  Obverse  bust 
in  armor  bolding  kalpag;  to  the  right  in  field,  small  Maltese  cross.  Reverse 
crowned  coat  of  arms  showing  three  wolves’  tusks,  this  being  the  Bathory 
arms.  Inscription  shows  “Prince  of  Holy  Roman  Empire,”  and  the  initials 
N.  B.,  for  Nagybanya. 


DUCAT  OF  ANDREAS  BATHORY,  1599.  Collection  of  Moritz  Wormser. 

4.  Ducat  of  AndreaS  Bathory,  1599.  Obverse  bust  in  clerical  garb  full 
face,  holding  Bishop’s  staff.  Reverse,  shield  with  three  wolves  tusks  sur- 
mounted by  cardinal’s  hat.  Letters  N.  B.,  for  Nagybanya  Mint.  Inscription: 
Andreas.  Miser.  Div.  Cardin.  Tr.  Mol.  Et.  Val  Princ.  Episc.  Varmiens.  Sic. 
Com.  1599.  Note  that  instead  of  calling  himself  ruler,  “by  the  grace  of 
Cod”,  he  claims  to  be  so  “through  divine  mercy”. 


DUCAT  OF  HERMAN'  N ST  A D T,  161.",.  Collection  of  Moritz  Wormser. 

5.  Ducat  of  Hermannstdat,  1613,  struck  in  commemoration  of  this 
city’s  homage  to  Gabriel  Bethlen.  Obverse,  inscription  in  six  lines,  referring 
to  the  coronation  under  prosperous  auspices.  On  a plain  shield,  below  a 
crown,  the  crossed  swords  of  Hermannstdat  over  a triangle,  with  hearts  in 
the  corners,  and  the  letters  Ci-Bi.  (Cibiniensis  for  I-Iermanstadt. ) 


DUCAT  OF  GABRTEL  BETHLEN,  1621.  Collection  of  Moritz  Wormser. 

6.  Ducat  of  Gabriel  Bethlen,  1621,  struck  at  Kremnitz.  Obverse,  bust 
to  the  right,  holding  sceptre.  Initials  K.  B.,  for  Kremnitz.  Reverse,  Virgin 
holding  infant,  upon  small  Hungarian  shield.  Inscription  refers  to  his  be- 
ing elected  King  of  Hungary,  etc. 

7.  Ducat  of  Gabriel  Bethlen,  1622.  Same  description. 

8.  Ducat  of  George  Rakoczi,  1 646.  Same  description  as  following. 
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DUCAT  OF  GEORGE  RAKOZI,  1616.  Collection  of  Moritz  Wormser. 

9.  Ducat  of  George  Rakoczi.  Bust  to  right,  holding  sceptre.  Reverse 
eagle  holding  sword,  striding  to  the  left,  this  being  the  Rakoczi  family  in- 
signit,  “aquila,”  above  lino,  below  seven  castles;  initials  A.  I.,  for  Alba  Iulia 
( Weissenburg. ) 


DUCAT  OP  ACHAT  I US  BARCZA1,  1659.  Collection  of  Moritz  Wormser. 

10.  Ducat  of  Achatius  Barczai,  struck  at  Clausenburg,  1659.  Bust  to 
right  holding  sceptre.  Reverse  crowned  coat  of  arms,  showing  half  eagle, 
sun  and  crescent,  and  seven  castles  of  Transylvania;  and  arm  holding  sword 
transfixed  by  arrow,  being  the  shield  of  the  family  of  Barczay,  small  letters 
C.  V.  (for  Color-Var.) 


MICHAEL  APAFI,  HERMANNSTADT  DUCAT,  1662.  Collection  of  A.  R.  Frey. 

11.  Michael  Apafi  Ducat,  1662.  Hermannstadt  Mint.  Obverse  half 
length  to  right  holding  kalpag.  Reverse  elaborate  crowned  arms  of  Tran- 
sylvania, with  center  shield  of  family  of  Apafi;  below  the  shield  of  Her- 
mannstadt, showing  the  triangle  and  the  crossed  swords. 


THALER  OF  MICHAEL  ARAFI,  16, SI.  Collection  of  Moritz  Wormser. 


12.  Thaler  Michael  Apafi,  1681,  struck  at  A.  I.  Weissenburg.  Obverse 
kneeling  figure  to  right  holding  sceptre.  Reverse  crowned  coat  of  arms 
showing  the  seven  castles,  the  sun  and  crescent  and  the  half  eagle  of  Tran- 
sylvania, and  the  small  shield  of  Apafi,  a helmet  transfixed  by  a sword. 


DUCAT  OF  EMER1CH  TOKOL1,  1690.  Collection  of  Moritz  Wormser. 

13.  Ducat  of  Emerich  Tokoli,  16  90.  Obverse  bust  to  right  holding 
sceptre.  Reverse,  coat  of  arms  of  Transylvania  with  family  shield  of  Tokoli, 
showing  double  eagle  and  surmounted  by  two  helmets  from  which  spring 
two  lions. 

14.  Ducat  of  Charles  VI.  struck  for  Transylvania,  1738.  Reverse 
double  eagle,  with  Transylvania  centre  shield.  Obverse,  laureated  head  of 
Emperor  to  right. 


MARIA  THERESA  DUCAT  STRUCK  FOR  TRANSYLVANIA,  1761. 

Collection  of  A.  R.  Frey. 

15.  Ducat  of  Maria  Theresa  struck  for  Transylvania,  1761.  Obirerse, 
bust  of  Empress  to  right.  Reverse,  same  as  before. 

This  very  small  sample  list  of  exhibitions  will  show  you  the  variety  of 
mints,  which  must  seem  surprising  for  such  a small  country,  and  in  addition 
to  these  there  are  quite  a few  more  in  Messrs.  Proskey  and  Imhoff’s  exhibits, 
namely,  those  of  Fogaras  (A.  F. — Arcis  Forgarasiensis) , Mediasch,  (M.  S. — 
Megyes  Civitas),  Schaessburg  and  Kronstadt,  (C.  B. — Civitas  Brassovia. ) 


JOHN  I.,  ZAPOLVA,  CLAUSENBURG  DUCAT,  1540.  Collection  of  C.  H.  Imlioff. 


In  reference  to  the  mint  at  Alba  Julia,  the  old  Roman  City,  later  Weis- 
senburg, the  name  of  this  city  was  later  changed  to  Karlsburg,  named  after 
Emperor  Charles  VI.,  in  whose  reign  it  was  converted  into  a strong  fortress. 
In  connection  with  Nagybanva  and  its  mint,  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  very 
rich  mines  of  precious  metals  are  located  near  this  city,  and  that  in  fact 
Transylvania  is  very  rich  in  such  products.  This  may  account  for  the  very 
comprehensive  gold  coinage  of  this  country,  small  though  it  is,  and  the  fre- 
quency of  issues  of  10-ducat  pieces,  which  have  been  struck  by  nearly  every- 


one  of  its  rulers,  and  as  a reminder  let  me  tell  you  that  a 10-ducat  piece  is  a 
gold  piece  the  size  of  a thaler,  as  you  can  see  in  the  specimen  shown.  In 
fact,  in  passing  I want  to  mention  that  one  ruler,  Michael  Apafi,  in  167  7 
struck  a 100-ducat  piece,  in  two  copies  only,  one  of  which  was  given  as  a 
present  to  Emperor  Leopold,  and  is  in  the  Imperial  Cabinet  at  Vienna. 


GABRIEL  BATHORY,  NAG  V RAN  YA  DUCAT,  1613.  Collection  of  David  Prosjtey. 

I have  here  a sketch  map  which  will  give  you  a clearer  idea  of  the  exact 
location  of  Transylvania  in  the  southeast  corner  of  Austria-Hungary,  border- 
ing on  what  to-day  are  Bulgaria  and  Rumania,  and  if  you  consider  this  situ- 
ation for  a moment  it  will  be  clear  to  you  that  Transylvania  for  many  centu- 
ries formed  the  pioneer  state  of  western  civilization  as  well  as  the  buffer 
state  between  the  East  and  the  West,  between  Turkey  and  Austria. 


GABRIEL  BETHLEN,  CLAUSENBURG  DUCAT,  1611.  Collection  of  C.  H.  Tmlioff. 

Transylvania  was  originally  part  of  the  Roman  Empire,  the  Province 
of  Dacia,  and  after  the  collapse  of  the  Roman  Empire  was  exposed  to  the  in- 
roads and  invasions  of  every  succeeding  horde  of  conquerors  which  rolled 
from  the  East  to  the  West.  Thus  it  was  successively  settled  by  the  Goths, 
Huns,  and  a number  of  other  nationalities,  and  then  the  Bulgarians,  Mag- 
yars and  Kumanes.  King  Ladislaus  I.  of  Hungary  in  the  eleventh  century 
subdued  the  Kumanes  and  annexed  the  country  which  is  now  Transylvania 
to  Hungary. 

It  was  undoubtedly  during  this  period  that  one  of  the  three  nationalities 
which  for  a long  time  were  the  only  ones  enjoying  political  rights  in  Tran- 
sylvania was  settled  there.  These  were  the  Szekler,  who  are  descendants  of 
the  Magyar  race,  and  whose  name  literally  means  “Guardians  of  the  Fron- 
tier,” which  sufficiently  explains  the  purpose  of  their  settlement  in  Transyl- 
vania. 

Our  coins  show  this  element  of  the  population,  for  the  sun  and  crescent 
of  the  coat  of  arms  which  we  have  already  described  is  the  symbol  of  this 
race.  All  the  coins  also  refer  to  the  title  of  the  princes  of  Transylvania  as 
counts  of  the  Szekler,  “Comes  Siculorum.” 

The  second  important  element  of  the  population  consists  of  the  so-called 
“Saxons,”  a pure  German  race  which  had  been  called  to  Transylvania  in  the 
twelfth  century,  when  Hungary  was  ruled  by  Geisa  II.  They  came  from 
Flanders,  and  the  Rhein  countries,  and  some  probably  also  from  the  Saxon 
lands  for  the  purpose  of  colonizing  and  establishing  German  culture  in  these 
fertile  but  uncultivated  frontier  lands.  They  later  constituted  the  burgher 
class  in  the  political  make-up  of  the  country. 
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DUCAT,  1620.  Collection  of  David  Proskey. 


The  third  one  of  the  recognized  nationalities  are  the  Hungarians,  a large 
stream  of  whom  had  gradually  filtered  into  the  country  to  live  side  by  side 
with  the  other  two,  especially  during  the  many  years  that  Transylvania  was 
joined  to  Hungary.  These  constituted  principally  the  estate  of  the  nobles. 

Outside  of  other  minor  racial  elements,  there  is  still  a fourth  very  im- 
portant one,  which,  however,  has  only  in  the  last  two  centuries  achieved 
such  importance  and  then  caused  considerable  internal  strife.  This  is  the 
Wallachian  or  Rumanian  element,  descendents  of  the  old  Roman  legions  and 
an  admixture  of  later  invaders. 


JOHANN  KEMENY,  CLAUSEN  BU RG  THALER,  1661.  Collection  of  David  Proskey. 

Another  interesting  incident  in  the  colonization  of  Transylvania  occur- 
red under  King  Andrew  I.  of  Hungary,  who  called  in  the  Knights  of  the  Teu- 
tonic Older  in  the  last  half  of  the  thirteenth  century  and  gave  them  posses- 
sion of  the  so-called  “Burzenland,”  a part  of  Transylvania,  where  they 
might  carry  on  war  against,  oppress  and  convert  the  heathen  Kumanes.  The 
Order  succeeded,  but  grew  so  independent  in  its  success  that  it  attempted  to 
turn  over  its  land  in  direct  allegiance  to  the  Pope,  ignoring  the  overlordship 
of  the  King  of  Hungary.  The  latter  of  course  could  not  permit  this,  and  de- 
prived the  Teutonic  Order  of  its  lands  in  Transylvania,  driving  it  out  of 
these  possessions. 

Transylvania  suffered  from  the  invasion  of  the  Mongols  in  1241,  and 
that  of  the  Turks  in  1391,  but  as  a rule  it  enjoyed  internal  peace  and  order 
under  the  rule,  and  as  a part  of  the  lands  of  the  Hungarian  Kings.  In  1224 
King  Andrew  II.  granted  to  the  Saxons  of  Transylvania  their  Golden  Charter, 
and  among  his  successors  was  King  Mathew,  whose  rule  was  so  benevolent 
that  upon  his  death  his  subjects  said  “The  King  is  dead,  and  dead  now  is 
justice.” 

Transylvania  owes  its  existence  as  a separate  state  to  the  invasion  of  the 
Turks,  which  in  the  battle  of  Mohacs,  1 526.  destroyed  the  Kingdom  of  Hun- 
gary. Its  independence  began  in  1535  and  finally  ended  in  1713,  and  this  is 
the  period  which  is  roughly  covered  by  our  coins  this  evening. 


MICHAEL  A PA  FI,  POGAIIAS  TEN  DUCATS,  1670.  Collection  of  C.  H.  Imhoff 


Johann  Zapolya,  a Transylvanian  noble,  made  common  cause  with  the 
invading  Turks,  and  as  a reward  was  made  King  of  Hungary,  and  received 
Transylvania  as  vassal  of  the  Sultan.  It  had  been  agreed,  however,  that  after 
Zapolya’s  death  Hungary  should  revert  to  Emperor  Ferdinand,  and,  as  this 
stipulation  was  not  observed,  restless  conditions  continued  in  Transylvania 
until  finally  Stephen  Bathory  in  1571  was  elected  Prince  of  Transylvania  by 
the  Estates.  He  had  the  honor  in  15  76  to  be  elected  King  of  Poland,  so 
that  his  brother,  Christophre  Bathory,  was  designated  as  his  successor  with 
the  title  of  “Vaiwoda.”  These  were  the  first  princes  of  this  noble  family 
which  was  destined  to  give  a number  of  rulers  to  the  elective  throne  of 
Transylvania.  The  next  ruler  of  this  family  was  Sigismund  Bathory,  shown 
in  our  exhibit,  who  introduced  the  order  of  the  Jesuits,  and  in  order  to  rid 


MICHAEL  Al’AFI,  HEXAGONAL  T H A LEU  KLJPPE,  I I E 1 IM  ANNSTA  I >T,  1663. 

Collection  of  David  Proskev. 


himself  of  the  Turkish  sovereignty  entered  into  a treaty  of  alliance  with 
Emperor  Rudolph  II.  in  1 595.  Sigismund  was  to  receive  the  rank  of  a Prince 
°f  the  Holy  Roman  Empire,  and  a knight  of  the  Golden  Fleece,  and  Tran- 
sylvania, parts  of  Hungary,  Moldavia  and  Wallachy — whose  Vaiwoda  had 
i ebelled  against  the  lurks  and  desired  the  protection  of  Sigismund — were  to 
be  ceded  to  Sigismund  for  life.  If  he  were  to  die  without  heir,  these  prov- 
inces were  to  be  joined  to  Hungary  at  such  time.  He  was  also  to  receive  in 
marriage  the  hands  of  a princess  of  the  house  of  Hapsburg,  and  as  a result 
married  Mary  Christine,  daughter  of  Duke  Charles  of  Styria.  Supported  by 


the  Emperor,  he  waged  successful  wars  against  the  Turks,  and  penetrated 
into  Wallachy,  as  far  as  Tergovitz.  In  15  97  he  resigned  his  Transylvania 
throne  for  the  Duchy  of  Oppeln,  in  Silesia,  and  an  annual  pension  of  50,000 
ducats,  ceding  Transylvania  to  Rudolph  in  accordance  with  his  treaty.  But, 
dissatisfied  with  this  arrangement  and  vacillating  and  undecided  as  he  was, 
he  returned  the  following  year  to  resume  his  rule  over  Transylvania.  In 
159  9 he  sent  his  wife,  Princess  Christine,  back  to  Styria,  and  on  Feb.  18 
turned  the  reins  of  government  over  to  his  cousin,  Andrew  Cardinal  Bishop 
of  Ermeland,  this  latter  being  situated  in  Prussia  and  subject  to  Poland. 
Andrew’s  reign  lasted  only  until  Oct.  30  of  that  year,  as  he  was  decisively 
beaten  by  the  Imperial  General  George  Basta  in  the  “Pass  of  the  Red  Tow- 
er,” and  was  subsequently  assassinated.  Thus  his  rule  lasted  only  seven 
months,  and  his  coins,  of  which  we  have  a ducat  on  exhibition,  are  very 
rare.  In  fact,  neither  Montenuovo  nor  Szechenyi  possess  one,  and  Denis  in 
his  catalogue  states  that  coins  of  this  ruler  are  unknown.  Kohler,  on  the 
other  hand,  in  the  “Ducat  Cabinet”  described  this  coin.  A gold  coin,  as  well 
as  a thaler,  are  known  also,  which  were  struck  by  the  Vaiwoda  Michael  the 
Brave,  who  helped  in  the  defeat  of  Andrew. 


GAB RIEL  BBTHLEN,  MEDIASCH  DOUBLE  THALER  ICL1PPE,  16:27. 

Collection  of  C.  H.  Imhoff. 

In  16  01  Sigismund  returned  to  avenge  the  murder  of  Andrew  and  was 
re-elected  Prince  of  Transylvania  by  the  Diet.  But  as  the  Emperor  did  not 
approve  of  this  election  and  as  the  imperial  army  under  George  Basta  lent 
emphasis  to  the  Emperor’s  wishes,  Sigismund  was  finally  compelled  to  abdi- 
cate and  to  retire  to  Prague,  where  he  continued  to  live  and  enjoy  his  pen- 
sion until  1613. 

These  and  the  following  years  were  years  of  misery  and  utter  despair 
for  Transylvania.  The  city  of  Hermannstadt  even  issued  medals  upon  the 
frightful  conditions  obtaining,  owing  to  the  devastation  of  the  Imperial, 
Turkish,  Wallachian  armies,  and  their  camp  follower,  the  plague.  The  Aus- 
trians were  finally  compelled  to  retreat,  and  Stephen  Boskai  followed,  but 
ruled  only  three  years,  to  be  followed  by  Sigismund  Rackoczi  for  only  one 
year.  The  last  of  the  Bathorys,  Gabriel  Bathory,  followed  him,  after  being 
elected  by  the  Estates.  He  ruled  with  such  cruelty  that  he  was  called  “Tran- 
sylvania’s pestilence,”  and  the  Turks  gave  him  the  epithet  “Madman.”  Ga- 
briel’s armies  had  to  stand  siege  in  the  city  of  Hermannstadt  in  1611,  while 
he  himself  laid  siege  to  the  city  of  Kronstadt  in  1612,  which  was  bravely 
defended  by  Michael  Weiss,  to  which  sieges  several  coins  bear  witness. 
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Bethlen  Gabor,  or,  as  he  is  better  known,  Gabriel  Bethlen,  asked  assistance 
from  the  Turks,  calling  the  attention  of  the  Sultan  to  Bathory’s  cruel  mis- 
rule. A large  Turkish  army  came  to  the  rescue,  and  Gabriel  Bathory  was 
assassinated  at  Grosswardein  in  1613. 

Gabriel  Bethlen  was  elected  as  successor,  and  upon  his  succession  the 
ducat  shown  here  was  struck  by  the  city  of  Hermannstadt.  Gabriel  Bathory 
had  said  of  the  city  of  Hermannstadt  that  “He  who  will  make  himself  mas- 
ter of  Transylvania,  must  have  the  keys  of  Hermannstadt  in  his  pocket.”  I 
wish  to  call  attention  to  this  ducat,  which  shows  prominently  the  coat  of 
arms  of  Hermannstadt,  two  crossed  swords.  This  refers  to  the  legend  that 
there  the  Saxons  under  Count  Herman  gave  their  vows  of  allegiance  to  King 
Geisa  over  two  swords  driven  crosswise  into  the  ground,  which  are  repre- 
sented therefore  in  the  city’s  arms. 

Gabriel  Bethlen  remained  at  the  helm  of  Transylvania  from  1613  until 
his  death  in  1629,  and  managed  to  navigate  the  ship  of  state  through  the 
turbulent  waves  of  the  Thirty  Years’  War  with  a firm  hand,  establishing 
what  might  be  called  the  “Golden  Age”  of  Transylvania. 

We  have  already  seen  that  he  had  established  himself  with  the  aid  of 
the  Turks,  and  when  the  beginning  of  the  Thirty  Years’  War  broke  out  in 
1618,  they  soon  found  him  espousing  the  cause  of  the  Protestants.  He  in- 
vaded the  Hungarian  lands  of  the  Emperor,  penetrated  far  into  them,  and 
was  elected  King  of  Hungary.  On  the  coins  shown  here  to-night  this  ex- 
plains the  legend  “Electus  Hungariae,  etc.,  Rex,”  the  Hungarian  shield,  as 
well  as  the  fact  that  these  coins  came  from  the  Kremnitz  mint,  which  as 
you  know,  is  not  in  Transylvania,  but  in  Hungary.  What  strikes  me  rather 
as  an  anomaly  on  these  coins  is  the  picture  of  the  Holy  Virgin,  in  spite  of 
the  fact  that  they  were  struck  by  a Protestant  prince  fighting  in  behalf  of 
his  religion — or  at  least  nominally  doing  so — and  it  proves  the  occasional 
preponderance  of  type  rather  than  thought  in  the  design  of  coins,  the  Ma- 
donna evidently  surviving  from  the  coins  of  Sigismund  Bathory.  Gabriel 
Bethlen  waged  war  against  the  Emperor  three  times,  but  proved  rather  a 
faithless  ally,  as  he  always  allowed  himself  to  be  pacified  by  the  cession  of 
some  small  slices  of  Hungary  and  Silesia.  He  married  Katherine  of  Bran- 
denburg, a Protestant  princess,  and  the  last  years  of  his  life  were  devoted  to 
the  pursuits  of  peace  and  the  furtherance  of  its  blessings  in  his  lands,  in- 
dustry, arts  and  commerce  flourishing  in  Transylvania.  Upon  his  death  he 
was  generous  enough  to  leave  47,000  thaler  for  the  establishment  of  the 
academy  at  Weissenburg. 


ACHATIUS  BARCSAY,  Cl  ION  ST  A I >T  NECESSITY  THALER,  1C,  Ml. 
Collection  of  David  Proske-y. 
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After  a short  interval  of  internal  dissension,  the  Estates  in  1631  elected 
George  Rakoczi  I.  as  prince,  and  he  also  succeeded  in  establishing  for  Tran- 
sylvania a place  in  international  history  and  politics  by  joining  France  and 
Sweden  in  1 643  in  their  war  upon  Austria.  He  thereby  secured  further 
parts  of  Hungary  for  his  domains,  and  the  title  of  Prince  of  the  Holy  Roman 
Empire  as  well  as  religious  privileges  for  the  Protestants  of  Hungary.  He 
is  represented  by  a number  of  coins  to-night. 

In  164  8,  upon  his  death,  he  was  succeeded  by  his  son  George  Rakoczi 
II.,  who  had  the  misfortune  to  be  too  ambitious,  and,  against  the  wishes  of 
Turkey,  allied  himself  to  the  Swedes,  and  attacked  Poland  with  a strong 
army.  He  was  badly  defeated,  and  the  Sultan,  to  punish  him  for  his  disre- 
gard of  his  wishes,  attempted  to  compel  him  to  abdicate. 

A large  army  of  Turks  and  Wallachians  overran  Transylvania  in  order 
to  put  on  the  throne  the  proteges  of  the  Sultan,  first  Franz  Rhedey,  and  then 
Achatius  Barczay,  whose  ducat  and  thaler  are  shown  here.  The  latter’s 
reign  was  short-lived,  from  1658-1660,  and  rested  mainly  on  the  Turkish 
arms  and  armies.  Rakoczy  was  defeated  by  Achatius  Barczay  at  Clausen- 
burg  and  died  in  1660  as  the  result  of  a wound  received  in  this  battle.  But 
Barczay  in  his  turn  was  not  supported  by  the  Estates,  and  after  a defeat  was 
compelled  to  resign  in  favor  of  the  candidate  of  the  Estates,  Johann  Kemeny, 
who  took  no  chances  and  had  Barczay  assassinated  or  executed.  (One  of 
his  thaler  is  shown  by  Mr.  Proskey. ) Johann  Kemeny  fared  no  better,  as 
the  Sultan  could  not  sanction  his  election,  and  in  spite  of  the  aid  of  impe- 
rial auxiliaries  he  was  defeated  by  the  Turks  at  Gross-Alisch,  and  fell  in  this 
battle. 

The  Turks  then  decided  that  it  was  time  to  establish  a stronger  man  on 
the  throne  of  Transylvania,  and  Michael  Apafi,  son  of  a judge  or  Mayor  of 
Hermannstadt,  was  elected  by  the  Estates  in  16  61.  There  is  a story  con- 
nected with  his  election,  as  follows:  The  Sultan  instructed  his  vizier,  Ali 
Pasha,  that  a ruler  must  be  found,  and  this  clever  vizier  picked  up  the  first 
man  he  found  in  the  market-place  at  Maros  Vasarhely,  thinking  that  he  could 
fill  the  place.  The  man  proved  to  be  only  a butcher,  who  lacked  confidence 
in  himself  and  his  ability  to  make  good,  but  he  offered  to  take  the  Pasha  to 
the  right  man.  With  a retinue  of  5 00  horsemen,  they  rode  to  Apafi’s  castle 
at  Malmburg,  and  proclaimed  him  regent  at  Maros  Vasarhely. 

Michael  Apafi  ruled  the  land  successfully  and  with  a strong  hand,  (there 
are  quite  a number  of  his  coins  here  tonight),  and  he  even  piloted  the  coun- 
try through  the  wars  between  the  Emperor  and  the  Turks,  during  which  the 
Turks  laid  siege  to  Vienna  in  1683.  He  himself  had  to  take  part  in  this 
siege  on  the  side  of  the  Turks,  and  was  rewarded  by  the  Sultan  with  the 
promise  of  the  succeession  as  prince  of  Transylvania  for  his  son.  But  the 
imperial  arms  proved  victorious  over  the  Turks,  and  the  strong  places  of 
Transylvania  were  conquered  and  occupied  by  the  Emperor’s  armies.  This 
compelled  Apafi  and  the  Estates  of  Transylvania  in  168  8 to  recognize  the 
sovereignty  of  Austria  and  to  agree  to  the  ultimate  absorption  of  Transy' 
vania  into  Hungary. 

Michael  Apafi  died  in  1690,  and  his  son,  Michael  II.,  who  was  not  yet  of 
age,  was  supported  by  the  Austrians  as  candidate.  The  Turks,  however,  set 
up  Emerich  Tokoli,  (see  the  ducat  in  our  exhibit),  who  was  accepted  by  the 
diet  of  the  Estates  in  September,  16  90,  as  prince  of  Transylvania.  His  rule 
only  lasted  until  the  end  of  this  same  year,  when  ’he  was  driven  out  by  the 
imperial  troops,  under  Ludwig  of  Baden,  and  compelled  to  retire  into  Wal- 
laehy.  His  career  as  a soldier  of  fortune,  however,  is  sufficiently  pictur- 


76 


esque  to  be  considered  by  us  briefly.  He  was  the  son  of  a Hungarian  noble- 
man who  had  taken  part  in  a conspiracy  against  Emperor  Leopold,  had  been 
besieged  in  his  castle  and  died.  Emerich  Tokloi  escaped  to  Transylvania, 
was  protected  by  Michael  Apafi  and  made  general  over  troops  sent  into  Hun- 
gary. This  was  the  period  of  the  Turkish  campaign  against  Vienna,  during 
which  Tokoli  was  made  King  of  Hungary.  Together  with  Kara  Mustapha, 
he  was  in  command  of  the  Turkish  army  before  Vienna,  but  later,  in  1685, 
was  accused  of  treason,  put  in  chains  and  taken  before  the  Sultan  at  Adrian- 
ople.  He  was  restored  to  favor,  however,  and  with  an  army  of  9 000  Turkish 
troops  invaded  Hungary  again  in  1686.  It  is  interesting  to  note  here  that 
Christian  nobles  fought  on  the  side  of  the  Turks,  in  fact  that  in  Hungary 
the  Turks  appeared  as  the  supporters  of  Protestantism,  while  the  Emperor 
sought  to  exterminate  it  among  the  Hungarian  nobles  in  the  most  ruthless 
manner. 

This  invasion  of  Hungary  failed,  and  Tokoli  was  defeated  at  Grosswar- 
dein  by  the  Austrian  General  Heusler  in  1688;  after  the  Sultan  had  set  him 
up  as  prince  of  Transylvania  in  1689  he  had  an  army  of  16,000  men  at  his 
command  and  defeated  Heusler  in  turn  at  Zernest  in  1689.  His  official 
election  as  Prince  of  Transylvania,  as  we  already  saw,  took  place  in  169  0, 
but  his  reign  soon  came  to  an  end.  He  took  part  in  all  further  campaigns  of 
the  Turks  against  the  Emperor  and  remained  a close  adviser  of  the  Sultan. 
Exiled  and  banished  by  the  Emperor,  he  passed  the  rest  of  his  days  in  Tur- 
kish territory,  mainly  in  Constantinople,  where  he  enjoyed  rich  lands  and  a 
good  pension,  and  dies  highly  honored  in  1705. 

Though  not  shown  here  to-night,  it  is  interesting,  in  connection  with 
Tokoli’s  career,  to  mention  three  medals  that  refer  to  his  fate.  One  of  these 
shows  the  portrait  of  Tokoli  and  a rearing  horse  with  its  keeper  prostrate  on 
the  ground;  the  second  one  a different  portrait,  and  the  Count  falling  from 
a high  cliff,  thrown  over  by  an  eagle.  The  third  one  is  struck  on  one  side 
only,  and  shows  the  two  conjoined  hands  of  Kara  Mustapha  and  Tokoly,  with 
the  legend  “Quod  Mihi,  id  tibi  continget,”  “My  fate  shall  be  thine.”  This 
refers  to  the  fact  that  Kara  Mustapha  suffered,  as  he  fell  into  disfavor  with 
the  Sultan  and  was  strangled  at  Belgrade  by  his  orders,  after  he  had  pre- 
dicted the  same  fate  for  his  old  companion  in  arms,  Tokoli,  but  as  we  saw, 
Tokoli  lived  to  a good  old  age  to  give  the  laugh  to  Mustapha’s  prophecy. 

Now  to  come  back  briefly  to  the  story  of  Transylvania,  Emperor  Leopold 
prevailed  upon  Michael  Apafi  II.  to  abdicate  in  his  favor,  and  by  the  so-called 
Leopoldinian  Diploma  in  1691  guaranteed  to  Transylvania  and  its  Estates  all 
its  ancient  rights  and  liberties — especially  its  ancient  religious  liberties — in 
consideration  of  his  recognition  as  sovereign.  This  Austrian  sovereignty  was 
finally  recognized  a’so  by  the  Porte  in  the  peace  treaty  of  Carlowitz. 

Hereafter  the  coins  of  Transylvania  are  merely  those  of  the  Emperors 
of  Austria,  giving  all  their  titles,  but  struck  at  the  respective  mints  of  Tran- 
sylvania, and  showing  the  Transylvanian  center  shield  on  the  Imperial  Eagle, 
and  giving  prominence  to  the  title  of  “Princeps  Transylvaniae.”  Some  of 
these  Austrian  coins  for  Transylvania  are  also  shown  here  this  evening. 

To  be  historically  exact,  there  are  further  independent  Transylvanian 
coins,  due  to  the  rebellion  of  Francis  Rakoczi,  the  leader  of  the  Hungarian 
Malcontents  from  1 704-1  71  1,  who  re-established  Transylvanian  independence 
for  a few  brief  years. 

But  hereafter  Transylvania  ceased  to  exist  as  an  independent  national 
entity,  and  its  coins  are  really  Austrian  coins. 

I was  afraid  that  my  talk  would  be  based  only  on  the  very  smallest  of 


exhibits,  and  to  be  quite  personal,  I was  only  going  to  show  you  four  coins 
whose  recent  acquisition  caused  me  to  look  up  their  history  somewhat,  and  is 
responsible  for  inflicting  this  lengthy  discussion  on  you.  Then  I received 
quite  some  assistance  from  Mr.  Frey  by  the  offer  of  his  exhibit,  and  with  the 
aid  of  the  very  wonderful  exhibits  of  Messrs.  Imhoff  and  Proskey  you  really 
have  a very  fair  idea  of  the  entire  coinage  of  Transylvania.  There  is  also 
a very  good  series  of  Transylvania  coins  at  The  American  Numismatic  Socie- 
ty, which  I hope  you  will  examine  upon  your  next  visit  there,  when  I trust 
you  will  remember  something  of  the  history  of  the  rulers  shown  on  them, 
who  after  such  valiant  deeds  and  fights  for  their  crown  against  Turks  and 
Emperor  have  finally  come  to  rest  in  the  cases  of  the  society  and  in  the  cab- 
inets of  hobby-riding  numismatists. 

Mr.  Frey  and  Mr.  Proskey  also  made  some  remarks  in  connection  with 
the  subject  of  the  evening. 

In  connection  with  the  subject  of  Transylvania,  Messrs.  Frey  and  Worm- 
ser  exhibited  a number  of  coins  which  are  described  in  the  address,  and  the 
following  series  of  Transylvanian  coins  were  also  exhibited: 

By  Mr.  Proskey — Sigismund  Bathory  Thalers,  1590  and  1594;  Gabriel 
Bathory  Ducat,  1613;  Gabriel  Bethlen,  Weissenburg  Ducat,  1620;  Gabriel 
Bethlen,  Thaler,  1 627;  Georg  Rakozi  II.,  Nagybanya  Thaler,  1649;  Archa- 
tius  Barcasy  Cronstad  Necessity  Thaler,  1660;  Johann  Kemeny,  Clausenburg 
Thaler,  1661;  Michael  Apafi,  Hexagonal  Thaler  Klippe,  Hermannstadt,  16  63; 
Michael  Apafi,  Cronstadt  “Zwolfer”  (groschen  of  1 2 denarii),  16  73;  Michael 
Apafi,  Fogaras  Ducat,  1648;  Chas.  VI.,  one-half  thaler,  struck  for  Transyl- 
vania; Maria  Theresa  ducat  for  Transylvania,  1763;  One  Greschl,  17  64  and 
1765;  10  kr.  Maria  Theresa,  176  5,  struck  for  Transylvania;  Hermannstadt 
small  silver  coin,  struck  to  commemorate  homage  to  Archduke  Ferdinand 
1837. 

By  Mr.  Imhoff — Johann  I,  Zapolva,  Clausenburg  Ducat,  1540;  Sigis- 
mund Bathory,  Hermannstadt  Ducat,  1588;  Sigismund  Bathory,  Thaler, 
1590;  Gabriel  Bethlen,  Clausenburg  Ducat,  1614;  Gabriel  Bethlen,  Mediascli 
Double  Thaler  Klippe,  1627;  Gabriel  Bethlen,  Kremnitz  Thaler,  1621;  Ga- 
briel Bethlen,  Nagybanya  Ducat,  1629;  Gabriel  Bethlen,  Nagybanya  Thaler, 
1629;?George  Rakoczi  II.,  Nagybanya  Ducat,  1657;  George  Rakoczi  II., 
Thaler,  1659;  Michael  Apafi,  Fogaras,  10  Ducats,  1 670;  Michael  Apafi,  Weis- 
senburg Thaler,  1683. 


TWELFTH  REGULAR  MEETING 
December  11,  1014 

After  the  roll  call  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read,  and  ac- 
cepted, with  some  slight  corrections,  especially  to  the  effect  that  the  Lincoln 
medal  of  the  New  York  Numismatic  Club  had  been  exhibited  by  Mr.  Higgins, 
and  not  by  Mr.  Frey. 

The  Paper  Money  Committee.  Store  Card  Committee,  and  Publicity 
Committee  all  reported  progress. 

The  Treasurer  submitted  his  annual  financial  report. 

The  Secretary  reported  the  receipt  of  a very  graceful  letter  of  accept- 
ance of  his  election  to  honorary  membership  by  Mr.  Memmo  Cagiati,  as  well 
as  the  receipt  of  his  photograph,  and  his  following  publications:  II  Supple- 
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mento  All’Opera,  etc.,  1911,  1912,  1913,  and  the  January-March  and  April- 
June,  1914. 

The  Secretary  further  reported  the  receipt  of  two  specimen  medals 
which  had  been  issued  privately  in  New  York  upon  the  opening  of  the  Pan- 
ama Canal.  He  also  reported  the  receipt  of  a letter  from  the  New  York  Li- 
brary in  regard  to  the  publications  of  the  Club,  and  the  receipt  of  one  mag- 
azine. The  Secretary  also  reported  the  following  in  regard  to  the  member- 
ship of  the  Club:  In  the  beginning  of  1914  the  club  had  seventy  regular 
members,  to  which  were  elected  during  the  year  twelve  regular  members. 
We  also  elected  four  corresponding  members,  one  honorary  member,  making 
a total  of  eighty-seven  members,  from  which  the  Club  lost  three  through 
resignations,  one  through  death,  one  dropped,  and  two  whose  standing  is 
doubtful  at  the  present  time,  making  a total  membership  of  all  grades  at 
the  present  time  of  eighty. 

Mr.  Boyd  in  behalf  of  the  Executive  Committee  submitted  its  report  as 
follows:  By  way  of  a summary  of  the  activities  of  the  club  during  the  year, 
the  average  attendance  at  the  meeting  was  twenty-one  and  during  the  course 
of  the  year  a total  of  eight  papers  had  been  read  before  the  club.  The  read- 
ing of  the  following  papers  is  planned  for  the  next  meetings: 

January  meeting,  “A  Plea  for  American  Token  Collectors,”  by  Mr.  T. 
L.  Elder. 

February  meeting,  “United  States  Fractional  Paper  Money  Civil  War 
Period,”  by  Dr.  D.  W.  Valentine. 

March  meeting,  “War  Medals  of  the  Confederacy,”  by  Mr.  Bauman  L. 
Belden. 

April  meeting,  “The  Greek  Cities  of  Sicily,”  (illustrated),  by  Mr.  S.  H. 
Chapman. 

The  Executive  Committee  also  called  to  the  attention  of  the  Club  and 
read  a letter  received  from  Mr.  Thomas  L.  Elder  recommending  that  some 
action  be  taken  to  urge  upon  the  government  the  adoption  of  a new  and 
more  artistic  design  for  the  silver  coinage  of  the  United  States,  which  could 
by  law  be  changed  in  1917. 

The  withdrawal  of  Mr.  Higgins’  resolution  was  also  announced. 

The  application  of  Mr.  Herbert  Niklewicz  to  membership  was  received, 
and  referred  to  the  Membership  Committee. 

The  Publication  Committee  recommended  deferring  for  the  following 
year  the  publication  of  the  year  books,  so  that  both  1914  and  1915  should  be 
combined. 

In  behalf  of  the  Medallic  Art  Committee,  Mr.  Swanson  reported  that  the 
hundredth  anniversary  of  the  Battle  of  New  Orleans  would  be  commemorat- 
ed by  the  re-issue  of  a medal  struck  upon  that  occasion  a hundred  years  ago, 
and  that  also  a Jackson  medal  would  be  re-issued  on  that  occasion. 

Mr.  De  Lagerberg  reported  on  and  exhibited  the  following  medals  and 
coins:  Commemoration  Medals:  Struck  on  the  occasion  of  the  first  ocean-to- 
ocean  steamship  passage  August  3 last,  through  Panama  Canal;  struck  for 
the  Sixth  Convention  of  the  Federation  of  Chamber  of  Commerce,  City  of 
Sorel,  Quebec,  Canada,  (see  October  Numismatist,  page  518);  The  Dorner 
Memorial  Medal,  awarded  the  American  Carnation  Society,  founded  1912, 
(by  courtesy  of  Henning  Ryden,  sculptor),  also  a specimen  of  the  two  and 
one-half  million  Swedish  Riksbank  one  crown  currency,  recently  issued,  and 
a “deux  gourdes,”  1 827,  Republic  of  Haiti,  banknote. 

The  election  of  the  officers  for  the  year  1915  resulted  in  the  following 
officers  being  elected  by  rising  vote: 


79 


President — Elliott  Smith. 

Vice  President— A.  R.  Frey. 

For  Secretary  and  Treasurer — Moritz  Wormser. 

Executive  Committee — F.  C.  C.  Boyd,  Chairman;  T.  L.  Elder,  D.  W. 
Valentine,  and  E.  H.  Adams. 

Membership  Committee — D.  R.  Kennedy,  Chairman;  C.  H.  Imhoff, 
R.  Kohler,  D.  Proskey,  and  J.  W.  Scott. 

Publication  Committee — F.  C.  C.  Boyd.  G.  H.  Blake,  and  D.  W.  Val- 
entine. 

Medallic  Art  Committee — J.  M.  Swanson.  J.  De  Lagerberg,  A.  G. 
Heaton,  E.  T.  Newell,  and  Dr.  G.  F.  Kunz. 

All  the  successful  candidates  accepted  their  election  with  appropriate 
remarks. 

Mr.  Robinson  was  then  greeted  by  the  President  as  guest  of  the  evening. 

The  Executive  Committee  then  recommended  that  the  President  appoint 
a committee  of  eight  to  take  up  the  subject  of  Mr.  Elder’s  resolution,  and 
the  following  were  appointed:  Mr.  William  H.  Woodin,  Chairman;  E.  H. 
Adams,  F.  C.  Higgins,  A.  G.  Heaton,  J.  M.  Swanson,  S.  H.  Chapman,  T.  L. 
Elder,  and  F.  C.  C.  Boyd. 

The  exhibits  of  the  evening  were  as  follows: 

By  Dr.  Valentine — A German  two-mark  bill,  dated  Aug.  12,  1914.  One- 
half  dime  1850,  small  “o”,  uncirculated  condition. 

By  Mr.  Frey — Very  fine  specimen  of  the  20  leva  of  Bulgaria,  dated 
1894  and  1908.  showing  the  old  and  new  heads  of  King  Ferdinand  I. 

By  Mr.  S.  H.  Chapman — A set  of  photographs  he  had  taken  on  various 
trips  abroad  of  Greek  and  Roman  sculptures  in  almost  lal  European  muse- 
ums. 

By  Mr.  H.  Chapman  The  only  impression  of  hitherto  unknown  dies  of 
a pattern  cent  of  1792  by  Birch  of  Philadelphia,  showing  bust  of  Liberty  to 
right,  with  short  and  curly  hair,  flowing  locks  over  her  right  and  left  should- 
ers, and  a lock  coming  across  the  bust;  very  sweet  expression.  Inscription, 
Liberty,  Parent  of  Science  and  Industry.  Rev.  United  States  of  America  G. 
W.  Pt.  In  the  centre  wreath  inclosing  beaded  circle,  in  the  centre  floreated 
ornaments  above  and  below  “one  cent,”  written  in  two  lines  across  center. 
Pewter,  extremely  fine.  1795  in  brilliant  condition.  186  3 cent  with  very 
wide  margin  outside  of  inscription,  a large  series  of  $1  and  $2  National 
bank  notes  from  various  states,  and  a set  of  the  first  $1  and  $2  greenbacks 
and  the  35  of  the  1862  second  issue. 
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FIRST  REGULAR  MEETING 


January  S,  1915 

The  Executive  Committee  recommended  a change  in  the  order  of  bus- 
iness, in  consequence  of  which  the  paper  of  the  evening  was  first  read.  Mr. 
T.  L.  Elder  delivered  a very  interesting  address  on  “A  Plea  for  American 
Token  Collecting.” 

A Plea  For  American  Token  Collecting 

Tokens  portray  national,  local,  political,  commercial  and  personal  his- 
tory. They  record  many  of  the  quaint  slogans  and  political  sayings  of  the 
times;  they  often  bear  the  portraits  of  noted  men  and  women,  or  advertise 
the  various  classes  of  goods  handled  by  the  American  merchant.  On  them 
we  observe  the  fables  and  fashions  of  the  time,  and  their  workmanship  fur- 
nishes us  with  a fair  guide  to  the  artistic  taste  of  the  day.  On  them  we 
note  many  references  to  the  panaceas  and  nostrums  for  all  ills,  speculative 
schemes,  lotteries,  articles  of  doubtful  utility — anything  which  could  be  in- 
vented to  prey  upon  the  imaginations  of  a class  which  are  always  on  the 
lookout  for  a chance  to  get  rich  quick.  Practically  all  of  these  cure-alls 
have  passed  into  oblivion,  so  that  nowadays  as  we  read  the  inscriptions,  the 
claims  set  forth  in  regard  to  them  only  cause  us  to  smile,  while  their  perse- 
vering originators  are  long  since  dead  and  buried.  Through  the  business 
addresses  advertised  we  see  how  localities  have  changed  through  the  years; 
how  sections  which  once  contained  groceries,  hardware  stores,  and  saloons 
now  house  kings  of  finance  in  luxurious  offices.  The  tall  old  four-story 
brown-stone  residences  in  old  Chelsea,  New  York  City,  with  their  long,  dark, 
cobwebbed  and  not  overly  sweet-smelling  halls,  and  creaking  staircases; 
with  their  large,  high-ceilinged  rooms,  large  glass  chandeliers,  and  marble 
mantel-pieces,  were  once  the  homes  of  the  proudly  rich.  There  the  social 
pomp  and  gayety  held  its  sway  unchecked.  There  once  echoed  the  voices 
of  a Jenny  Lind  and  a Patti;  there  the  Italian  virtuoso  sang  his  fervid  notes. 
Old  Chelsea,  Bleecker  Street,  Astor  Place,  Prince  Street,  are  different  to-day. 
They  have  become  rickety  and  neglected,  and  are  now  the  haunts  of  people 
of  humble  means  and  of  more  simple  tastes. 

There  is  record  of  a very  early  American  piece,  called  the  Gloucester 
token,  bearing  a date,  1714.  The  device  is  a large  mullet  voided  at  center 
and  points,  with  legend  RIC.  DAWSON.  ANNO.  DOM.  1714.  Reverse,  a 
house,  and  GLOUCESTER  CO.  VIRGINIA.  In  exergue  the  Roman  numerals, 
XII.  This  was  struck  in  brass,  and  may  have  been  made  in  England. 

The  Higley  tokens  are  well  known  to  you,  and  are  regarded  by  collec- 
tors as  coins.  Crosby  calls  the  Chalmers  pieces  tokens.  The  Mott  tokens, 
by  Messrs.  Mott  of  this  city,  are  among  the  earliest,  and  are  generally  re- 
garded the  first,  of  the  tradesmen’s  tokens  issued  for  use  in  this  country. 
These  tokens  you  are  all  familiar  with,  and  show  as  principal  devices  a clock 
and  eagle.  The  Talbot,  Allum  & Lee  pieces  were  copied  after  the  English 
tokens  of  the  period  and  bear  the  figure  of  Liberty  and  a ship.  These  were 
made  in  England.  They  bear  two  dates,  1794  and  1 795.  Crosby  states  that 
of  the  17  94  there  are  four  obverse  and  two  reverse  dies,  the  rarest  variety 
being  the  one  with  the  large  in  both  legends;  one  variety  has  a large 

in  the  legend  on  the  obverse  only;  both  of  the  other  obverses  have  a 
small  in  legend.  Of  the  1 795  Crosby  mentions  but  one  pair  of  dies. 

These  tokens  were  muled  half  a dozen  times,  but  usually  are  not  mentioned 


in  American  works  on  Continental  coins  and  tokens.  Most  of  these  early 
tokens  were  accepted  for  small  change.  The  merchant’s  card  idea  emanated 
from  England.  The  well-known  Talbot,  Allum  & Lee  and  Mott  issues  were 
the  American  predecessors  of  a perfect  flood  of  tokens. 

The  early  American  churches  followed  the  European  custom  by  issuing 
communion  tokens,  chiefly  of  pewter.  I recently  came  across  one  of  the 
Associate  Church,  New  York,  dated  1799.  This  token  was  oval  in  shape.  At 
this  time  the  Canadian  churches  were  already  issuing  similar  tokens.  The 
Park  Theatre,  The  Parthenon,  at  New  York  issued  tokens  among  the  earliest. 

The  Grand  Canal  token  of  Tredwell,  Kissam  & Company  appeared  in 
1823.  Of  this  piece  there  are  three  or  four  varieties.  The  reverse  bears  an 
eagle.  Soon  after  the  noted  Wolfe,  Spies  and  Clark,  and  Wolfe,  Clark  and 
Spies  pieces  appeared  with  the  heads  of  Washington,  Jackson  and  George  IV. 
The  latter  have  always  been  rare  and  highly  prized  by  collectors,  and  brought 
more  at  sale  over  fifty  years  ago  than  they  have  recently.  In  1834  appeared 
the  tokens  of  the  size  of  the  large  United  States  cent,  known  as  the  Jackson 
or  Hard  Times  tokens,  owing  to  the  agitation  against  the  United  States 
Bank,  and  the  suspension  of  specie  payments.  Millions  of  these  pieces, 
satirical  or  commercial,  came  out,  and  were  readily  accepted  in  small  change. 
Taking  advantage  of  this  condition  of  things,  hundreds  of  the  early  mer- 
chants commenced  to  issue  tokens  bearing  their  advertisements,  often  muled 
with  political  or  satirical  obverses,  figures  of  Lafayette,  etc.  United  States 
coin  types  were  partially  imitated,  especially  the  eagle  and  the  figure  of 
Liberty.  The  government  officials  later  got  after  the  makers  of  some  of 
these  and  Dr.  Feuchtwanger,  I learn,  narrowly  escaped  a jail  sentence  for 
his  splendid  examples  of  the  token  art. 

Mr.  Low  has  treated  the  Hard  Times  Tokens  capably,  and  it  is  not  my 
intention  to  go  into  great  detail  as  to  them.  But  I mean  to  make  reference 
to  a few  which  are  for  special  reasons  of  more  than  usual  interest.  The 
Phalon  card,  bearing  a pair  of  scissors,  recalls  an  interesting  character  of 
the  times.  Mr.  Phalon  was  for  many  years  in  the  hair-cutting  business,  and 
if  the  wording  of  his  tokens  were  any  indication  of  his  merit  his  reputation 
must  have  been  “splendid.”  We  learn  that  from  1834  to  1860  he  changed 
his  address  no  less  than  eleven  times.  The  year  184  2 found  him  on  Broad- 
way, opposite  St.  Paul’s  Church,  where  his  “Amazon  Toupes”  were  adver- 
tised. For  this  and  his  “Wigs  & Scalps”  the  American  Institute  awarded 
him  a silver  medal  in  1841  and  the  first  prize  in  1842.  His  “Chemical  Hair 
Vigorator”  -was  extensively  advertised  at  6 8 Broadway.  Later  he  occupied 
an  elaborate  shop  at  the  St.  Nicholas  Hotel,  where  his  prices  were  top-notch. 
His  “Night  Blooming  Cereus”  was  a great  success,  and  shortly  after  its  ap- 
pearance he  retired.  Mr.  Low  interviewed  him  in  1886,  but  he  remembered 
very  little  about  his  tokens. 

The  Jackson  tokens  bearing  the  letter  H were  the  work  of  Edward  Hul- 
seman.  He  was  a “card  engraver  at  80  Nassau  Street,  between  1837  and 
1841.”  It  is  of  interest  to  read  that  H.  M.  & E.  I.  Richards,  of  Attleboro, 
Mass.,  sold  their  tokens  by  the  keg-full  to  their  customers  for  from  6 0 to  75 
cents  per  hundred.  Two  die  cutters  of  prominence  in  those  days  were  Ben- 
jamin C.  and  Daniel  True,  of  Troy.  Benjamin  C.  was  advertised  as  a “letter 
cutter,  gun-smith,  and  die  cutter.”  Wright  and  Bale  and  Bale  and  Smith, 
were  the  most  noted  of  the  early  die-sinkers.  The  firm  was  originated  by 
Wright  & Bale  in  1 829,  in  New  York.  Many  of  the  Wright  & Bale  and  Bale 
& Smith  cards  bore  the  heads  of  Washington  or  Franklin,  and  all  are  now 
rare,  that  of  Henderson  & Lossing  of  Poughkeepsie  being  exceptionally  so. 
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A year  or  so  ago  a citizen  of  Poughkeepsie  showed  me  a holed  example  of 
this  token.  He  claimed  to  have  the  full  history  of  its  issue,  and  said  that 
only  sixteen  specimens  were  struck  before  the  die  broke  and  was  cast  aside. 

I have  seen  the  Bale  obverse  with  Franklin’s  head  muled  with  the  Whit- 
ney One  Cent  token  of  1869,  and  the  A.  G.  Taylor  druggist  card.  Of  the  last 
two  I have  never  seen  duplicates,  but  others  here  may  have.  I also  have 
seen  this  Franklin  obverse  muled  with  the  small  Key  Lincoln  token,  struck 
in  bronze. 

Wright  & Bale  made  some  of  the  early  transportation  tokens  and  a 
“Ships,  Colonies  and  Commerce”  % penny.  Besides  these  the  firm  designed 
all  classes  of  medals. 

C.  C.  Wright  is  regarded  by  some  as  the  most  noted  medal  artist  of  his 
day.  I once  possessed  the  dies  for  his  great  medal  bearing  Washington  and 
the  signing  scene  on  reverse.  I received  them  from  his  granddaughter,  a 
lady  residing  in  Montclair,  N.  J. 

Benedict  & Burnham,  another  old  American  firm,  located  at  Waterbury, 
engraved  their  own  tokens.  J.  Gibbs,  of  Belleville,  N.  J.,  also  was  a well 
known  character,  and  one  of  the  best  die-sinkers  of  the  Jackson  period. 
Gibbs  was  born  in  England,  and  so  was  his  partner,  Mr.  Stevens.  Curiously 
enough  Gibbs  at  one  time  ran  a line  of  stage-coaches  from  Belleville  to  New- 
ark, and  also  to  New  York.  Belleville  is  a little  place  three  miles  from  New- 
ark. This  Belleville  establishment  did  a considerable  die-cutting  business, 
and  doubtless  engraved  some  of  the  Boquet  Sou  tokens  which  appeared  in- 
such  large  numbers  in  Canada.  William  Gibbs  issued  a token,  now  quite 
rare,  which  bore  a boquet  and  a steer.  At  the  same  time  this  same  Gibbs 
cultivated  a large  flower  and  vegetable  garden  on  what  is  now  Fifth  Avenue 
and  Seventy-first  Street.  Another  die  cutter  of  the  period  was  James  G. 
Moffet.  Mr.  Low  states  that  Moffet  engraved  the  Maycock,  Crossman,  and 
other  Hard  Times  tokens.  Dr.  Feuchtwanger  was  in  business  from  18  31  to 
1837  at  377  Broadway,  but  he  afterwards  moved  several  times.  He  was 
the  inventor  of  an  alloyed  metal,  familiar  to  all  of  you,  resembling  German 
silver,  which  he  tried  to  induce  the  United  States  Government  to  adopt  for 
a minor  coinage.  He  was  a druggist  and  chemist,  and  besides  advertised 
himself  as  dealing  in  “rare  minerals,  preserved  reptiles,  gems,”  etc.  He 
must  have  been  an  interesting  character.  His  descendants  are  still  in  bus- 
iness in  this  city. 

While  the  work  of  the  American  die-cutters  seldom  equalled  the  best 
English  workmanship,  such  as  that  of  Boulton  & Watt,  still  the  Wright  & 
Bale  and  Bale  & Smith  firm  did  splendid  work.  Some  of  the  Jackson  tokens 
were  very  well  done.  The  best  designs  and  workmanship  were  seen  between 
1825  and  1849.  Commencing  about  the  year  1850  the  custom  of  issuing 
trade  tokens  was  very  general.  As  to  the  quantity  of  issue,  the  smallest 
number  were  made  between  1789  and  1830,  while  those  between  1796  and 
1820  must  be  very  rare,  as  I have  scarcely  ever  seen  one  bearing  any  of  the 
intervening  dates. 

After  1822  the  issue  gradually  increased  until  in  1834,  when  an  enor- 
mous number  appeared  all  over  the  country.  The  greatest  issue  was  be- 
tween 1837  and  1860.  The  discontinuance  of  the  large  cents  and  the  half 
cents  in  1857  seems  to  have  somewhat  discouraged  their  issue,  for  we  see 
few  of  large  cent  size  struck  after  1860.  This  would  help  to  indicate  that 
many  of  these  large  tokens  were  accepted  in  small  change.  When  the  Civil 
War  tokens  appeared  the  issue  of  the  larger  sort  of  tokens  practically  ceased. 

The  early  tokens  ranged  from  about  the  size  of  a half  cent  to  the  size 
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of  the  large  United  States  cent.  There  are  a few  exceptions  where  the  token 
was  of  the  large  English  penny  size,  but  we  have  two  in  the  rare  cards  of 
Thomson  & Company  of  Buffalo.  These  bore  an  anvil  and  a kettle.  This 
firm  of  cutlery  dealers  issued  their  tokens  between  the  years  1840  and  1845. 
One  is  larger  than  the  other,  but  both  are  unusually  large  and  well  designed. 

While  the  United  States  merchants  issued  very  few  tokens  between  1800 
and  1820,  the  Canadians  had  been  accepting  great  numbers  of  the  so-called 
“doubtfuls”  and  private  cards  of  the  farthing,  half  and  penny  size.  About 
this  time  the  regular  coinage  of  Nova  Scotia  appeared. 

As  to  the  design  of  the  tokens  prior  to  the  Civil  War,  the  commercial 
types  prevailed,  illustrating  the  various  classes  of  merchandise.  Some  of 
the  merchants  combined  the  political  sayings  with  their  own  advertisements; 
this  was  especially  true  of  the  1837  period.  In  importance  I should  place  the 
types  and  inscriptions  about  as  follows:  First,  the  political;  second,  the 
commercial;  third,  the  historical;  fourth,  the  anonymous,  and,  fifth,  the 
purely  personal. 

As  to  the  distribution  of  issue:  Of  those  prior  to  the  Civil  War  the  great- 
est number  likely  was  issued  in  New  York  City,  with  Philadelphia  coming 
next  and  Boston  third.  When  it  comes  to  the  Civil  War  tokens,  I am  sur- 
prised to  note  that  Cincinnati  issued  fully  as  many  as  New  York  City.  De- 
troit likc’v  issued  the  third  largest  number. 

Of  the  earlier  political  tokens  largest  numbers  of  them  were  struck  to 
Jackson,  Van  Buren,  Harrison  and  Clay.  Many  of  these  are  still  quite  com- 
mon and  to  be  had  for  a few  cents  a piece,  yet  quite  a number  are  rare,  some 
of  them  exceedingly  so.  The  variety  is  such  as  to  offer  the  most  attractive 
inducements  to  collectors. 

It  must  have  been  interesting  in  the  early  30s,  40s,  and  50s  to  see  the 
numerous  old  stage-coaches  and  conveyances  going  through  our  streets. 

The  transportation  lines  in  the  large  cities  such  as  New  York,  Philadel- 
phia, and  Boston  issued  tokens  or  checks  of  their  own.  The  New  York  se- 
ries is  interesting,  and  includes  some  which  1 will  describe.  There  was  the 
Chelsea  Line,  Kipp,  Brown  & Co.,  in  pewter,  reading  “Transfer  Ticket.” 
There  was  the  Telegraph  Line  of  Tyson  & Co.,  of  which  there  are  several 
varieties.  I note  several  varieties  of  the  Third  Avenue  Railroad.  One  shows 
an  old  street  car,  the  reverse  reading  “Yorkville.”  This  came  in  pewter. 
Another  was  labeled  “Transfer  Ticket,”  and  showed  an  omnibus,  and  read 
“Harlem.”  Another  of  the  Third  Avenue  Railroad  had  an  omnibus  and  read 
“Yorkville.”  There  was  a Sixth  Avenue  Line  of  Marshalls  & Townsend,  also 
in  pewter.  Mr.  Boyd  has  a good  collection  of  these  old  tickets,  all  of  which 
belong  to  the  1837  period  excepting  the  Tyson  Line,  which  was  only  a few 
years  later,  probably  about  184  5.  These  old  stage-coaches  are  shown  on 
the  rare  early  prints  of  New  York,  called  “The  Broadway  Stages.”  This  de- 
termines the  year  of  issue. 

An  interesting  one  was  the  octagonal  piece  in  Feuchtwanger  metal,  of 
the  New  York  and  Harlem  Railroad  Company,  made  by  Bale  & Smith.  There 
are  two  varieties,  one  with  a punch-mark,  another  without  it.  Bale  & Smith 
on  this  token  have  advertised  themselves  well  by  putting  their  initials  in 
very  large  letters. 

I have  seen  quite  a number  of  early  Philadelphia  transportation  checks 
also.  The  Roxbury  coaches  I learn  were  those  which  ran  through  Wash- 
ington Street,  Boston.  These  were  long  omnibuses,  holding  eighteen  to 
twenty  persons,  and  were  drawn  by  four  horses. 

One  could  draw  a curious  token  picture  of  the  life  of  an  old  New  York- 


er.  Let  us  take  a man  whom  we  will  call  E.  Smith,  born  in  good  circum- 
stances, and  living  at  the  corner  of  Fifth  Avenue  and  Eighth  Street.  When 
he  was  little  his  parents  took  him  to  Franklin  & Co.,  Union  Square,  where 
he  was  fitted  out  in  infant’s  clothing.  His  antiques  he  bought  from  John  K. 
Curtis  at  83  Bleecker  Street.  As  he  grew  to  manhood  he  bought  his  furnish- 
ings from  Leighton,  the  shirt  maker;  his  pencil  cases  from  Maycock;  his 
boots  from  Deveau  & Anderson.  He  patronized  either  the  Congress  Hall  or 
United  States  Hotels.  The  old  omnibuses  took  him  to  lower  Broadway  to 
Barnum’s  Museum,  one  of  the  greatest  and  most  exciting  attractions  of  the 
times,  a place  which  advertised  “500,000  curiosities,  including  birds,  beasts, 
insects,  fossils,  minerals,  marine  specimens,  Indian  implements,  suits  of  ar- 
mour, statuary,  coins,  medals,  choice  paintings,  rare  engravings,  aerial  gar- 
dens, lecture  room  in  which  rich,  diversified  and  talented  entertainments 
were  given,  unsurpassed  in  the  world,  admission  to  the  whole  only  25  cents.” 
After  he  was  satisfied  with  these  wonders  he  sauntered  further  down  Broad- 
way to  Phalon’s  hair-cutting  parlor  de  luxe.  What  the  sc'ssors  did  not  remove 
of  hair,  the  famous  “Chemical  Hair  Vigorator”  did.  At  Smith’s  establish- 
ment his  namesake  repaired  his  watch.  Having  the  instincts  of  the  true  col- 
lector, he  dropped  in  at  Dr.  Feuchtwanger’s  at  2 Cortland  Street,  and  bought 
himself  a stuffed  snake,  to  remind  himself  of  the  fate  of  hard  drinkers.  At 
Sage’s  he  procured  a few  choice  and  rare  coins  and  tokens.  After  his  mar- 
riage he  and  his  wife  posed  for  a photograph  at  Boot’s  or  Lyon’s  establish- 
ments. Mrs.  Smith  bought  her  starch,  powder,  and  soap  from  Professor 
Johnson.  Lord  & Taylor  furnished  the  good  wife  her  clothing;  the  umbrellas 
were  bought  from  Crossman  & Richardson;  when  his  teeth  ached  Dr.  J. 
Smith  Dodge  got  his  turnkey  to  work.  Alas  for  Smith!  He  used  to  do  his 
drinking  at  the  soda  fountains  of  Brimelow,  and  at  Prescott’s,  at  11  Wall 
Street,  but  as  his  thirst  increased  he  moved  up  and  patronized  Lindenmuel- 
ler’s,  Schultz’s,  Steinfield’s,  Bailey’s,  Bendinger’s,  and  the  Atlantic  Garden, 
where  stronger  refreshments  were  to  be  obtained.  One  evening  on  return- 
ing from  the  Crystal  Palace,  where  he  had  seen  “West’s  celebrated  perform- 
ing dogs,”  he  slipped  on  the  icy  pavements,  breaking  a leg.  Dr.  Hewett,  the 
bone-setter,  was  called  and  performed  his  work  satisfactorily.  He  varied 
his  tastes  for  drink  with  playing  the  lottery  game  at  Pyfer’s;  but  as  the 
passion  for  gaming  increased  he  visited  Hart’s  and  secured  his  packs  of 
cards.  So  that  name  and  fortune  were  soon  lost.  Then  he  fell  ill  with  a 
fever.  Even  the  wonderful  remedies  of  Dr.  Bennett,  which  had  “cured 
thousands,”  failed  to  relieve  him,  and  he  came  to  a sad  and  untimely  end, 
this  poor  Mr.  E.  Smith,  and  finally  fell  into  the  greedy  clutches  of  Carl 
Diehm,  the  bewhiskered  undertaker. 

To  those  who  have  an  eye  to  the  financial  side  of  collecting,  it  is  not 
necessary  to  say  that  if  the  interest  in  token  collecting  can  be  awakened, 
prices  for  them  will  boom.  Some  years  before  Mr.  Low’s  work  came  out, 
unique  running  donkey,  wrecked  ships,  and  Jackson  in  treasure  chests  sold 
in  silver  for  less  than  $10  each.  Low’s  No.  1 ’s  and  7’s,  the  Whig  victory, 
were  selling  for  5 0c  to  $2.5  0. 

The  worst  draw-back  at  present  to  token  collecting  is  the  almost  entire 
lack  of  printed  matter  on  the  subject.  As  I outlined  in  my  paper  last  even- 
ing before  The  American  Numismatic  Society,  this  matter  of  publication  is 
of  first  importance. 

At  present  there  is  much  need  for  works  on  the  following  subjects: 

The  Medals  and  Tokens  of  Benjamin  Franklin. 

The  Medals  and  Tokens  of  Lafayette. 
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The  Medals  and  Tokens  of  Andrew  Jackson. 

The  Medals  and  Tokens  of  Martin  Van  Buren. 

The  Medals  and  Tokens  of  Henry  Clay. 

The  Temperance  Medals. 

The  Merchants’  Cards  issued  between  17  89  and  1860. 

The  Civil  War  Tokens  of  New  York. 

The  Civil  War  Tokens  of  Cincinnati. 

A general  work  on  Civil  War  Tokens  and  Merchants’  Cards  of  the  same 
size  and  period  issued  outside  of  New  York  and  Cincinnati. 

The  Merchants’  Tokens  and  Cards  of  Baltimore,  Md. 

Dramatic  and  Musical  Medals. 

Of  Medals  and  Tokens  to  Andrew  Jackson,  I should  say  close  to  150 
varieties  are  available. 

As  regards  the  dealer’s  position  in  this  matter  of  publication,  I need 
only  reiterate  what  I said  about  him  last  night.  He  has  always  been  the 
greatest  sort  of  a help  to  numismatics,  and  he  is  not  nearly  as  commercial 
in  instincts  as  some  people  are  willing  to  believe.  His  familiarity  with  many 
thousands  of  the  various  tokens,  his  practicability,  and  his  suggestions  are 
equally  valuable  to  any  numismatic  study.  I predict  that  when  numismatic 
societies  have  no  further  use  for  them  they  will  become  as  dead  as  the  aver- 
age historical  society,  and  that  is  about  as  dead  as  Rameses  the  Great.  Also 
it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  some  of  the  very  finest  and  largest  collections 
of  tokens  are  now  in  the  hands  of  dealers,  who  refuse  absolutely  to  sell,  sim- 
ply because  they  have  a sentimental  interest  in  them  which  is  above  money 
considerations.  No  attempt  at  publication  can  be  made  or  carried  to  a suc- 
cessful finish  without  the  help  of  the  much-abused  coin  dealers. 

The  Franklin  medals  are  interesting  historically,  and  have  been  issued 
at  rather  rare  intervals  during  and  since  the  Revolutionary  war.  Excepting 
only  George  Washington,  Franklin  was  surely  the  most  noted  American  of 
his  time;  thus  his  medals  at  once  command  an  interest. 

Lafayette  was  another  character  who  has  always  been  very  dear  to  the 
people  of  America.  He  was  a man  who  at  his  own  expense  fitted  out  ships 
and  brought  them  together  with  an  efficient  suite  of  officers  and  many  soldiers 
and  sailors  to  assist  us  during  the  Revolution.  The  series  of  Lafayette  med- 
als is  somewhat  extensive,  although,  unfortunately  for  the  compiler  of  a 
book  on  his  medals  and  tokens,  most  of  them  were  issued  in  Europe,  and 
hence  it  is  on  this  account  somewhat  difficult  to  obtain  a large  number  of 
varieties. 

The  subject  of  the  merchants’  tokens  between  say  17  89  and  1860  is  so 
large  that  it  might  be  subdivided  into  several,  possibly  three,  periods.  I re- 
gard this  as  a rather  difficult  subject  for  any  writer  to  attempt. 

It  should  be  possible  for  some  one  to  write  a fair-sized  work  on  the 
dramatic  and  musical  medals  and  tokens,  especially  the  former.  Of  these 
some  of  the  more  interesting  are  the  Forrest  and  Jenny  Lind  medals,  of 
which  there  are  a considerable  number  of  varieties. 

Andrew  Jackson  always  has  been  a great  national  character,  and  one  of 
our  greatest  men.  His  accomplishment  at  New  Orleans  in  defeating  an  army 
composed  of  Packenham’s  victors  at  Waterloo  was  alone  sufficient  to  bring 
him  fame.  His  political  influence  has  always  been  great.  Among  the  in- 
teresting early  tokens  was  the  series  with  small  head  front  face,  with  An- 
drew Jackson's  name.  The  reverses  read  “The  Nation’s  Pride,”  “The  Na- 
tion’s Good.”  These  are  not  common,  and  some  day  will  be  valued.  There 
are  several  varieties  of  each  reverse,  including  different  number  of  berries 
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in  the  wreaths.  These  come  in  silver,  but  are  excessively  rare.  Another 
bears  a bust  to  right,  with  reverse  reading,  “The  Gallent  and  Successful  De- 
fender of  New  Orleans,”  etc.,  in  white  metal.  Another,  with  a bust  to  right, 
reads  “The  Hero  of  New  Orleans,”  and  comes  in  white  metal.  Another  bore 
a civilian  bust  to  left  and  name  as  president,  1829.  The  reverse  a defiant 
eagle  to  left,  holding  three  arrows,  surrounded  by  stars.  This  one  is  ex- 
ceedingly rare.  An  extremely  rare  Jackson  is  one  with  his  bust  to  right. 
The  reverse  shows  a view  of  the  Battle  of  New  Orleans,  and  is  struck  in  tin. 
I note  one  of  great  rarity  showing  Jackson  mounted,  the  reverse  with  an 
eagle,  “The  advocate  of  the  American  System,”  struck  in  white  metal.  This 
piece  sold  for  $13  in  1863,  which  will  give  you  some  idea  of  the  appreciation 
of  these  tokens  in  former  times.  Another  one,  supposed  to  be  unique,  was 
sold  in  the  McCoy  sale,  and  said  to  have  been  engraved  by  Wright,  had  a 
military  bust  to  right.  The  reverse  reads  “Old  Hickory  the  Hero  of  New  Or- 
leans, for  President  of  the  U.  S.  1828,”  struck  in  tin.  There  are  many  others. 

The  entry  of  William  H.  Harrison  into  politics  and  his  campaign  for  the 
Presidency  in  1840  seems  to  have  attracted  nation-wide  attention.  I learn 
that  it  was  during  his  great  campaign  that  torchlight  processions  were  first 
seen  and  that  there  were  many  processions  miles  long.  The  commonest  of 
the  tokens  usually  bear  his  bust,  and  names  of  birth,  the  reverse  having 
some  reference  to  Tippecanoe,  and  the  types  are  usually  a log  cabin,  a barrel 
of  hard-cider,  a raccoon  skin,  plow  and  trees.  Some  of  these  are  to  be  had 
for  a few  cents  apiece,  while  others  are  quite  rare.  Among  the  interesting 
rarities  I might  refer  to  two  in  particular,  one  of  which  I have  with  me  this 
evening.  This  token  shows  a log  cabin,  with  nine  soldiers  standing  to  the 
left  of  it.  The  other  token  bears  six  soldiers  on  the  reverse.  Another  rarity 
is  one  showing  a log-cabin  and  “To-Let.  Possession  given  in  1841” — “The 
Young  Men’s  Harrison  Convention,  1840.”  This  sold  for  $11.50  in  the  Mc- 
Coy sale,  and  comes  in  tin.  An  exceedingly  rare  one  bore  an  equestrian 
figure,  his  name  as  9th  Prest.  Rev.  a view  of  the  capitol  of  Washington, 
“Inauguration  medal,  March  4th,  1841,”  the  whole  surrounded  by  grape- 
vines. This  tin  proof  sold  for  $17.50.  There  were  some  rare  little  campaign 
badges  with  the  log  cabin  shown  under  glass.  President  Smith  has  several 
of  these  with  him  to-night.  A rarity  is  one  with  bust  front  face,  the  reverse 
showing  Liberty  feeding  an  eagle.  The  little  log  cabin  tokens  with  his  bust 
and  giving  date  of  birth,  are  known  in  silver,  but  are  quite  rare. 

Van  Buren  furnishes  an  interesting,  although  not  an  extensive  series, 
referring  chiefly  to  his  candidacy.  I note  in  the  McCoy  sale  one  of  special 
rarity.  Lot  86  4,  with  bust  to  left,  in  a wreath.  Reverse  has  a safe,  sur- 
rounded by  emblems  of  plenty,  agriculture,  and  commerce,  guarded  by  an 
eagle,  standing  on  a shield,  holding  a scroll  inscribed  Independent  Treasury, 
“The  firm  and  fearless  Advocate  of  Democracy.”  This  was  in  tin,  and  Bush- 
nell  says  but  two  were  struck.  It  sold  for  $20.  One  had  a bust  to  left,  and 
“The  Advocate  of  Equal  rights.”  The  reverse  bore  the  figure  of  a safe,  an 
eagle,  etc.  “The  people’s  Money  Safe  bind  Safe  Find,”  in  white  metal.  An- 
other rarity  is  the  one  with  his  bust  to  right,  with  reverse  showing  a man 
plowing,  “The  Principles  of  Prudence.”  Another  has  a bust,  the  reverse 
showing  a dog  guarding  a safe.  Mr.  Low  has  included  this  in  his  list,  so  its 
value  to  collectors  is  assured  and  it  has  already  high  auction  records.  The 
small  token  which  usually  comes  in  brass,  with  a small  head  and  scales  on 
the  reverse  is  known  in  silver,  and  is  quite  rare.  There  are  others  of  almost 
equal  rarity  and  interest.  Here  is  another:  “Martin  Van  Buren,”  bust  to  the 
left,  by  Smith,  Van  Buren’s  name  in  heavy  wreath.  Rev.  A defiant  eagle 
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after  style  on  Feuchtwanger  cent.  “The  country  demands  His  Reelection. 
(Van  Buren).”  Pewter,  and  comes  in  a paste-board  circular  box.  Martin 
Van  Buren,  small  bust  to  left,  “Martin  Van  Buren  Born  Dec.  5,  1782.”  Rev. 
a flag  fluttering  to  right.  “Democrats  To  The  Polls  & Victory  Will  Be 
Ours.”  In  brass,  holed  at  top.  In  the  McCoy  sale  one  of  these  sold  for  $5.00. 
I have  seen  only  one,  but  I learn  there  are  one  or  two  others  in  collections 
here. 

Henry  Clay  must  have  made  a hard  and  plucky  fight  for  the  presidency, 
if  the  philosophic  slogans  and  sayings  on  his  tokens  are  to  be  believed.  I 
know  of  none  of  the  older  politicians  and  statesmen  who  ran  for  the  Pres- 
idency and  lost  it  who  was  favored  with  so  large  and  varied  a series  of 
medals  and  tokens.  In  glancing  over  old  catalogues  I note  a few  pieces  of 
more  than  usual  interest.  There  is  one  familiar  to  all  of  us,  with  the  hideous 
head  to  left,  the  reverse  showing  a coast  scene,  factories,  ships,  etc.,  the  re- 
verse reading,  “The  wealth  of  the  nation.”  This  formerly  sold  in  silver  for 
$9.50.  Another  of  exceptional  interest  bore  his  head  to  left  as  the  Ashland 
Farmer,  while  the  reverse  bore  a raccoon  seated  in  a tree,  with  the  legend 
“The  Same  Old  Coon  O.  K.”  A tin  proof  of  this  brought  $11.50  in  Wood- 
ward’s sale.  One  token  averred  that  “Henry  Clay  would  carry  the  day,” 
but  he  didn’t;  another  alluded  to  him  as  “Harry  of  the  West.”  Still  another 
calls  him  “the  Mill  Boy  of  the  Slashes,”  and  so  on.  His  defeat  after  such 
effort  must  have  been  a bitter  pill.  He  was  able  to  put  into  practical  effect 
his  saying  that  he  would  sooner  be  right  than  President. 

Only  recently  have  I become  interested  in  the  temperance  medals.  I was 
surprised  to  have  been  able  to  accumulate  over  100  distinct  varieties  of 
these  within  a few  months,  due  chiefly  to  my  having  bought  several  good 
small  collections.  The  temperance  movement  was  commenced  in  this  coun- 
try as  far  back  as  182  6,  and  in  the  years  following  the  cause  won  thousands 
of  adherents,  and  did  remarkable  work  in  repressing  the  mania  for  strong 
drink.  All  they  demanded  was  abstinence  from  distilled  spirits — whiskey, 
brandy,  and  rum.  In  184  0 The  Washington  Temperance  Society  was  formed, 
which  required  total  abstinence.  It  is  said  that  this  movement  reformed  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  drunkards.  In  1846  the  Maine  Law,  prohibiting 
the  sale  of  intoxicants  in  the  State  of  Maine,  was  passed.  Later  several  other 
states  enacted  similar  laws,  the  result  being  that  drunkenness  has  greatly 
decreased  and  has  quite  lost  a respectability  which  it  once  possessed.  I 
mean  to  take  up  this  matter  with  the  leading  temperance  societies  with  a 
view  to  getting  some  help,  and  possibly  some  new  tokens,  with  a view  to 
printing  some  sort  of  a work  on  the  subject.  I regret  I have  neither  my 
collection  of  these  here  nor  the  time  to  go  into  some  of  the  most  interesting 
varieties. 

It  does  seem  to  me  that  a single  book  on  the  Civil  War  Tokens  is  almost 
too  much  to  attempt.  This  matter  could  be  simplified  by  treating  in  separate 
volumes  the  following: 

The  Cards  of  New  York,  or  New  York  City. 

The  Cards  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Cai'ds  of  Cincinnati. 

And  the  cards  of  several  other  states  whose  issue  was  unusually  large. 
One  of  the  greatest  difficulties  the  compiler  of  such  works  would  come 
against  would  be  the  millings.  These  tokens  were  muled  almost  endlessly. 
The  publication  of  satisfactory  works  on  the  Civil  War  tokens  and  cards  is 
not  a simple  or  inexpensive  matter.  As  to  their  price  at  present,  even  the 
rarer  ones,  except  the  silver  ones,  command  very  little  comparatively.  As  to 
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their  rarity,  very  few  are  come  across  which  bear  the  dates  of  1861  or  1862, 
and  these  should  be  considered  rare.  The  greater  number  bear  the  dates 
1 863  and  1864.  As  to  the  civil  war  tokens,  these  show  varied  qualities  in 
degree  of  medallic  workmanship.  Few  of  them  rise  above  the  average  of 
the  Jackson  token.  A great  deal  more  could  be  written  on  the  subject  of 
American  tokens  than  can  be  written  on  American  coins  of  the  regular 
series.  Your  token  historiographer  can  write  interestingly  or  talk  interest- 
ingly on  this  subject  long  after  the  subject  of  the  regular  coinage  issues  of 
the  United  States  had  been  exhausted. 

Interesting  articles  could  be  written  on  the  American  die-sinkers  alone; 
another  could  be  written  on  the  types  used  on  civil  war  tokens.  In  regard 
to  civil  war  tokens,  Mr.  Adams  will  tell  you  that  a very  large  volume  could 
be  written  on  that  subject  alone. 

Some  of  the  engravers  of  civil  war  tokens  were  John  Stanton,  W.  K. 
Lanphear,  James  Murdock,  Jr.,  Gregg  G.  Wright,  H.  Johnston,  and  W.  John- 
ston. all  of  Cincinnati;  A.  J.  Henning,  Smith  & Hartman,  Bridgens,  Horter, 
Roloff,  and  others  of  New  York  City;  A.  Gleason,  Hillsdale,  Mich.;  J.  H. 
Merriam  of  Boston;  A.  Childs  of  Chicago.  There  were  others  in  Philadel- 
phia, Louisville,  and  elsewhere.  Among  the  numerous  tokens  which  are 
fairly  rare  and  which  may  be  mentioned  especially  as  being  of  considerable 
interest  are  the  following: 

The  Rathbone  & Fitch  token,  view  of  Castle  Garden,  is  one  of  the  most 
interesting,  and  one  of  the  rarest,  and  bears  the  rare  early  date  of  1825.  In 
the  field  is  an  eagle  holding  a scroll,  bearing  E.  Pluribus  Unum.  It  is  stated 
only  two  specimens  are  known.  I had  the  honor  to  possess  one,  which  is 
now  in  the  collection  of  Mr.  F.  C.  C.  Boyd. 

Of  the  Ricketts  Circus  token,  I have  found  references  to  copies  in  both 
bronze  and  in  silver,  sold  in  the  Mickley  sale,  Lots  264  0 and  2641,  respec- 
tively. Mr.  J.  N.  T.  Levick,  known  to  most  of  us,  and  one  of  the  oldest  col- 
lectors of  coins  in  this  city,  issued  quite  a series  while  he  was  with  Wood- 
gate  & Company  of  9 04  Broadway.  These  represented  a smoker,  two  pipes 
crossed,  etc.,  but  he  muled  the  tokens  with  many  other  obverses  and  re- 
verses, destroying  or  mutilating  most  of  them  to  affect  their  rarity.  He  died 
about  five  years  ago.  He  was  a lieutenant  in  the  Seventh  Regiment,  I think. 

Bleecker  Street  seems  to  have  been  quite  a thoroughfare  for  coin  deal- 
ers. E.  Hill  was  located  at  No.  6,  while  Curtis  was  at  No.  83. 

A most  interesting  card,  one  of  which  I have  with  me  this  evening,  was 
one  by  Bale,  bearing  a bust  of  Franklin,  issued  by  B.  Hooks,  of  Broome 
Street.  This  token  is  mentioned  by  Woodward  as  a great  rarity. 

The  Edward  Rahming  card,  reading  “Long  Island,”  is  very  rare. 

William  Rutter,  a gentleman  of  Boston,  seemed  to  be  of  a musical  turn 
of  mind,  and  mixed  business  with  pleasure,  and  the  sublime  with  the  ridic- 
ulous, by  advertising  that  he  sold  “Songs  and  Ballads,  and  at  the  same  time 
paid  “cash  for  rags.”  This  token  Woodward  listed  as  the  rarest  piece  offered 
in  one  of  his  sales. 

The  following  list  is  of  special  interest: 

The  S.  J.  Bestor  token,  showing  Washington  mounted. 

J.  Dodge,  Dentist,  New  York. 

Pyfer  & Co.,  Lottery  & Exchange  office,  Baltimore. 

N.  Safford,  Albany. 

The  Finck  Washington  token. 

Buchan,  Chair  dealer,  New  York. 
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William  J.  Mullen,  Gold  Dial  Maker. 

Woodcock  token,  Tompkins  market. 

John  Matthews,  Soda  Water  Fountain. 

Venten’s  Needle  Threaders  token,  with  head  of  Lincoln. 

Lehr’s  Needle  Threaders  token. 

100  Street  Line.  (There  is  a question  as  to  just  what  use  this  token 
was  put) . 

Sedgwick  token,  with  bust  of  Lincoln. 

The  Whitney  Tokens,  with  busts  of  Franklin. 

Sleeper  & Fenner,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

P.  Evans,  Tailor,  Cincinnati,  in  silver. 

Lewis  Cass,  bust  right.  Rev.  “The  Constitution  and  The  Freedom  of 
the  Seas,”  in  copper. 

Day,  Newell  & Day,  Broadway,  New  York.  Dies  by  Wright  & Bale, 
German  silver. 

F.  A.  Jentsch,  Bell  founder,  Chicago.  Rev.  A Bell,  “Made  to  order  from 
1 to  50,000  pounds”.  In  brass. 

The  Beck  token  of  Richmond,  showing  a nude  lady  taking  a bath. 

The  Feuchtwanger  token  issued  at  2 Cortland  Street,  this  City,  which 
must  be  of  excessive  rarity,  and  reads  “American  Silver  Composition.” 
Atwoods,  George  Washington  mounted,  “Carry  me  to  Atwoods.” 
Allebach,  Jeweler,  Philadelphia,  silver. 

Bale  & Smith’s  card,  Washington  token,  Washington  mounted. 

Bragaw,  E.  & C.,  card,  Hat  Mfgrs.,  by  Wright  & Bale. 

Dr.  Bohennan’s  Medical  Office,  St.  Louis. 

Bondy  Bios.,  New  York. 

Bailey,  Ward  & Co.,  New  York. 

Beck’s  Public  Baths,  nude  female. 

Clinton,  DeWitt,  Bust.  Rev.  City  Mail. 

Clinton  Lunch.  Helmeted  head.  Silver. 

Cash  Paid  for  Produce.  Stars,  leaves. 

Castle  Garden,  view  of  the  Garden.  Eagle,  scroll.  Oval  token. 

Coffin,  Tristram.  Bronze,  silvered. 

Coffin,  Tristram,  the  “First  of  the  Race”  etc.  Four  hands  clasped. 
Collins,  Ready  Made  Clothing. 

Currier  & Greeley,  Boston. 

Feuchtwanger,  Dr.  L.,  377  Broadway. 

Field,  W.,  148  Chatham  St. 

Goodyear,  A.  & Sons,  Philadelphia,  Mfgrs.  Pitchforks. 

Gilbert,  J.,  Saddlery  Warehouse. 

Green  & Wetmore,  Hardware,  etc.  Rev.  Spade  and  shovel  crossed. 
Gibbs.  Good  for  one  Ride. 

Hamilton  & White,  Chicago. 

J.  J.  B.,  steamboat.  Rev.  blank.  Silver. 

Lind,  Jenny.  Bust.  Rev.  Castle  Garden.  White  metal. 

Mulligan,  H.,  Phila.  War  token,  silver,  with  bust. 

Morgan  & Orr,  Phila.,  1855. 

Parmelee,  Edwin,  34  0 Pearl  St.,  New  York. 

People’s  Omnibus  Line.  German  silver.  Oval. 

Pifer,  H.  & Co.,  Rheims. 

Rahming,  Edward,  Long  Island. 

Raikes,  Robert.  Bust.  Tin. 

Ricketts  Circus.  Oak  branches.  Arms. 
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Rutter,  Wm.,  Boston.  Rags. 

Snyder,  Shankland  <£:  Co.  Copper. 

Spering,  Good  & Co. 

Schoonniaker,  W.  H.,  New  York. 

Thomas  & Co.,  H.  E.  Wholesale.  Spade  and  shovel  crossed.  White 
metal. 

Trested,  Die  Sinker,  New  York.  Shield. 

The  subject  of  American  tokens  could  not  possibly  be  covered  or  even 
well  outlined  in  a paper  such  as  I have  read  this  evening.  They  form  a sub- 
ject which  should  be  thoroughly  exploited  by  both  word  and  pen.  They  have 
a vital  relation  to  our  country’s  history.  Their  educational  value  alone 
should  serve  to  put  them  into  high  favor  with  all  collectors  of  Americana. 
I hope  the  older  collectors  will  revive  their  interest  in  them,  and  that  the 
younger  collectors  will  form  a better  acquaintance  with  them  and  with  the 
men  and  events  they  commemorate.  Let  us  not  fall  under  the  spell  of  the 
tendency  to  collect  die-cracks,  dates,  error  dies,  and  monotonous  lines  of 
dates  of  United  States  coins.  We  do  not  have  to  go  any  further  to  realize 
that  we  have  in  this  subject  of  tokens  a field  of  great  interest,  and  great 
possibilities.  Let  us  all  make  an  effort  to  boost  the  American  Token. 

A rising  vote  of  thanks  was  extended  to  Mr.  Elder. 

After  the  calling  of  the  roll,  the  reading  of  the  last  minutes  was  dis- 
pensed with. 

The  Membership  Committee  repoited  favorably  upon  the  application  of 
Mr.  Herbert  Niklewicz,  and  he  was  elected  a member  of  the  Club. 

The  Paper  Money  Committee  reported  that  the  subject  of  the  next 
meeting  would  be  an  address  by  Dr.  D.  W.  Valentine  on  “United  States 
Fractional  Paper  Money,  Civil  War  Period,’’  which  would  practically  con- 
stitute the  report  of  the  Committee. 

The  Treasurer  submitted  a report. 

The  Secretary  reported  the  receipt  of  one  magazine,  and  also  the  re- 
ceipt of  several  messages  of  good  wishes  from  out-of-town  members. 

The  Executive  Committee  reported  the  expenditure  for  a Christmas 
present  for  the  “Assistant  Secretary,”  and  announced  the  above  subject  for 
the  next  meeting. 

Mi'.  Swanson  in  behalf  of  the  Medallic  Art  Committee  recommended 
that  a medal  with  the  portrait  of  President  Smith  be  struck  in  the  near  fu- 
ture. 

The  following  appointments  of  Committees  were  made  by  the  President 
for  the  year  1915 : 

New  York  Store  Card  Committee — F.  C.  C.  Boyd,  Chairman;  Howland 
Wood,  David  Proskey,  Bauman  L.  Belden,  and  Thomas  L.  Elder. 

Paper  Money  Committee — Dr.  D.  W.  Valentine,  Chairman;  David  Pros- 
key, George  H.  Blake,  and  F.  C.  C.  Boyd. 

Publicity  Committee — A.  R.  Frey,  Chairman;  Wayte  Raymond,  and 
Thomas  L.  Elder. 

Curator — Frank  C.  Higgins. 

The  President  then  extended  a hearty  welcome  to  Mr.  Shottick,  and 
thereupon  withdrew  from  the  meeting  in  favor  of  the  Vice-President,  Mr. 
A.  R.  Frey,  who  occupied  the  chair  for  the  remainder  of  the  evening. 

The  subject  of  the  President  Smith  medals  was  then  discussed,  and  it 
was  decided  that  written  proposals  should  be  received  from  die-sinkers  not 
later  than  the  next  meeting  for  medals  showing  the  portrait  of  Mr.  Smith  on 


the  obverse  and  the  inscription  “New  York  Numismatic  Club”  on  the  re- 
verse. The  Executive  Committee  will  entertain  any  proposals  submitted, 
and  anyone  interested  in  submitting  figures  may  obtain  full  information  by 
communicating  with  Mr.  F.  C.  C.  Boyd  at  584  Academy  St.,  New  York  City. 
The  remainder  of  the  evening  was  then  taken  up  with  a discussion  of  Mr. 
Elder’s  resolution  and  the  work  of  the  committee  in  regard  to  the  proposed 
change  in  the  designs  of  the  coinage  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Proskey  gave  some  vei-y  interesting  information  in  regard  to  the 
St.  Gaudens  designs,  and  Messrs.  Heaton,  Smith,  Swanson,  Adams,  and  Elder 
took  part  in  the  subsequent  discussions. 

The  exhibits  of  the  evening  in  connection  with  Mr.  Elder’s  address  were 
the  following: 

By  President  Smith — Thirty-seven  rare  tokens  in  copper,  brass,  white 
metal,  and  glass  in  connection  with  the  campaigns  of  Henry  Clay,  William 
Henry  Harrison,  Andrew  Jackson,  and  Martin  Van  Buren. 

By  Mr.  Boyd — The  following  series  of  tokens,  numbers  corresponding 
to  New  York  Store  Card  list:  Nos.  1,  5,  6,  1 2,  39,  40,  52,  80,  119,  141,  144, 
1 46,  180,  212,  214,  216,  221,  224,  247,  248,  295,  305,  306,  307,  316,  318, 
324,  328,  336,  337,  340,  341,  343,  348,  365,  366,  and  367. 

The  above  illustrated  the  tokens  mentioned  in  Mr.  Elder’s  paper  this 
evening. 


SECOND  REGULAR  MEETING 
February  12,  1915 

The  meeting  was  opened  by  Dr.  D.  W.  Valentine,  reading  an  exhaustive 
address  on  “United  States  Fractional  Paper  Money — Civil  War  Period,” 
embodying  in  it  the  report  of  the  Paper  Money  Committee.  The  address 
was  received  with  great  interest,  and  a rising  vote  of  thanks  was  extended  to 
Dr.  Valentine  for  his  fine  work  and  earnest  effort. 

United  States  Fractional  Paper  Money  Civil  War  Period 

Fractional  currency  is  literally  a part  of  the  unit  of  exchange.  It  may 
be  metallic,  paper,  or  of  other  material.  Locally  it  is  usually  applied  to 
United  States  paper  fractional  money.  Coins  of  denominations  less  than  the 
unit  are  usually  spoken  of  as  “minor  coins.” 

In  Colonial  times  paper  money  was  issued  that  included  denominations 
of  units,  multiples  of  units,  and  fractionals  of  unit  of  current  value.  Pre- 
vious to  the  Civil  War  there  had  been  numerous  issues  of  paper  fractional 
money  issued  by  cities,  banks,  corporations,  firms,  and  individuals.  These 
were  not  authorized  by  Congress,  and  were  commonly  called  “shin-plasters.” 
I have  endeavored  to  obtain  the  origin  of  the  term,  and  will  quote  the  defini- 
tion taken  from  the  Century  Dictionary: 

“1 — A small  square  patch  of  brown  paper  usually  saturated  with  vine- 
gar, tar,  tobacco  juice,  or  the  like  applied  by  poor  people  to  sores  on  the 
leg;  U.  S.  hence  humorously.  2 — A small  paper  note  used  as  money,  a print- 
ed promise  to  pay  a small  sum,  issued  as  money,  without  legal  security.  The 
name  came  into  early  use  in  the  United  States  for  notes  issued  on  private 
responsibility  in  denominations  of  from  3 to  50  cents  as  substitutes  for  the 
small  coins  withdrawn  from  circulation  during  a suspension  of  specie  pay- 
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nients.  People  were  therefore  obliged  to  accept  them,  although  very  few 
were  ever  redeemed.  Such  notes  abounded  during  the  financial  panic  of 
1837  and  during  the  early  part  of  the  Civil  War  1861-65.” 

The  Standard  Dictionary  gives  a very  similar  definition  though  it  in- 
cludes the  Colonial  period  as  urell  as  that  of  1837  and  the  Civil  War.  Our 
fellow-member,  Mr.  D.  Proskey,  who  has  such  a vast  fund  of  numismatic 
lore,  gave  a definition  as  originating  from  ‘‘the  fact  that  ‘post  boys’  and 
riders  on  toll-roads  used  to  carry  the  toll  fees  in  the  top  of  their  boot  leg  so 
the  toll  gatherer  could  collect  with  little  delay.”  In  my  boyhood  days  of 
the  early  70’s  1 used  to  hear  the  term  applied  to  the  subject  of  this  evening’s 
paper,  but  it  is  evident  that  it  originated  long  before  the  governmental  issue 
of  paper  fractional  money. 

Minor  coins  had  been  issued  by  the  government  almost  continuously 
from  179  3 in  denominations  varying  from  one  half  cent  to  one  half  dollar, 
but  during  the  first  years  of  the  Civil  War  the  issue  wras  small  and  the 
branch  mint  at  New'  Orleans  was  closed.  Besides,  the  fear  of  the  people  had 
caused  them  to  hoard  the  coins,  thereby  creating  a disappearance  of  the 
greatly  needed  medium  of  minor  exchange.  To  meet  this  need  there  came 
an  unauthorized  private  issue  of  tokens,  promises  to  pay,  store  cards,  etc., 
made  of  various  metals,  vulcanite,  paper  tickets,  or  checks  good  for  bread, 
milk,  meals,  street  car,  or  ferry  passages,  beer,  admission  to  the  theatres, 
etc.  Postage  stamps  vrere  also  used,  as  issued,  in  metal  frames  with  mica 
fronts  or  in  envelopes  with  the  value  of  contents,  as  w'ell  as  the  name  of  the 
individual  or  concern  issuing  such,  printed  on  the  envelope.  The  government 
on  July  17,  1862,  prohibited  the  issue  of  such  tokens  or  store  cards,  but 
realized  the  necessity  of  some  medium  to  take  the  place  of  minor  coins.  It 
has  been  stated  that  the  Treasurer,  Mr.  F.  E.  Spinner,  obtained  the  idea  of 
using  postage  stamps  from  Mrs.  Spinner  relating  how  she  had  had  difficulty 
in  making  change  wrhile  shopping  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  and  overcame  the 
trouble  by  giving  some  postage  stamps  she  had  w'ith  her.  It  is  claimed  that 
Mi-.  Spinner  stuck  postage  stamps  singly  or  in  multiples  on  Treasury  paper 
and  used  them  for  exchange,  also  making  arrangements  with  the  Post  Office 
Department  to  exchange  soiled  stamps  wrhen  presented,  as  this  was  not  legal 
currency  and  wras  but  a poor  substitute  for  it,  Mr.  Spinner  developed  the 
idea  and  presented  the  same  to  Congress.  An  act  was  passed  on  July  17, 
1862,  authorizing  the  issue  of  such  currency,  which  was  called  ‘‘Postage 
Currency.”  This  issue,  at  least,  might  be  classed  with  ‘‘siege  money,”  as  it 
really  vras  a ‘‘necessity  issue,”  caused  by  the  disappearance  from  circulation 
ol  practically  all  of  the  minor  coins. 

In  1861  the  Federal  Government  issued  paper  money  in  multiples  known 
as  ‘‘Demand  Notes,”  but  the  work  was  done  by  New'  York  Bank  Note  Com- 
panies, as  the  Treasury  Department  had  no  means  of  making  the  paper  or 
printing  the  notes.  The  issue  of  postage  stamps  of  this  period  w^as  con- 
tracted for  by  the  National  Bank  Note  Company  for  the  same  reason,  as  con- 
tracts w'ere  given  to  the  National  Bank  Note  Company  of  New  York  for  mak- 
ing the  bed  pieces  and  roll-plates,  and  printing  the  obverse  of  this  issue  of 
postage  currency,  which  had  as  a centre  design  the  reproduction  of  a postage 
stamp,  or  multiples  of  same.  The  American  Bank  Note  Company  of  New' 
York  received  a contract  for  furnishing  the  paper,  making  the  bed  pieces, 
rolls  and  plates  and  printing  the  reverse  of  the  issue.  It  may  be  of  interest 
to  state  that  an  essay  was  printed  which  designated  the  specimens  as  ‘‘post- 
age stamps,”  but  the  same  has  no  engraver’s  or  maker’s  name  upon  it,  hence 
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it  is  impossible  to  state  just  what  it  is.  It  has  been  rumored  that  the  con- 
tracts were  given  to  the  two  different  bank  note  companies  to  act  as  a check 
and  prevent  the  surreptitious  or  fraudulent  issue  of  money.  But  as  the  com- 
panies were  practically  one  it  would  not  reflect  upon  the  companies  but  upon 
a possible  wrong  doing  employee. 

It  has  been  most  difficult  to  get  positive  information  as  to  which  variety 
of  the  first  general  issue  was  the  first  issued.  From  such  facts  as  I have 
gathered  I feel  positive  that  the  perforated  edge  came  before  the  cut  edge, 
and  it  has  been  stated  that  the  specimens  with  the  “A.  B.  N.  Co.”  monogram 
preceded  the  ones  without  it.  This  claim  was  based  by  the  statement  that 
the  bank  note  companies  after  the  fulfillment  of  their  contracts  turned  over 
the  plates  to  the  Government,  and  the  Government  then  erased  the  monogram 
on  the  reverse  and  issued  a few  sheets,  both  perforated  and  cut  edge  varie- 
ties. I have  considerable  faith  in  the  author  of  the  statement,  but  regret 
that  I have  not  as  yet  found  corroboration;  on  the  contrary,  I find  a letter 
from  S.  P.  Chase  to  the  President  of  the  American  Bank  Note  Company, 
dated  May  23,  1863,  which  contained  the  following;  ‘‘In  my  letter  I had  ex- 
pressed the  understanding  that  the  dies,  plates,  etc.,  from  which  the  United 
States  notes  were  printed  belonged  to  the  Government,  and  their  custody 
subject  to  the  direction  of  the  department.  The  reply  of  your  predecessor 
controverted  this  position,  etc.”  Also  the  extract  from  a letter  from  S.  P. 
Chase  to  the  President  of  the  National  Bank  Note  Company,  dated  May  28, 
1864:  ‘‘You  are  aware  that  I regard  such  ownership  and  custody  as  the  right 
of  the  department  under  the  former  contracts  with  the  two  companies.  As 
this  was  not  conceded,  etc.”  These  extracts  would  indicate  that  the  plates, 
etc.,  were  not  turned  over  to  the  department,  but  there  may  be  other  or 
later  proof  that  they  were. 

The  paper  used  seems  to  have  been  of  two  kinds  only,  plain  paper,  but 
of  various  shades.  The  inks  were  of  two  colors,  but  also  of  various  shades. 
Plate  numbers  appear  on  the  wide  margin  of  the  sheet.  Some  specimens 
show  parts  of  letters  or  numbers  of  unknown  meaning. 

Some  of  the  perforated  specimens  have  had  the  edges  trimmed  either 
without  intent  to  deceive  or  to  imitate  a scarcer  variety  with  cut  edges.  An- 
other word  of  warning  to  collectors,  mutilated  specimens  exist  with  large 
perforations  crudely  done,  and  without  doubt  fraudulently  done. 

This  issue  is  peculiar,  as  it  is  not  really  money,  but  a medium  of  ex- 
change of  postage  stamps.  It  is  ‘‘exchangeable  for  sums  not  less  than  five 
dollars  and  receivable  for  all  dues  less  than  five  dollars.”  The  only  place 
that  the  word  “cents”  appears  is  on  the  base  line  of  one  stamp,  though  the 
numeral  or  numerals  of  the  denomination  appear  on  both  the  obverse  and 
reverse,  though  the  word  “cents”  does  not  appear  by  it.  There  is  no  “promise 
to  pay”  on  any  United  States  paper  fractional  money,  so  they  are  not  notes. 

This  issue  is  not  signed,  as  contemporaneous  bills  or  later  issues  of  the 
fractional  currency,  and  no  Treasury  seal  appears  on  this  issue. 

The  issue  commenced  Aug.  21,  1862,  and  ended  May  27,  1863,  amoun- 
ing  to  over  120,000,000.  Our  fellow-member,  Mr.  G.  H.  Blake,  found  and 
loaned  to  me  a copy  of  the  report  of  S.  M.  Clark  to  the  Superintendent  of 
the  Treasury,  W.  P.  Fessenden,  from  which  I will  read  a number  of  extracts 
and  from  which  I have  gathered  proofs  which  compel  me  to  revise  my  tabu- 
lations. 

Extracts  from  “Report  of  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  W.  P.  Fessen- 
den, from  the  First  Division  National  Currency  Bureau,  by  S.  M.  Clark,  chief 
of  the  division,  November,  1864”: 


Origin  of  the  division.  This  division  had  its  origin  in  an  attempt  to 
trim  and  separate  Treasury  notes  by  machinery.  This  work  up  to  the  Sum- 
mer of  186  2 had  been  executed  by  hand  labor.  The  first  paper  issues  of  the 
Government  made  necessary  by  the  existing  Civil  War  were  manufactured  by 
the  New  York  bank  note  companies,  and  sent  to  this  department  in  sheets  of 
four  notes  each.  After  they  were  received  here  the  signatures  of  the  proper 
officers  were  attached  and  they  were  trimmed  and  separated  by  hand  labor 
with  shears.  Futility  of  Treasurer  and  Register  to  sign  notes- — Congress 
authorized  employment  of  corps  of  assistants.  (Statutes  at  large  V 12  p 
313).  Economy  and  better  security  to  print  signatures  authorized.  (Stat- 
utes at  large  V.  1 2 p.  346).  Following  which,  a facsimile  of  the  seal  adopt- 
ed by  the  Treasury  Department  was  designed,  and  the  American  Bank  Note 
Company  employed  to  make  dies  of  same  of  three  sizes.  The  demand  for 
original  dies  was  made  and  the  American  Bank  Note  Company  refused  to 
surrender  them.  The  American  and  National  Bank  Note  Companies  of  New 
York  were  practically  one,  a powerful  monopoly.  The  production  of  the 
“postal  currency,”  as  it  was  then  called,  next  engaged  your  predecessor’s 
(Secretary  Chase)  attention.  The  price  paid  for  it  was  largely  disproportion- 
ate to  the  cost  of  the  production.  In  his  own  language,  though  bearing  no 
interest,  it  Avas  the  dearest  loan.” 

Treasury  Department,  Bureau  of  Construction,  Oct.  7,  1862. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  report  that  I have  matured  the  details  for 
carrying  out  the  Secretary’s  plan  of  supplying  the  place  of  the  present  post- 
age currency,  with  a currency  based  on  the  issue  of  revenue  stamps,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Upon  the  Secretary’s  suggestion  that  the  size  of  all  the  denominations 
shall  be  the  same  as  the  present  10-cent  postage  currency. 

The  obverse  of  all  denominations  I would  print  in  black  and  the  reverse 
in  four  different  colors,  say,  50’s,  red;  25’s,  purple;  10’s,  green,  and  5’s,  tan 
color.  (Then  follows  the  list  of  machinery  and  labor  to  print  16000  sheets 
daily).  The  engraving  of  the  bed  plates  could  all  be  done  in  the  depart- 
ment.— I have  a design  prepared  for  the  Secretary’s  inspection — have  made 
arrangement  for  trimming,  separating,  and  paper,  cost  of  machinery,  fix- 
tures, etc.,  packing,  cost  of  pressmen  printing,  75  cts  to  $1  per  100  sheets. 
Signed,  etc.,  S.  M.  Clark,  Chief  Clerk  Bureau  of  Construction. 

The  Secretary  adopted  the  report  on  the  10th  of  October,  1862,  and 
approved  the  design.  This  design  was  made  larger  than  the  postal  currency, 
viz.,  2 y2 xt  inches.  I recommended  the  use  of  this  size  instead  of  the  smaller 
size  he  had  prescribed.  P.  20  (following  a report)  “Upon  this  report  he  de- 
cided to  adhere  to  the  size  originally  prescribed  by  him,  and  the  design  be 
reduced  by  photography.  It  was  unfortunate  for  the  artistic  merit.  But  it 
promoted  economy — and  the  cost  was  less  than  one-fourth  what  the  Postal 
Currency  from  the  New  York  bank  note  companies  had  cost.”  (See  Note  1). 

A system  (of  checks  upon  production  to  prevent  fraudulent  issue)  was 
prepared  and  submitted  on  Nov.  7th,  1862.  The  paper  will  be  made  in  the 
easement  paper  room,  delivered  in  quantities  of  even  thousand  sheets  to  the 
plate  printing  room  in  the  attic,  then  deliver  the  paper  to  the  pressmen  in 
quantities  of  500  sheets,  charging  them  to  the  pressman  by  name  in  a book 
prepared  for  the  purpose  with  two-columns-ruled  for  crediting  the  teiurn  of 
printed  sheets,  one  for  “perfect”,  the  other  for  “imperfect”  sheets.  Each 


pressman  to  be  held  strictly  accountable  for  the  sheets  delivered  to  him,  the 
charge  to  be  cancelled  only  by  the  delivery  in  kind  to  the  assistant  superin- 
tendent, not  by  payment;  i.  e.,  nothing  but  membrane  paper  will  cancel  the 
charge.  All  sheets  torn,  spoiled,  or  otherwise  spoiled  to  be  returned — but 
to  be  entered  in  the  “imperfect”  column.  The  receipts  and  burnings  to  be 
recorded  in  book  “Record  of  Imperfect  Sheets.”  The  Superintendent  of 
Trimmers’  Division  will  count  and  compare  the  sheets,  sign  receipt,  record 
the  quantity  and  amount  received  in  a book  “Record  of  Currency  Received 
from  the  Plate  Printer  After  Trimming;”  if  damaged  a sheet  was  delivered 
to  the  surface  printer  the  same  as  a “perfect  sheet”,  but  placed  on  top  of 
pile.  Three  days  will  be  required  for  drying  all  surface  printing.  The  Sup- 
erintendent of  the  separating  room  receives  them.  Keeps  a “stock  package” 
of  each  denomination  to  exchange  for  “imperfect”  sheets,  to  insure  decimal 
delivery  to  the  Treasurer  and  a simple  check  upon  the  packers.  The  5 cents, 
10  cents,  2 5 cents,  to  be  put  in  packages  of  $10,  sceured  by  a paper  strap 
marked  “$10,”  and  the  50  cents  in  packages  of  $40,  each  secured  by  a paper 
strap  marked  “$20.”  Five  of  each  of  these  packets  aggregating  750,  to  be 
banded  together  by  a strap  marked  “$250.”  Four  of  these  $250  packages 
to  be  placed  in  neat  paper  box  (6  in.  long  514  in.  wide  and  3%  in.  high) 
and  labelled  on  the  top  thus: 

$1000  Dollars  United  States  Revenue  Currency 
$200  in  5 cents 
$200  in  10  cents 
$200  in  2 5 cents 
$400  in  50  cents, 

and  in  this  condition  to  be  delivered  to  the  United  States  Treasurer  in  locked 
up  wooden  boxes,  by  a messenger,  etc.,  etc.  Signed  by  S.  M.  Clark,  Chief 
Clerk  in  charge. 

Hon.  S.  P.  Chase 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

The  system  remained  under  advisement  for  some  time,  and  eventually 
was  returned  to  me  endorsed  as  follows  Avithout  date  to  the  endorsement. 
The  within  system  of  checks  and  balances  is  approved.  The  currency  to  be 
called  “Fractional  Currency”  instead  of  “Revenue  Currency.”  Signed  S.  P. 
Chase. 

The  paper  upon  which  the  issues  of  the  Government  were  printed  was  a 
large  item  of  expense,  and  I had  frequently  reported  to  the  Secretary  the 
propriety  and  economy  of  manufacturing  paper  of  a distinct  character  in  the 
department.  He  was  paying  the  New  York  bank  note  companies  $22.50  per 
thousand  sheets  for  a paper  inferior  to  that  Avhich  I could  buy  in  open  market 
for  $12.  He  directed  an  advertisement  inviting  proposals  from  paper  manu- 
facturers for  furnishing  the  department  with  paper;  authorized  me  to  make 
investigations  and  experiments  to  the  manufacture  of  a distinctive  paper  in 
the  building.  We  attempted  to  produce  a paper  evenly  tinted  in  the  fibre 
with  a bright  non-photographic  tint  which  would  not  interfere  with  the  en- 
graving and  could  not  be  removed  from  the  paper  without  destroying  the 
fabric.  All  our  efforts  failed;  Ave  could  introduce  no  suitable  pigment  which 
Ave  could  not  chemically  remove.  (In  report  on  bids  to  supply  paper,  which 
evidently  refers  also  or  wholly  to  paper  for  bills  as  it  alludes  to  “green 
tints,”  and  green  Avas  not  used  except  on  l()c,  second  issue  fractional,  there 


97 


is  the  first  reference  to  “watermarks,”  “all  of  which  are  inferior  and  badly 
done” — also  the  “silk  threads”  are  mentioned.)  The  most  ingenious  of 
the  two  is  Mr.  Haywood’s  straight  threads  in  colors.  (Most  interesting 
though  is  the  following)  “But  since  his  (Mr.  Homan’s)  reports  were  rendered 
another  bid  has  been  received  from  Stuart  Gwynn  of  Boston.  This  bid  con- 
tains samples  of  most  extraordinary  character  and  excellence.  The  maker 
divulges  to  the  department  his  process  of  manufacture,  which  is  different 
from  anything  I have  heretofore  known  and  sound  in  principle.  The  paper 
possesses  wonderful  strength,  is  not  permanently  injured  by  soaking  in  hot 
or  cold  water,  and  the  surface  does  not  rough  up  by  abrasion  under  the 
ordinary  tests.  It  is  too  transparent  for  the  green  tint  and  from  its  nature 
cannot  be  more  opaque.  The  green  tint  proves  itself  to  be  no  security.  The 
St.  Louis  counterfeit  $10  proves  this,  and  the  Treasurer’s  clerk  tells  me  that 
among  the  bills  coming  to  him  to  be  split  prior  to  burning  he  has  found 
some  with  the  green  tint  entirely  gone.  The  samples  No.  1 and  2 were  not 
in  the  envelope;  of  the  remainder  I prefer  No.  4,  at  $16.00,  but  should  prefer 
a lighter  weight  than  the  lightest  one  submitted,  being  14-16-18  pounds. 
I think  10  pounds  heavy  and  strong  enough  of  the  “vegetable  membrane” 
paper.  I think  it  can  be  printed  dry.  The  “distinctive  mark”  submitted  by 
Dr.  Gwynn  is  ingenious  and  might  be  serviceable  to  the  department  in  de- 
tecting counterfeits,  but  would  be  of  little  value  to  the  public,  as  it  injures 
the  paper.  Signed,  S.  M.  Clark,  Acting  Engineer  in  charge. 

I continued  my  experiments  for  the  production  of  a distinctive  paper — 
also  to  print  dry.  In  an  informal  conversation  with  Mr.  Chase,  October, 
186  2,  I alluded  to  my  report  last  quoted  and  found  he  had  never  seen  the 
report.  After  search  it  was  discovered  and  read  to  him,  when  he  immedi- 
ately telegraphed  Dr.  Gwynn  to  come  to  Washington,  and  bring  specimens  of 
his  paper  with  him.  Dr.  Gwynn  came,  and  his  visit  resulted  in  a contract  for 
the  production  of  the  paper  in  the  Treasury  building.  (Extracts  from  con- 
tract with  Stuart  Gwynn  of  the  City  of  New  York).  He  (Dr.  Gwynn)  does 
hereby  convey  to  the  Treasury  Department  the  exclusive  right  to  manufac- 
ture and  use  or  control  the  manufacture  and  use  of  the  said  membrane 
paper.  It  is  further  agreed  and  understood  that  a secret  mark  shall  be 
placed  in  the  web  of  the  paper  so  that  one  copy  or  impression  thereof  shall 
be  upon  each  note  or  stamp  issued  of  such  size  and  device  as  may  be  directed 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  that  the  paper  shall  be  tinted  of  such 
color  as  may  be  desired  without  extra  charge.  Signed  S.  P.  Chase,  Stuart 
Gwynn. 

I soon  found  that  Dr.  Gwynn  possessed  great  scientific  acquirements. 
His  first  attention  was  given  to  tinting  the  fibre,  but  failed.  In  the  course  of 
his  experiments  he  discovered  a method  of  tinting  non-photographically  with 
a new  and  rare  pigment,  a fibre  foreign  to  that  used  in  the  manufacture  of 
paper,  but  which  could  be  introduced  into  and  mingled  with  it  in  such  a 
manner  that  no  re-agent  known  to  chemistry  nor  any  method  that  he  could 
devise  would  remove  its  non-photographic  property  without  at  the  same  time 
removing  the  fibre  itself.  This  was  the  origin  of  the  so-called  “spider  legs” 
in  the  membrane  paper,  and  which  has  been  adopted  as  one  of  the  distinctive 
characteristics  of  the  national  paper  now  made  in  the  department. 

The  first  membrane  paper  produced  was  unsatisfactory,  as  the  peculiar 
process  of  making  rendered  it  more  liable  to  split  than  ordinary  bank  note 
paper.  All  bank  note  paper  hitherto  made  would  split  more  or  less  readily, 
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but  this  proved  more  liable  to  split  than  any  others,  so  its  use  was  therefore 
abandoned.  (Note — This  would  show  that  the  so-called  split  fibre  series 
should  be  listed  before  the  fibre  paper  of  the  second  general  issue.)  Ex- 
periments were  continued  with  ultimate  success  and  a paper  produced  which 
would  not  dissolve  in  hot  or  cold  water — would  not  split,  which  had  an  im- 
movable non-photographic  tint  in  its  spider  leg  fibre,  and  took  ink  more 
readily,  retained  it  longer,  and  wore  better  than  any  paper  manufactured  for 
currency  in  any  country. 

Dr.  Gwynn  was  experimenting  with  dry  printing,  but  was  arrested  under 
very  strange  proceedings  of  the  officials;  confined  for  thirty  days,  and  uncon- 
ditionally released.  His  disgust  with  such  treatment  caused  him  to  have  no 
further  personal  transactions  with  the  department  except  through  his  expert 
and  attorney.  Mr.  Clark  continued  experimenting,  and  Mr.  Chase  in  a letter 
to  a committee  of  Congress,  dated  June  3,  1864,  stated  that  the  “dry  print- 
ing process  was”  operating  simultaneously  and  in  daily  use  producing  dry 
printed  impressions  of  unexcelled  perfection  and  beauty.  For  amount  print- 
ed to  Oct.  1st,  1864,  see  Note  2. 

These  extracts  show  that  several  different  kinds  of  paper  were  used; 
that  wet  printing  and  dry  printing  were  both  used;  that  great  economies  took 
place;  that  radical  changes  were  made  in  the  design  of  the  second  general 
issue,  and  a bronze  surcharge  is  first  used.  I have  been  unable  to  obtain 
information  as  to  the  significance  of  the  surcharge  on  the  upper  corner  or 
corners  of  the  reverse.  The  value  of  each  denomination  appears  for  the 
first  time,  though  the  specimens  are  still  unsigned  and  without  seals.  They 
are,  as  the  first  issue,  exchangeable  for  postage  stamps,  etc.  Some  (so-called) 
proofs  of  this  issue  were  made  on  watermarked  paper,  being  the  first  water- 
marked paper  used  for  fractional  currency.  The  entire  issue  was  made  at 
the  department  from  Oct.  10,  1863,  to  Feb.  2 3,  186  7,  and  amounted  to  over 
$23,000,000. 

S.  M.  Clark  in  his  report  states:  “To  protect  that  portion  of  the  public 
which  will  not  protect  itself  by  the  exercise  of  ordinary  diligence  in  scrutin- 
izing paper  money,  the  only  course  in  my  judgment  when  a counterfeit  gets 
into  the  channels  of  circulation  is  therefore  to  make  a new  issue  and  with- 
draw the  latter  from  circulation.” 

Counterfeits  of  the  second  general  issue  were  more  numerous  than  those 
of  the  first  issue  and  of  much  better  workmanship;  this  and  the  increased 
demand  for  fractional  currency  necessitated  the  change  of  type  and  created 
two  additional  denominations,  though  one  of  these,  the  15-cent  denomina- 
tion, was  only  made  as  an  essay  or  proof  (see  Note  3)  ; the  other,  the  three- 
cent  denomination,  is  the  first  and  only  one  of  such  denomination  in  any 
issue  and  was  only  printed  Avith  green  back.  It  is  the  only  \rariety  of  this 
issue  that  has  no  signatures,  though  none  has  seals.  The  need  of  this 
denomination  Avas  eliminated  by  an  act  of  Congress  March  3,  186  5,  provid- 
ing for  the  coinage  of  a 3-cent  coin  in  nickel.  An  act  of  Congress  May  17, 
1866,  providing  for  the  coinage  of  the  5-cent  coin  in  nickel  prohibited  the 
issue  of  any  bill  of  denomination  less  than  10  cents.  This  general  issue  has 
tAvo  principal  series,  the  first,  knoAvn  as  green  backs,  includes  all  the  denom- 
inations; the  second  series  is  knoAvn  as  red  backs,  the  distinction  being  caus- 
ed by  the  two  colors  used  in  printing  the  reverses.  The  second  series  does 
not  include  the  3-cent  denomination  nor  the  variety  known  as  the  50-cent 
Spinner  “iicav  style”  or  “open  back.”  These,  the  red  backs,  are  the  only 


specimens  that  have  autographic  signatures.  Many  specimens  of  different 
issues  appear  with  signatures  written  across  the  obverse  or  reverse,  and 
even  above  the  regular  signatures,  but  the  only  value  they  have  when  the 
signature  is  in  a different  location  than  that  on  the  current  specimen  is  that 
of  an  autograph  in  addition  to  the  market  value  of  the  regular  specimen. 
The  signatures  of  the  present  incumbents  of  office  of  Treasurer  or  Register 
in  fractional  currency  is  simply  an  autographic  value.  The  5-cent  variety 
bears  the  portrait  of  S.  M.  Clark,  erroneously  stated  by  a tabulator  to  be  that 
of  Gideon  M.  Welles.  There  was  no  law  regulating  whose  portrait  should  be 
used,  but  the  assurance  of  Mr.  Clark  in  so  using  his  portrait  stirred  Con- 
gress into  passing  an  act  on  April  7,  18(16,  prohibiting  the  portrait  of  any 
living  person  appearing  on  any  notes  or  bonds.  Before  this  act  was  passed 
the  Bureau  of  Printing  and  Engraving  had  the  essay  of  the  before-mentioned 
1 5-cent  notes  in  preparation,  but  the  act  prohibited  its  issuance,  hence  it 
only  appears  in  proof  on  separate  obverse  and  reverse. 

The  red  backs  bear  a number  of  different  combinations  of  autographic 
signatures,  and  are  made  of  different  papers  and  with  various  surcharges. 
In  fact  it  is  the  series  of  the  greatest  number  of  varieties.  One  reason  for 
this  being  the  fact  that  they  were  printed  with  blank  spaces  for  the  signa- 
tures, some  specimens  being  extant  now  unsigned,  and  as  the  change  in  the 
officials  of  Register  and  Treasurer  occurred  the  new  officials  would  sign  some 
of  these  varieties.  F.  E.  Spinner  was  Treasurer  from  March  16,  1861,  to 
June  30,  1875;  J.  C.  New  from  June  30,  1875,  to  July  7,  1876.  The  Regis- 
ters were  S.  B.  Colby,  from  Aug.  11,  1864,  to  Sept.  21,  186  7;  N.  L.  Jeffries 
from  Oct.  5,  1 867,  to  March  23,  1869.  W.  S.  Rosecrans  in  1880.  The  names 
of  the  last  two  appear  on  some  notes,  though  they  were  not  officials  until 
after  the  issuance  was  supposed  to  have  ended.  The  2 5-cent  denomination 
has  the  portrait  of  William  Pitt  Fessenden,  who  was  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury 1864-5.  The  second  variety  of  the  50-cent  denomination  bears  the  por- 
trait of  F.  E.  Spinner. 

Several  kinds  of  paper  were  used,  at  least  three — coarse  fibre,  some- 
times called  parchment;  fine  fibre,  and  plain  paper.  The  coarse  fibre  is 
placed  first,  as  the  variety  known  as  the  50-cent  Justice  red  back  appears 
only  in  coarse  fibre  with  the  surcharge  on  the  corners  of  reverse  “S-T-6-4,” 
and  the  signatures  are  Colby  and  Spinner.  Note:  The  “S”  cannot  indicate 
the  month  as  the  issue  did  not  commence  until  December. 

The  inks  are  black  on  obverse  and  red  on  the  reverse  of  one  series  and 
green  on  the  reverse  of  other  series.  Surcharges  also  appear  on  the  10,  25, 
and  50-cent  denominations.  The  surcharges  noted  are  “S  E 2-6-4,”  ‘‘A-2- 
6-5,”  and  “M-2-6-5”  on  reverse  corners  and  two  solid  bronze  ovals  appear  on 
the  obverse  of  the  5 0-cent  denomination  and  on  only  the  coarse  fibre  paper 
variety  of  the  2 5-cent  green  back  variety. 

There  also  appear  what  might  be  classed  as  location  marks  on  some 
varieties — the  5-cent  denomination  has  a small  letter  “a”;  the  10-cent  de- 
nomination has  a small  numeral  ”1”;  the  2 5-cent  denomination  has  a small 
letter  “a”,  and  the  50-cent  denomination  has  a small  numeral  ”1”  and  a 
small  letter  “a”,  either  combined  or  singly.  These  appear  in  the  left  side  of 
specimen,  either  about  half  way  down  or  near  the  left  lower  quarter  corner. 
They  have  been  incorrectly  called  ‘‘plate  numbers,”  or  ‘‘plate  letters,”  but  as 
they  only  appear  on  specimens  on  the  left  edge  row  of  a sheet  or  top  row  of 
a sheet  and  the  combination  ‘‘1  a”  always  on  the  upper  left  corner  specimen 
of  a sheet  they  surely  indicate  the  location  of  the  specimen  on  the  sheet. 
The  emissions  of  the  general  issue  seem  to  overlap,  but  no  reason  has  been 
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found  for  their  so  doing.  This  series  was  all  done  at  the  Bureau  of  Printing 
and  Engraving.  Beginning  Dec.  5,  1864,  and  ended  April  16,  1869,  and 
amounting  to  over  186,000,000. 

With  the  fourth  general  issue  we  find  further  improvements.  The 
Treasury  seal  is  impressed  on  all  varieties  for  the  first  time.  The  10-cent 
note  is  the  only  one  which  mentions  postage  stamps.  The  work  is  more 
artistic  and  symbolic.  The  10-cent  denomination,  known  as  the  “10-cent 
Liberty,’’  from  the  engraved  bust  of  female  figure.  The  15-cent  denomina- 
tion, known  as  the  “15-cent  Columbia,”  from  the  engraved  bust  of  female 
figure,  also  on  obverse.  The  25-cent  denomination,  known  as  the  “25-cent 
Washington,  fourth  issue.”  The  5 0-cent  denominations  have  three  varie- 
ties, one  having  the  portrait  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  another  the  portrait  of 
E.  M.  Stanton,  and  the  third  having  the  portrait  of  Samuel  Dexter.  Plate 
numbers  and  letters  appear  on  the  last  to  indicate  plate  and  location  of  bill 
on  plate.  Some  of  the  work  of  this  issue  was  done  by  the  Bureau  of  Print- 
ing and  Engraving;  some  by  the  American  Bank  Note  Company,  and  some 
by  the  National  Bank  Note  Company. 

The  paper  was  various  kinds — plain,  watermarked,  fibre,  minute,  and 
coarse,  and  combinations  of  same.-  The  inks  were  black  for  obverse  engrav- 
ing and  red  for  seal.  The  reverse  of  entire  series  was  green.  The  Issue  be- 
gan July  14,  1869,  and  ceased  Feb.  6,  1875,  amounting  to  over  $166,000,000. 

The  fifth,  and  last,  of  the  general  issue  was  the  simplest,  and  has  the 
least  number  of  varieties.  The  appropriation  for  issuing  fractional  paper 
money  was  about  exhausted,  and  an  act  of  Congress  April  17,  1876,  for  the 
issue  of  fractional  silver  coins  to  redeem  the  outstanding  fractional  paper 
currency  caused  the  end  of  its  manufacture. 

The  three  denominations  have  but  six  varieties.  The  10-cent  denom- 
ination, appearing  with  the  Treasury  seal  in  green  and  also  in  red  ink,  lias 
the  portrait  of  W.  M.  Meredith.  The  red  seal  has  a long  key  in  one  variety 
and  a short  key  in  the  other  variety.  The  2 5-cent  denomination  has  the 
portrait  of  Robert  Walker,  and  the  difference  in  the  size  of  key  makes  two 
varieties.  The  5 0-cent  denomination  has  the  portrait  of  Wm.  H.  Crawford. 
They  all  have  plate  numbers  and  letters,  as  the  Dexter  of  the  former  issue. 
The  paper  is  a fibre  watermarked  paper.  The  ink,  obverse,  black  engraving, 
with  led  or  green  seal  and  the  reverse  of  all  varieties  in  green  ink.  Some  of 
the  work  was  done  by  the  Bureau  of  Printing  and  Engraving,  some  by  the 
Columbian  Bank  Note  Company  of  Washington,  D.  C.,  and  some  by  Joseph  B. 
Carpenter  of  Philadelphia. 

The  issue  commenced  Feb.  26,  1874,  and  ended  Feb.  15,  187  6,  and 
amounted  to  nearly  $63,000,000.  This  makes  a sum  total  of  $368,724,- 
079.45  issued,  and  in  1886  $15,000,000  was  outstanding  and  it  was  stated 
by  Mr.  Henry  Russell  Drowne  at  that  time  that  only  about  $1,000,000  could 
be  accounted  for  as  outstanding.  The  amount  of  fractional  silver  and  base 
metal  coinage  as  compared  with  the  amount  and  number  of  specimens  out- 
standing should  cause  collectors  to  awaken  to  the  opportunity  that  will  nev- 
er present  itself  again.  Over  $300,000,000  in  minor  silver  coins,  over 
90,000,000  cents  and  half  cents  coined  since  1857,  to  say  nothing  of  that 
issued  before,  ought  to  cause  you  to  realize  how  extremely  scarce  are  some 
of  the  specimens  of  the  subdivisions  of  which  scarcity  even  many  paper 
money  collectors  are  ignorant. 

The  tabulation  as  arranged  up  to  date  shows  the  following  divisions 
and  sub-divisions.  Divisions  are  what  might  be  called  types,  or  where  the 
difference  is  distinctive,  and  most  easily  discernible,  as  perforated  edge  or 
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cut  edge  of  the  first  issue;  differences  in  surcharges  or  of  paper  in  second 
issue;  difference  in  design,  paper,  or  color  of  ink  used  as  in  third  issue. 
Subdivisions  concern  difference  in  paper,  shade  of  ink,  surcharges  of  each 
denomination,  errors,  insertion  of  letters  or  numbers  on  certain  notes  in  sheet 
regularly  occurring.  Plate  numbers  are  not  included,  though  I have  a list  of 
all  I have  seen,  nor  are  notes  with  signatures  in  improper  places  included. 


Divisions 

Sub-divisions 

Total 

The  1st  issue  has 

16 

30 

46 

2nd 

21 

38 

59 

3rd 

12 

58 

70 

4 th 

6 

17 

23 

5th  “ 

3 

6 

9 

58 

149 

207 

1.  Comparative  cost 

NOTES. 

of  printing 

Fractional 

Postage 

50  cent  pieces  per 

$1000. 

1 . 59 

6 . 97 

2 5 cent  pieces  per 

$1000. 

3.08 

13.94 

1 0 cent  pieces  per 

$1000. 

6 . 71 

28 .87 

5 cent  pieces  per 

$1000. 

13.43 

55 . 75 

24  . 81 

making  a saving  on  $50,000  lot  Treasury  assortment  of  $865.90. 

105 .53 
4 00  times 

for  first  issue. 

2.  Second  issue  to  Oct.  1st,  1864. 

5 ct.  10  ct. 

25  ct.  50  ct. 

Membrane  paper  dry 

11857  17098 

58689  62300 

974019 . 25 

Bank  note  paper  dry 

6500  9000 

65000  4100 

396625 . 00 

Bank  note  paper  wet 

96004  1249295 

475846  573375 

12481 . 223 

3.  Having  mentioned  “proofs”  twice,  I must  inquire  what  really  are 
proofs.  I think  a “proof”  must  be  an  impression  from  the  bed  piece  before 
hardening  of  same,  or  this,  like  coins,  might  be  called  a “trial  piece”  or 
“pattern”  if  the  design  be  not  accepted.  Furthermore  a “proof”  is  usually 
on  a different  paper  than  a first  impression.  A close-trimmed  specimen 
printed  on  one  side  only  I should  be  inclined  to  suspect  as  a defective  sheet 
specimen. 

A discussion  then  followed,  in  which  Mr.  Proskey  and  Mr.  Drowne  took 
part.  Mr.  Proskey  showed  a sheet  of  the  first  “Currency  Counterfeit  De- 
tector.” He  pointed  out  the  effect  which  the  paper  currency  of  the  civil  war 
had  in  ridding  our  country  of  all  foreign  money  which  previously  had  been 
current,  owing  to  the  hoarding  of  such  money.  He  showed  a very  interest- 
ing and  unusual  collection  of  “shin-plasters”  among  them  a 1-cent  note  of 
a brewery,  a seines  of  notes  of  cities  and  towns,  some  notes  of  the  Mayor  and 
Common  Council  of  the  city  of  Newark  issued  in  1837,  for  the  redemption  of 
which  in  1862  $7000  in  gold  had  been  set  aside;  also  a 5-cent  United  States 
fractional  currency  note,  act  of  March,  1863,  with  the  signature  of  Colby 
and  Spinner,  and  the  green  back  reverse  inverted.  He  also  referred  especial- 


ly  to  the  crude  method  which  the  Government  had  adopted  to  distribute  the 
fractional  currency,  permits  having  been  issued  to  individuals  to  receive 
different  sums  of  such  currency  each  week  at  the  United  States  Sub-Treas- 
ury. 

Mr.  Drowne  told  interestingly  how  his  interest  had  been  aroused  in 
collecting  such  fractional  currency,  and  how  he  had  obtained  some  valuable 
detailed  information  in  regard  to  these  issues  from  Col.  Asa  B.  Gardiner 
when  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

The  regular  business  session  of  the  meeting  was  then  taken  up,  and 
after  the  calling  of  the  roll  the  reading  of  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting, 
with  the  following  corrections,  was  accepted:  The  list  of  committees  for  the 
year  1915  is  to  be  corrected  as  follows: 

Publication  Committee — F.  C.  C.  Boyd,  Chairman;  Dr.  D.  W.  Valentine 
and  Geo.  H.  Blake. 

New  York  Store  Card  Committee — Edgar  H.  Adams,  Chairman. 

The  Treasurer  submitted  reports  for  the  year  1914,  and  the  months  of 
January  and  February,  1915.  He  also  reported  the  receipt  of  one  magazine 
and  of  several  invitations  and  notices  of  numismatic  meetings  from  our 
corresponding  member  Sig.  Cagiati,  of  the  Circolo  Numismatico  Napolitano, 
of  Naples,  Italy. 

The  Executive  Committee  reported  that  one  bid  had  been  submitted  by 
Whitehead  & Hoag  Co.  for  the  Smith  medal;  that  the  subject  for  the  next 
meeting  would  be  papers  by  Mr.  Bauman  L.  Belden  on  “Confederate  War 
Medals,’’  and  by  Mr.  Higgins,  “Ancient  Mysteries  and  Occultism  on  Ancient 
and  Occult  Coins.” 

The  following  resolution  was  then  adopted,  in  order  to  facilitate  the 
work  of  the  Secretary  in  future:  “Be  it  resolved  that  official  reports  of 
committees  be  submitted  at  all  meetings  in  writing  only,  signed  by  the 
chairman  of  the  committee,  either  through  the  chairman  or  any  member  of 
such  committee  present  at  the  meeting,  and  that  the  Secretary  notify  the 
chairman  of  all  committees  of  this  resolution.” 

Mr.  Smith  then  surrendered  the  Chair  to  Mr.  Frey  for  the  remainder 
of  the  evening. 

Both  Messrs.  Schulman  and  Drowne  were  extended  a hearty  welcome  to 
the  Club  by  the  Chairman,  and  responded  briefly.  Mr.  Schulman  expressed 
great  satisfaction  at  the  lively  interest  shown  by  the  members  in  the  discus- 
sions of  the  evening.  The  meeting  adjourned  for  the  examination  of  exhibits. 

By  Mr.  Proskev — A collection  of  fractional  currency  and  shin-plasters, 
already  referred  to;  oval-shaped  medal  by  Quelin,  bust  of  John  Charles  Fre- 
mont; reverse  coat  of  arms  of  California  and  allegorical  female  figure.  Med- 
al of  Mowbray-Clarke  on  Centennial  of  Treaty  of  Ghent  1814-1914.  Obverse, 
Peace  between  the  British  Lion  and  American  Eagle;  reverse  two  wrestling 
men.  “Last  War  between  Brothers.”  Java,  one  stuyver,  1800.  Spielmark  of 
Louis  XV,  obverse  bust,  reverse,  Phoebus  Apollo,  in  triumphal  chariot. 

By  Mr.  Frey — -Louis  d’or,  Louis  XV.,  1718  mint  mark  V,  for  Amiens,  and 
small  elephant,  possibly  the  device  of  the  mint  master  or  copied  from  the 
device  of  the  East  India  Company. 

By  Mr.  F.  C.  C.  Boyd- — 1856,  flying  eagle  cent  of  pure  copper. 

By  Mr.  Niklewicz — Transylvania,  Stephen  Bathori  of  Poland,  Nagybanya 
thaler,  1585.  Austria,  two  different  15  lcreuzer.  Schleswig-Holstein,  Chris- 
tian VII,  20  schil.,  1 787.  Santiago,  Chile,  peso,  1817.  South  Peru,  Cusco,  8 
reals,  1837. 

By  Mr.  Kohler- — Brazil  500  reis,  new  type,  1913. 
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By  Mr.  H.  R.  Drowne — A very  interesting  series  of  medals  struck  by 
Holland  and  France,  acknowledging  the  independence  of  the  United  States 
of  America.  Holland:  Medal  upon  Treaty  of  Commerce  between  Holland 
and  U.  S.  A.  1782.  Obverse,  America  standing  holding  United  States  flag, 
to  whom  Holland  extends  her  hand.  Reverse,  inscription  (first  represen- 
tation of  U.  S.  (lag  on  a medal).  Bett’s  606.  Medal  upon  reception  of  John 
Adams  as  envoy,  1782.  Obverse,  Holland  extending  hand  of  friendship  to 
America,  represented  as  an  Indian  woman  bearing  shield  with  13  stars.  Re- 
verse, British  unicorn  lying  prostrate,  with  horn  broken  against  the  Rock 
“America.”  Betts  603.  Medal  upon  recognition  by  Frisia,  1782.  Obv.  Frisia 
extending  hand  to  America  holding  shield  inscribed  “United  States  of  Amer- 
ica,” trampling  on  sceptre  and  shackles,  turning  back  on  Great  Britain. 
Betts  6 0 2.  Medal  of  Amsterdam  upon  Treaty  of  Commerce  between  Holland 
and  United  States  of  America,  1782.  Betts  604.  Medal  of  Holland,  1782, 
upon  recognition  of  independence  of  United  States  of  America.  Obverse, 
commerce  standing  with  Liberty  cap.  Reverse,  commercial  emblems.  Sev- 
eral earlier  satirical  medals  in  brass  and  pewter  representing  the  English 
fleet,  the  Island  of  Rhode  Island,  and  Americans  leaving  in  canoes,  inscribed 
the  Flying  Americans  of  Rhode  Island,  Aug.  17  78.  Reverse  Admiral  Howe’s 
Flagship  1779. 

Medal.  Libertas  Americana,  designed  by  Franklin  in  France  and  struck 
in  178  2.  Bronze.  Obverse,  head  of  Liberty  with  cap,  4th  July,  1776.  Re- 
verse, infant  Hercules  strangling  two  serpents,  Cornwallis  and  Burgoyne, 
while  France  is  protecting  him  from  the  British  Lion,  below  dates.  Medal  in 
pewter  upon  Peace  of  Versailles,  1783.  Obverse,  Libertas  Americana. 
America  hanging  shield  of  thirteen  bars  on  the  pillar  of  fame,  before  which 
King  of  France,  seated,  with  hand  pointing.  Rev.  Pallas  standing  with 
shields  of  France,  England.  Spain,  and  Holland.  Betts  608.  Medal  of  pew- 
ter upon  Treaty  of  Paris,  178  3.  Obverse,  King  extending  hand  and  present- 
ing bouquet  to  America  standing  with  liberty  cap  on  a pole.  Reverse,  Peace 
standing  triumphant,  trampling  War  under  foot.  Betts  610. 

By  Mr.  Schulman — Patterns  in  gold  of  half  anna,  half  pice,  1/12  anna, 
1892.  Pondichery  Pagoda  struck  in  1 705  by  the  French.  Austria,  1638,  5 
ducats  for  Carinthsia,  1648,  5 ducats  struck  at  Vienna,  1648.  Saxony,  John 
George,  5 ducats,  16  30.  Brunswick-Luneburg,  Christian  Lewis,  triple  thaler, 
1675.  Lauenburg,  Franz,  double  thaler.  Furstenberg,  1767,  triple  mining 
thaler.  Brunswick-Luneburg,  Christian.  1629,  triple  thaler.  Brunswick 
Wolfenbuttel,  Julius,  1575,  triple  thaler.  Henry  Julius,  1609,  five  thaler 
piece.  Netherlands  pattern  for  2l/2  and  one  guilder. 


THIRD  REGULAR  MEETING 
March  12,  1915 

Mr.  Belden  read  a paper  on  “The  War  Medals  of  the  Confederacy,”  first 
quoting  an  act  of  the  Confederate  Congress,  approved  Oct.  13,  1 862,  provid- 
ing for  medals  for  officers  and  soldiers  who  should  distinguish  themselves, 
which  medals  were  never  issued.  He  then  described  the  Davis  Guard  Medal, 
presented  by  the  women  of  Houston,  Texas,  to  the  defenders  of  Sabine  Pass, 
Texas,  who  repulsed  an  attack  of  four  gunboats  and  four  thousand  troops, 
on  Sept.  8,  1863,  capturing  two  gunboats  and  about  two  hundred  prisoners. 
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The  fort  was  garrisoned  by  a company  of  forty-seven  Irishmen,  known  as 
the  Davis  Guard,  commanded  by  Lieut.  Richard  W.  Dowling,  commonly 
known  as  Dick  Dowling.  But  forty-  one  were  on  duty  at  the  time,  six  neing 
absent  on  leave  or  in  the  hospital.  Two  officers,  who  happened  to  be  in  the 
neighborhood,  assisted  as  volunteers.  The  medal  was  presented  to  the  entire 
membership  of  the  company  and  the  two  volunteers,  forty-nine  in  all,  on  the 
first  anniversary  of  the  battle,  Sept.  8,  1864. 

The  next  medal  described  was  a bronze  cross  bearing  the  seal  of  Vir- 
ginia, suspended  from  a clasp  inscribed  FOR  VALOR,  which  was  presented 
in  19  03  by  the  Alumni  Association  of  the  Virginia  Military  Institute  to  the 
surviving  members,  and  families  of  deceased  members,  of  the  Cadet  Bat- 
talion, which  took  part  in  the  battle  of  New  Market,  May  15,  1864. 

The  third  and  last  medal  was  the  Southern  Cross  of  Honor,  given  by 
the  Daughters  of  the  Confederacy  to  all  Confederate  veterans.  This  was  first 
suggested  in  1 898  at  a meeting  of  the  Athens  (Georgia)  Chapter.  The  first 
distribution  was  made  on  the  Confederate  Memorial  Day,  April  26,  1900,  at 
which  time  about  twenty-five  hundred  crosses  were  given.  Many  thousands 
have  been  since  distributed,  but  they  are  so  highly  regarded  by  their  pos- 
sessors that  it  is  most  difficult  to  obtain  a specimen. 

Specimens  of  the  three  medals  from  the  collection  of  The  American  Nu- 
mismatic Society  were  exhibited,  together  with  an  old  photograph  of  the 
Davis  Guard  medal,  a photograph  of  the  statue  of  Dick  Dowling,  at  Houston, 
Texas,  and  a badge  of  the  Dick  Dowling  Camp,  United  Confederate  Veterans, 
bearing  a portrait  of  Dick  Dowling,  and,  instead  of  a ribbon,  being  suspend- 
ed from  a piece  of  an  old  Confederate  uniform. 

Mr.  Belden  also  showed  a similar  cross  of  unknown  significance,  but  un- 
doubtedly connected  with  the  Confederate  cause.  It  has  the  inscription  “La 
Fourche — Atchafalya — 10  C.  D.- — Teche — Mississippi,”  and  was  apparently 
awarded  to  Dr.  Homneur. 

A rising  vote  of  thanks  was  extended  to  Mr.  Belden  for  his  extremely 
interesting  address,  and  a discussion  followed,  in  which  Messrs  Swanson, 
Valentine,  and  Frey  participated. 

Mr.  Frank  C.  Higgins  then  delivered  an  address  on  “Ancient  Mysteries 
and  Occultism  on  Ancient  and  Oriental  Coins.”  In  his  address  he  traced  the 
symbols  appearing  on  ancient  as  well  as  oriental  coins  back  to  a common 
origin  in  religious,  mystic,  and  cabalistic  signs  and  rites.  Mr.  Higgins’  ad- 
dress contained  some  very  novel  and  original  theories  based  on  deep  study 
and  research  and  was  illustrated  both  by  diagrams  and  a great  many  of  the 
coins  themselves,  and  the  material  was  entirely  new  to  the  average  numis- 
matist. By  vote  of  the  Club  thanks  were  extended  to  Mr.  Higgins  for  his 
interesting  address. 

The  business  meeting  then  took  place,  the  roll  being  called  and  the 
minutes  of  the  last  meeting  read  and  corrected. 

The  Secretary  reported  the  receipt  of  a magazine  and  of  Mr.  Cagiati’s 
book  on  “La  Zecca  Di  Brindisi.”  Also  a communication  from  Mr.  Fred  B. 
Barden  evincing  his  interest  in  Dr.  Valentine’s  address.  He  also  reported 
one  resignation  and  two  new  applications  for  membership.  The  Treasurer 
reported  informally. 

Mr.  Frey,  the  Chairman  o fthe  Publicity  Committee,  submitted  a report. 

Mr.  Boyd  for  the  Executive  Committee  reported  that  the  subscription 
price  for  the  Elliot  Smith  President  Medal  will  be  $1.50  each. 


Mr.  S.  H.  Chapman  will  deliver  an  illustrated  address,  “The  Greek  Cities 
of  Sicily,”  at  the  next  meeting,  April  9th. 

Mr.  Boyd  for  the  Publication  Committee  reported  that  they  have  the 
minutes,  reports  of  officers,  and  papers  for  the  past  fifteen  months  and  that 
the  year  book  for  1914  and  1915  will  be  ready  for  publication  Jan.  1st, 
1916. 

The  Membership  Committee  reported  receipt  of  the  applications  of 
Messrs.  E.  Beesley,  F.  Sackett,  and  Dr.  J.  E.  Gignoux. 

Mr.  Swanson  exhibited  the  plaster  cast  of  the  obverse  of  the  Smith  Med- 
al, which  showed  a striking  likeness  to  the  original. 

Mr.  Wood  brought  up  the  subject  of  the  irresponsible  reproductions 
and  mulings  made  at  the  present  time  of  rare  coins  and  medals,  and  the  se- 
rious situation  presented  by  the  possibility  of  their  being  taken  for  originals, 
and  causing  fraud. 

The  Medallic  Art  Committee  reported  as  follows:  The  United  States 
Government  is  striking  the  official  medal  in  connection  with  the  Panama- 
Pacific  International  Exposition  at  the  fair  grounds.  The  design  was  ex- 
ecuted by  the  sculptor  Mr.  Robert  Aitken.  The  Handel  and  Haydn  Society 
of  Boston  has  recently  issued  a medal  in  bronze  2 % inches  in  diameter  in 
connection  with  its  centennial  festival.  On  the  obverse  are  portraits  of  Han- 
del and  Haydn,  and  on  the  reverse  the  adopted  design  of  the  society  with 
suitable  lettering.  The  medal  of  the  International  Rubber  Exposition,  held 
at  Semarang,  Batavia,  Java,  1914,  designed  by  J.  C.  Wilnecke,  is  one  of  the 
most  wonderful  pieces  of  die-work  in  the  estimation  of  the  committee  to  be 
found  in  modern  medallic  art. 

The  Secretary  brought  up  the  matter  of  the  publication  of  the  Club  min- 
utes and  papers  read  before  the  Club. 

The  exhibits  were  as  follows: 

By  Mr.  Belden — Medals  referred  to  in  his  address. 

By  Mr.  Higgins — Coins  and  illustrations  of  his  address. 

By  Mr.  De  Lagerberg — The  Semarang  Medal,  reported  by  the  Medallic 
Art  Committee.  Obv.  East  Indian  Goddess  seated  under  ornamental  arch, 
with  Chinese  and  floral  decorations.  Below  “1914  Koloniale  Tentoonstel- 
burg  Semarang.”  Rev.  Below  coat  of  arms  flanked  by  Fu  dogs.  Blang 
space  within  ornamental  border;  below  “Semarang.” 

By  Mr.  Swanson:  Photographs  of  the  proposed  commemorative  medal  of 
the  Panama  Pacific  International  Exposition.  Obv.  a Winged  Mercury  open- 
ing the  locks  of  the  Canal  through  which  passes  the  Argo.  “To  commemo- 
rate the  opening  of  the  Panama  Canal  MCMXV.”  “On,  sail  on.”  Rev.  The 
earth  around  which  are  entwined  two  female  forms,  suggesting  the  hemis- 
pheres. Below  a sea-gull.  Insc.  “Panama  Pacific  International  Exposition. 
San  Francisco  California.  MCMXV.” 

By  Mr.  Frey — Burmah,  set  of  the  % , 1/6  and  1/12  rupees.  Obv.  Lion. 
Rev.  Native  inscription. 

Mr.  Wormser — Transylvania  ducat  of  Catherine  of  Brandenburg. 

By  Mr.  Proskey — United  States  $5  bill,  1862,  essay  for  the  first  issue, 
the  only  one  seen,  showing  on  the  left  statue  of  Columbus,  of  an  Indian  on 
the  right,  and  in  the  center  an  allegorical  group.  Insc.  “The  United  States 
Avill  pay  the  bearer  $5.00  at  the  Treasury  in  New  York,  Washington.  Aug- 
ust 1st,  1862.”  Washington’s  death,  gold  medal.  Brunswick,  George  II., 
1733,  14  gold  gulden,  V2  thaler  gold.  Obv.  head  to  left.  Rev.  inscription. 


FOURTH  REGULAR  MEETING 


April  9,  1915 

Mr.  S.  Hudson  Chapman  delivered  a very  instructive  address  on  the 
subject  of  “The  Greek  Coins  of  Sicily.”  The  address  was  splendidly  illus- 
trated by  186  lantern  slides  from  photographs  taken  by  Mr.  Chapman  him- 
self, all  in  beautiful  colors,  giving  a vivid  idea  of  the  splendid  colorings  of 
the  southern  country. 

In  addition  to  the  members  of  the  Club,  the  lecture  was  attended  by  a 
large  number  of  friends  and  guests,  the  attendance  being  about  eighty. 

Mr.  Chapman  introduced  his  subject  as  follows: 

“Sicily  is  the  most  beautiful  country  on  the  Mediterranean.  It  is  of 
the  highest  historical  interest,  for  every  race  has  contended  for  its  possession. 
From  before  the  dawn  of  history  the  native  tribes  of  the  Sicinians  and  Sike- 
lians  possessed  the  country,  and  then  other  races  planted  colonies  upon  its 
fertile  and  attractive  shores.  Briefly,  in  order  they  may  be  enumerated  as: 
The  Phoenicians,  who  founded  the  colonies  around  the  coast  and  particularly 
the  well-known  cities  of  Solus,  now  in  ruins,  and  Panormus,  now  Palermo, 
to-day  the  greatest  city  in  Sicily  and  of  which  we  have  coins  of  the  Cartha- 
ginian period.  In  B.  C.  7 35  the  first  Greek  colony  founded  by  Ionian  Greeks 
was  established  at  Naxos,  below  the  promontory  of  Taormina.  A year  later 
Dorians  from  Corinth  under  Archais  founded  Syracuse,  and  a few  years 
afterwards  Megara  Hyblea.  Zankle  (Messina)  was  settled  by  Ionians,  who 
also  founded  Leontini  and  Catana.  And  the  Dorians  in  the  following  century 
founded  Gela,  Selinus,  and  Acragas.  At  Selinus  we  shall  find  the  earliest 
sculptures  show  the  characteristics  of  the  massive  Doric  art. 

The  Greek  cities  grew  until,  as  we  know,  they  surpassed  the  mother 
country  in  population,  in  riches,  and  in  the  art  of  coinage.  And  it  was  a 
desire  to  see  the  sights  of  the  cities  which  leave  behind  them  these  wonder- 
ful numismatic  monuments  that  caused  me  to  make  tours  in  Sicily  and  to 
devote  so  much  attention  to  the  study  of  the  country. 

The  Greeks  drove  back  the  Phoenician  element  to  the  region  of  Panor- 
mus,  but  in  B.  C.  409  local  Phoenicians  brought  to  their  aid  the  tremendous 
forces  of  Carthage.  The  Carthagenians  took  and  destroyed  the  cities  of 
Selinus  and  Acragas.  Thus  again  the  Phoenicians  held  a large  portion  of 
Sicily  under  their  sway.  With  varying  degress  of  success  the  Syracusans  and 
other  Greeks  fought  against  the  Carthaginians  until  in  B.  C.  2 74  Hiero  II. 
of  Syracuse  besieged  Messina,  which  had  been  seized  by  Campanian  mer- 
cenaries called  Mamertines,  who  besought  the  Romans  to  aid  them  against 
the  Greeks.  Thus  the  Roman  race  entered  into  the  conquest  for  the  island 
and  the  great  struggle  between  them  and  the  Carthaginians  for  its  possession 
commenced,  which  continued  until  the  end  of  the  second  Punic  war  in  B.  C. 
210,  when  Sicily  became  a Roman  province. 

The  Romans  endeavored  to  increase  the  prosperity  and  agricultural 
products  of  the  island  so  that  it  became  known  as  the  granary  of  Italy,  but 
through  servile  and  civil  wars  by  the  time  of  Augustus  the  prosperity  of  the 
island  had  tremendously  declined. 

Christianity  early  took  root  here.  St.  Paul  landed  at  Syracuse  on  his 
way  to  Rome. 

The  next  marked  epoch  begins  when  in  A.  D.  827  the  Saracens  landed 
upon  the  island  and  within  fifty  years  had  brought  it  entirely  under  their 
sway. 
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The  sixth  epoch  begins  about  the  middle  of  the  tenth  century,  when 
Robert  and  Roger,  sons  of  Tancred  of  Normandy,  proceeded  to  Sicily  in 
1061,  and  by  1090  the  entire  island  was  subjugated  and  the  Saracens  entirely 
driven  out  of  Sicily.  This  period,  to  the  modern  Sicilian,  is  the  heroic  age  of 
Sicily,  and  scenes  in  the  crusades  of  Robert  and  Roger  are  those  usually 
portrayed  on  their  cards. 

Roger  II.  was  finally  crowned  in  Palermo  in  1130;  was  succeeded  by  his 
second  son  William,  who  was  followed  by  William  II.,  the  Good,  who  died  in 
1189,  whose  beautiful  cathedral  we  will  visit  at  Monreale.  William  II.  gave 
his  aunt  Constance,  daughter  of  Roger,  to  Henry  VI.,  son  of  Frederic  Bar- 
barossa,  in  marriage,  and  Henry  VI.  then  claimed  the  throne.  Henry  died 
in  Messina  in  1197.  He  was  succeeded  by  the  Emperor  Frederic  II.  as 
Frederick  I.  of  Sicily,  then  Conrad,  then  Manfred,  until  the  battle  of  Bene- 
vento,  12  66,  who  was  succeeded  by  Charles  of  Anjou,  and  in  the  following 
centuries  follow  in  line  Sicilian  kings,  and  during  the  latter  part  of  the  pe- 
riod Sicily  came  under  the  rule  of  the  Kings  of  Naples  and  of  Aragon. 

The  historical  interests  of  Sicily  are  so  great  that  I cannot  give  more 
than  briefest  summary;  in  fact,  the  wealth  of  the  material  at  my  hand  this 
evening,  historically,  artistically,  and  scenic  is  so  great  that  I am  bewildered 
in  making  a choice  and  to  condense  it  to  a rehearsal  within  the  limit  of  two 
hours.  I must  endeavor  to  select  salient  points  of  interest  to  show  them  to 
you  without  going  into  the  romantically  interesting  history  of  Sicily  or  of 
the  several  cities. 

On  the  side  of  art,  you  will  realize  by  the  few  dates  I have  already 
given  that  the  history  of  art  in  Sicily  would  comprise  all  the  periods  of  Greek 
art,  of  Roman  art,  of  Saracen  art,  of  Norman  art,  and  of  the  modern  Renais- 
sance. I would  love  to  take  up  these  in  detail. 

Palermo  alone  is  worth  a lecture;  then  Selinus,  Acragas,  Modica,  Regusa 
another;  Syracuse,  Catana,  Taormina,  Messina  another,  or  even  to  do  justice 
to  Syracuse  one  lecture  could  be  made  interesting. 

Sicily  is  a triangular  island  lying  directly  off  the  toe  of  Italy  from  which 
it  was  separated  by  the  narrow  strait  of  Messina,  which  is  only  two  miles 
wide.  It  is  split  off  from  the  mainland  by  a great  convulsion  within  recent 
geographical  times.  The  east  coast  and  the  north  coast  have  along  their 
shores  the  continuation  of  the  Appenine  range  of  Italy.  It  contains  about 
10,000  square  miles  and  a population  of  3,500,000.  As  I have  said,  the 
north  and  east  coasts  are  mountainous,  but  the  southern  coast  slopes  on 
gradually  to  the  sea  level,  tremendous  in  sandy  beaches  or  high  gravel 
bluffs.” 

Mr.  Chapman  then  took  his  audience  through  the  following  journey  of 
Sicily,  the  following  slides  being  of  special  beauty  and  interest: 

Palermo,  with  its  fine  Cathedral  of  Norman  architecture  and  Saracen 
battlements,  and,  in  its  interior,  tombs  of  the  Kings  of  Sicily;  then  the  Royal 
Chapel  in  Byzantine  Renaissance  art,  the  museum  with  its  patios  and  clois- 
ters and  bas-reliefs,  one  showing  a quadriga  as  on  many  Sicilian  coins. 
Next  Monreale  with  its  cathedral  and  its  beautiful  colored  interior,  and  also 
splendid  cloister;  Segesta  with  its  unfinished  temple,  Selinus  with  its  three 
acropoli  of  temple  precincts,  on  the  first  temple  precinct  with  the  ruins  of 
three  temples  all  lying  as  they  fell,  unrobbed  of  material,  and  one  of  them 
the  largest  Greek  temple  with  the  exception  of  that  at  Ephesus;  second  and 
original  acropolis  with  four  temple  ruins;  the  coins  of  Selinus  commemo- 
rating the  draining  of  the  marsh,  with  Apollo  and  Artemis  in  quadriga  to 
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left;  reverse,  the  river  Hypas  pouring  sacrifice  on  altar  for  his  purification. 
Same  type  of  transitional  style  and  beautiful  execution.  The  above  two 
pieces,  tetradrachms,  and  a didrachm  with  Herakles  slaying  a bull,  person- 
ifying the  contest  between  Heat  or  Health  and  Strength  and  the  bull  Moisture 
or  Humidity,  or  Water,  accoridng  to  Greek  mythological  ideas,  and  reverse, 
similar  design  of  Hypsas  pouring  libation,  but  with  the  name  of  the  river 
above  his  head,  thus  identifying  this  figure  on  the  tetradrachms  also. 

Then  the  third  acropoli  or  temple  precinct  amidst  the  great  necropolis. 

Next  Acragas,  the  Agrigentum  of  the  Romans,  now  the  Giorgenti  of  the 
Sicilians,  the  most  beautifully  situated  of  Greek  cities,  on  the  fertile  plain 
five  miles  deep  from  the  sea,  with  its  sacred  temple  precincts  on  an  elevated 
ridge,  with  the  temples  of  Juno  and  Concord  standing,  the  latter  the  second 
most  complete  temple  extant,  and  the  ruins  of  three  other  temples. 

Thence  to  the  interesting  town  of  Vittoria. 

Thence  to  the  desolated  and  isolated  city  of  Camarina,  where  Mr.  Chap- 
man made  some  excavations. 

From  thence  to  the  picturesque  canon  town  of  Ragusa,  involving  the 
forty-mile  drive  through  a lonely  region,  which  the  Consul  and  Sicilians 
assured  Mr.  Chapman  that  he  could  never  get  through  alive;  the  slides 
showed  especially  its  asphalt  mines,  the  upper  and  lower  town,  the  Scalas, 
or  stairways;  and  its  Capucine  Monastery,  in  which  the  lecturer  had  most 
interesting  experiences  with  its  inhabitants. 

And  on  to  another  canon  city- — Modica. 

Thence  through  Nota,  with  two  very  fine  facades  of  seventeenth  century 
churches  and  covenants. 

Thence  to  Syracuse,  in  ancient  times  the  largest  of  Greek  cities,  and 
where  in  415  to  413  Athens  exhausted  her  strength  in  a futile  expedition 
against  the  Syracusans,  and  where  the  great  naval  battle  was  fought  that 
decided  the  conflict  on  the  bay  or  harbor  at  Syracuse. 

One  of  the  interesting  features  was  the  view  of  the  Spring  of  Arethusa, 
personified  on  the  coins  by  the  head  of  the  nymph  surrounded  by  dolphins, 
indicating  the  salt  water  surrounding  the  spring,  and  other  coins. 

Thence  to  Catania  across  the  plain  of  Leontini;  beautiful  view  of  Etna 
from  the  Public  Gardens.  Ascent  of  the  lower  slope  of  Nicolisi,  the  highest 
village,  where  the  great  lava  flow  of  18  86  stopped,  with  view  of  the  flow. 

Thence  to  Taormina,  with  view  through  the  Graeco-Roman  theatre;  of 
the  sea  with  curving  beaches,  vineyard  covered  slopes  and  Etna  in  the  back- 
ground, the  most  beautiful  view  on  earth. 

Concluding  the  tour  at  Messina  with  some  very  impressive  views  taken 
before  and  twenty  days  after  the  devastating  earthquake,  and  closing  with  a 
view  across  the  strait  of  Messina  from  Charybdis  to  Skylla. 

After  the  lecture  a short  business  meeting  took  place.  After  the  roll 
call  the  reading  of  the  minutes  was  dispensed  with.  The  Secretary  reported 
the  receipt  of  two  new  applications,  which  were  referred  to  the  Membership 
Committee. 

The  Secretary  also  reported  the  receipt  of  one  magazine  and  the  con- 
tribution to  the  library  of  the  Club  by  Mr.  F.  B.  Bardon  of  his  own  book  on 
“The  Public  Schools  of  Madison,  New  Jersey,”  and  ‘‘A  Brief  History  of  Chat- 
ham, N.  by  Mr.  Charles  A.  Philhower. 

The  Secretary  reported  the  receipt  of  the  President  Smith  medals,  and 
announced  as  subject  to  the  next  meeting  an  address  by  Mr.  H.  Niklewicz  on 
“Some  Polish  Kings;  History  and  Coins.” 
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The  Membership  Committee  submitted  the  names  of  Dr.  J.  E.  Gignoux 
and  Mr.  E.  Beesley  for  election,  and  the  Secretary  was  instructed  to  cast 
one  ballot  making  their  election  unanimous. 

A rising  vote  of  thanks  was  given  Mr.  S.  Hudson  Chapman  for  his  very 
instructive  lecture. 

President  Smith  then  expressed  his  thanks  to  the  Club  for  the  President 
medal  given  him,  and  his  pride  in  having  as  member  of  the  Club  such  an 
able  artist  as  Mr.  Swanson. 

The  following  were  the  exhibits  of  the  evening: 

By  Mr.  de  Lagerberg — Glass  impression  of  a medal  of  Eustachius  Le 
Sueur,  French  painter  of  seventeenth  century,  designed  by  Adrien  I-Iippolyte 
Veyrat,  medalist  and  engraver,  1830-1876. 

By  Mr.  Proskey — A series  of  Mormon  5 cent,  10  cent,  and  25  cent 
Bishop’s  general  storehouse  notes,  1807,  1898.  Newfoundland  Department 
of  Public  Works,  “Cash  notes,”  50  cents,  1901,  and  $1.00,  1902,  printed  by 
the  American  Bank  Note  Co.,  all  in  fine  condition.  A set  of  five  1915  and 
undated  Lucky  Pennies,  imitating  regular  issues  on  the  style  of  Bryan 
Money.  Dollar  in  fine  silver  of  Mohammed,  the  Mahdi  of  the  Soudan,  13  02 
A.  M.,  Omdurman  mint;  type  of  regular  20  piastres  of  Turkey.  This  type 
later  usually  debased  with  copper.  Silver  para  (1/5  cent)  of  Turkey,  1223; 
a coin  so  small  and  thin  it  will  float  on  water.  Costa  Rica  “2  Reales,  1848, 
Habilitado,”  counterstamped  on  Louis  XVIII.,  1817,  five  francs,  with  addi- 
tional counterstamp  “8”  at  left,  for  8 Reales,  believed  to  be  the  only  spec- 
imen seen  here.  Mexico,  peso  of  Charles  III.,  177  2;  with  mint-mark  “Mo” 
and  the  master’s  initials,  “F.  M.”  inverted.  Another  size  of  4 reales,  but 
inscribed  “8  R”,  dated  1784.  Poland,  Frederick  Augustan,  1729,  gold  14 
ducat.  Franco-American  marques,  17  29-6  0,  16  varieties  of  date  and  mint- 
age, and  2 half  marques.  Mints  of  Paris,  Rouen,  Rochelle,  Lyons,  Limoges, 
Bordeaux,  Montpelier.  Dijon,  Amiens,  Nantes,  Lille,  and  one  “HB”  mono- 
gram (?).  Wright  & Bale’s  medal  of  Lafayette,  reverse  with  Louis  Philippe, 
copper  proof,  with  engrailed  edge.  Also  two  smaller  Lafayettes,  one  reverse 
eagle,  the  other  “The  Defender  of  American  and  French  Liberty”.  Two 
Greek  hemidrachms  of  Rhodes,  with  name  of  “Gorgos” — both  from  same 
pair  of  dies,  a very  rare  occurrence,  for  when  one  does  find  one  die  the  same 
on  two  coins,  the  reverse  dies  will  be  different. 

By  Mr.  Wormser — Emden,  two  silver  medals  of  the  College  of  Forty, 
16  86  and  1789.  Batenberg  Bronckhorst,  Herman  Theodore  ducat  1578. 
Brunswick  Third  Bell  Thaler.  Thalers  of  Eichstadt  and  Bamberg. 

By  Mr.  Henry  Chapman — His  unique  private  collection  of  the  Colonial 
and  State  issues  of  New  York  from  1709  to  1788;  90  different  notes;  36 
notes  issued  by  cities  and  individuals  from  1790  to  1815.  Also  the  extremely 
rare  store  cards  (Hard  Times  Tokens)  of  New  York,  Trested;  Mobile,  Ala., 
Hunt  Pychon  & Jackson;  Augusta,  Geo.,  I.  Gilbert;  New  Orleans,  Hender- 
son & Gaines.  Also  United  States  currency,  50  cents,  Justice  seated,  re- 
verse, gilt  work  inverted,  parchment  paper. 


FIFTH  REGULAR  MEETING 
May  14,  1‘)15 

Mr.  Niklewicz  delivered  a very  interesting  address  on  “Some  Polish 
Kings;  History  and  Coins.”  He  began  with  Sigismund  Augustus,  the  last  of 
the  Jagellons,  and  touched  upon  the  history  of  all  the  kings  of  Poland  dur- 
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ing  the  16th  and  17th  centuries,  ending  with  John  III.  Sobieski.  He  dwelt 
at  special  length  upon  the  life  of  Sigismund  III.,  who  also  was  king  of  Swed- 
en and  whose  coinage  was  very  prolific,  and  John  III.  Sobieski,  the  great 
warrior  who  achieved  fame  on  account  of  having  relieved  the  siege  of  Vienna 
by  the  Turks.  Mr.  Niklewicz  illustrated  his  address  by  a large  number  of 
silver  and  gold  coins  from  his  own  collection. 

Two  years  after  the  death  of  Louis,  King  of  Hungary  and  Poland,  his 
daughter  Hedwiga  ascended  the  throne  of  Poland,  in  1386.  Many  sought 
her  hand  in  marriage.  Jagellon,  the  handsome  Duke  of  Lithuania,  was  suc- 
cessful. By  this  marriage  Poland  and  Lithuania  were  inseparably  united 
under  one  crotvn  and  government.  He  pledged  the  conversion  of  his  people 
to  Christianity,  and  was  baptized  by  the  name  of  Wladislas. 

This  Duchy  of  Lithuania  was  an  immense  addition  to  the  territory  of 
Poland.  It  extended  from  Poland  in  the  west,  beyond  the  Dneiper  in  the 
east,  and  from  Livonia  in  the  north.  The  Lithuanians  and  Samogitians  were 
idolatrous  in  religion,  despotic  in  government,  and  in  language  were  widely 
different  from  the  Poles  or  Russians. 

The  dynasty  thus  founded  by  Jagellon  ruled  for  186  years,  and  ended 
upon  the  death  of  Sigismund  Augustus  in  157  2.  During  this  reign,  Livonia 
and  Courland  were  annexed  to  the  Polish  crown,  about  1561. 


Sigismund  Augustus,  Gros  for  Lithuania,  1549. 

Collection  of  Herbert  Niklewicz. 

All  the  kings  style  themselves  King  of  Poland  and  Grand  Duke  of  Lithu- 
ania, although  coins  were  struck  for  Poland  bearing  the  Polish  eagle  alone, 
and  for  Lithuania  bearing  the  Lithuanian  horseman  alone.  On  the  later 
coins  we  see  the  crowned  shield,  with  the  eagle  and  horseman  quartered, 
with  the  arms  of  the  King’s  family  imposed  in  the  centre.  The  earlier  coins 
also  add  Russia  and  Prussia.  The  coins  of  Sigismund  III.  also  add  Masovia, 
Livonia,  and  Samogitia.  Warsaw  was  in  Masovia. 


Sigismund  Augustus,  III  Gros,  1568,  for  Lithuania. 

Collection  of  Herbert  Niklewicz. 

At  this  time  Poland  had  more  printing  presses  than  any  other  country 
of  Europe.  Books  were  printed  in  eighty-three  towns;  in  Cracow  alone 
were  fifty  presses.  Great  liberty  of  the  press  allowed  publications  of  all  re- 
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ligious  sects,  which  was  not  permitted  elsewhere.  When  the  Reformation 
was  rending  so  many  states,  Poland  received  the  new  sects,  and  all — Catho- 
lics, Lutherans,  Reformers,  Arians  and  Greeks — published  their  books  in 
various  cities. 

Such  was  this  flourishing  kingdom  when  Sigismund  Augustus,  the  last 
of  the  Jagellons,  died  in  1572.  Poland  had  attained  its  perfect  growth,  di- 
mensions, and  constitution. 

Without  a male  heir,  this  last  Jagellon  restored  the  crown  to  the  people, 
and  the  crown  became  elective.  The  jealous  nobles  refused  to  bend  to  a 
rival  of  their  own  order,  but  preferred  to  look  abroad  for  a king.  Henry, 
Duke  of  Anjou,  son  of  Catharine  de  Medicis,  and  brother  of  Charles  IX., 
King  of  France,  was  elected.  He,  learning  of  the  death  of  his  brother  and 
his  succession  to  the  throne  of  France,  returned  at  once  to  France. 


Stephen,  of  the  noted  Bathori  family  of  Transylvania,  was  the  next 
king.  15  75.  He  was  valiant  and  politic.  He  brought  the  Cossacks  into  the 
service  of  Poland.  The  Cossacks  were  a military  body,  not  a nation,  on  the 
southern  borders  of  Poland.  They  lived  by  plunder,  hunting  and  fishing. 
Their  business  was  war,  and  they  made  expeditions  every  season  against  the 
Turks,  returning  to  their  homes  at  approach  of  winter.  They  generally 
numbered  5000  or  6000  men.  Bathori  enlisted  them  in  the  Polish  service. 
They  were  then  only  infantry,  but  he  joined  to  them  2000  horse,  and  in  a 
short  time  they  were  chiefly  cavalry.  Bathori  died  in  1 586,  one  of  the  most 
respected  of  the  Polish  Kings. 

We  now  reach  Sigismund  III.,  whose  reign  and  coins  we  have  selected 
for  part  of  our  story. 


Stephen  Bathori.  1TI  Gros,  1583.  Collection  of  Herbert  Niklewicz. 


Sigismund  III.,  Ten  Ducats,  Danzig,  1614.  Collection  of  Moritz  Wormser. 


The  Poles  now,  on  the  death  of  Bathori,  elected  to  the  crown  both  Max- 
imilian of  Austria  and  Sigismund,  son  of  King  John  of  Sweden.  Sigismund’s 
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party  prevailed,  and  took  Maximilian  prisoner  in  1587.  Sigismund  liber- 
ated him,  rejecting  the  ransom  offered. 

Sigismund  was  related  on  the  female  side  to  the  Jagellons,  which  recon- 
ciled the  Poles  to  his  accession.  But  his  position  was  so  uncomfortable  that 
both  father  and  son  were  anxious  for  Sigismund  to  resign  the  crown  of 
Poland  and  return  to  Sweden.  King  John  dying  at  this  time,  Sigismund 
inherited  the  crown  of  Sweden.  As  King  of  Poland  he  was  unable  to  leave 
Poland  except  under  close  restrictions.  In  the  meantime  Sweden  was  in  the 
hands  of  his  uncle,  Duke  Karl,  as  Regent. 


Sigismund  III.,  Three  Gros,  1588,  for  Riga.  Collection  of  Herbert  Niklewicz. 

In  159  3 the  Polish  Diet  permitted  Sigismund  to  visit  his  heritary  king- 
dom, but  to  remain  only  so  long  as  might  be  necessary  to  regulate  affairs. 
He  was  crowned  in  the  Spring  of  1591  with  great  ceremony  in  the  Cathedral 
of  Upsala.  Before  his  departure  from  Sweden  he  had  appointed  Catholic 
governors  in  all  the  provinces.  He  tried  to  establish  Roman  Catholic  church- 
es and  schools,  but  failed  The  Swedes,  strongly  Lutheran,  feared  the  gov- 
ernment of  a Catholic,  as  Sigismund  had  to  declare  himself  before  taking  the 
Polish  crown.  Sigismund  returned  to  Poland,  leaving  matters  in  Sweden  in 
confusion.  The  Swedish  council  at  once  put  down  the  Catholic  religion: 
Regent  Karl  convoked  a general  diet,  and  was  made  governor  general. 

In  15  98  Sigismund  sent  an  armament  to  Sweden  to  depose  the  regent, 
but  was  defeated.  On  his  return  to  Poland,  the  Swedish  Senate  renounced 
allegiance,  but  offered  the  crown  to  his  son,  on  the  impossible  condition  that 
he  should  remain  in  Sweden  and  conform  to  the  Lutheran  faith;  otherwise 
Sigismund  and  all  his  descendants  were  forever  excluded  from  the  throne. 
The  crown  was  then  offered  to  Karl,  better  known  as  Charles  IX. 

In  16  00  Karl  accepted  the  crown,  but  was  not  proclaimed  King  until  the 
meeting  of  the  Diet  in  1 604.  Thus  ended  Sigismund’s  hereditary  right  to  the 
crown  of  Sweden,  which,  however,  he  never  relinquished,  as  we  see  on  the 
coins,  in  which  he  positively  asserts  this  right  of  “hereditary  King  of  the 
Swedes,  Goths  and  Vandals.”  ( NECNON  SVEC.  GOT.  VAND.  Q.  HRI.  REX.). 


Danzig.  Collection  of  Herbert  Niklewicz. 


Sigismund  III.,  Quarter  Crown,  1620,  for 

During  the  reign  of  Sigismund  the  Cossacks  so  harrassed  the  Turks  that 
they  called  the  Poles  to  account,  and  war  followed. 
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In  this  reign  his  general,  Zolkiewski,  maternal  great  grandfather  of 
John  Sobieski,  invaded  Russia  and  took  prisoner  Basil  Schouisky,  the  new 
Czar,  and  his  brother.  And  thus  Poland  became  the  disposer  of  the  Russian 
crown.  Sigismund’s  son  Vladislas  was  set  upon  the  throne  of  Russia,  but 
was  soon  deposed. 

This  general  Zolkiewski  afterward  fell  in  battle  with  the  Turks,  but  was 
amply  revenged  by  his  descendant  John  Sobieski  in  his  campaigns  against 
the  Turks. 

On  the  death  of  Charles  IX.,  his  son,  Gustavus  Adolphus,  then  eighteen 
years  of  age,  cousin  of  Sigismund  III.,  inherited  the  Swedish  crown.  Sigis- 
mund,  who  had  been  compelled  to  resign  the  crown  of  Sweden  to  his  uncle 
Charles  IX..  was  still  unreconciled  to  the  loss  of  Sweden.  He  so  persistently 
advanced  his  claim  that  Gustavus  in  person  led  an  army  into  Poland  and  took 
the  provinces  of  Livonia  and  Karelia,  and  the  City  of  Riga.  This  war  con- 
tinued for  some  years.  At  this  time  the  terrible  Thirty  Years’  War  had 
been  raging  for  some  twelve  years,  and  into  it  Gustavus  now  entered.  Gusta- 
vus fell  in  November,  1632,  at  Lutzen,  in  battle  with  the  famous  Wallenstein. 


Sigismund  III.,  Crown,  1631.  Collection  of  Herbert  Niklewicz. 

Sigismund  III.  died  in  1632,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  son,  Vladislas 
IV.;  and  upon  his  death  in  1648,  John  Casimir,  his  brother,  a Jesuit,  was 
made  king. 


Vladislas,  Crown,  1611.  Collection  of  Herbert  Niklewicz. 


John  Casimir,  18  Gros,  1668.  Collection  of  Herbert  Niklewicz. 

In  this  reign  the  Cossacks,  oppressed  by  the  Polish  nobles,  rebelled. 
Casimir,  feeling  that  the  Cossacks  were  aggrieved,  conciliated  them,  but  the 
Polish  nobles  put  an  end  to  these  pacific  measures  with  the  sword.  The 
Cossacks  taught  the  Poles  they  could  defend  their  own  liberty,  as  well  as 
that  of  their  former  allies  and  present  oppressors.  They  advanced  into 
Poland,  and  even  invested  the  king  in  his  camp  at  Zzorow.  Then  in  164  9 
they  were  again  warred  upon,  but  the  Cossacks  obtained  a peace  in  1651. 
In  1654  the  Cossacks  submitted  to  the  Russians,  and  were  gladly  received 
by  Czar  Alexis. 

John  Casimir  upon  his  abdication,  was  succeeded  by  Michael  Koribut 
Wiecnowiecki,  an  obscure  Polish  gentleman,  but  descended  from  the  Jagel- 
lons,  who  was  elected,  and  much  against  his  will  dragged  to  the  throne  in 
1669. 


Michael  Koribut,  Two  Ducats,  Thorn.  Collection  of  Moritz  Wormser. 


Michael  Koribut,  Ducat,  Danzig,  1673.  Collection  of  Moritz  Wormser. 

We  now  come  to  John  Sobieski,  at  this  time  grand  general  and  marshal. 
These  offices  gave  Sobieski  a most  absolute  power,  civil  and  military.  He 
intrigued  to  depose  Michael.  He  invited  Louis  XIV.  to  name  a king  for 
Poland,  “to  deliver  the  republic  from  the  absurd  tyranny  of  a plebeian  no- 
bility.” Michael  died  in  November,  1 673,  and  Sobieski  now  sought  the 
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crown  himself.  He  played  his  part  well,  taking  every  precaution  to  defeat 
his  competitors.  When  the  elective  diet  was  hesitating  he  took  them  by 
surprise. 

His  friend  and  partisan,  Jablonowski,  Palatine  of  Polish  Russia,  ad- 
dressed the  assembly:  “I  demand  that  a Pole  shall  reign  over  Poland. 
Among  us  is  a man,  who  having  saved  the  state  ten  times  by  his  counsels 
and  his  victories,  is  regarded  by  all  the  world,  as  well  as  by  ourselves,  as 
the  greatest,  the  first  of  the  sons  of  Poland.  Poles,  if  we  deliberate  here  in 
peace  on  the  election  of  a king,  if  the  most  illustrious  powers  demand  our 
suffrages,  if  our  strength  is  increased,  if  our  liberty  is  in  existence,  if  even 
we  have  a country,  to  whom  are  we  indebted  for  it?  Recall  to  mind  the 
wonders  of  Slobodisza,  Podhaice,  Kalusz,  and  above  all  Chocim,  immortal 
names,  and  take  for  your  king  John  Sobieski!”  This  harangue  had  the  de- 
sired effect,  and  Sobieski  was  elected  king,  19th  May,  16  74. 

This  great  king  was  not  a creature  of  fortune.  He  had  not  to  contend 
with  obscure  birth  or  limited  education.  His  immediate  ancestry  was  not 
only  illustrious,  but  powerful.  He  had  every  opportunity  from  childhood 
that  Europe  afforded  to  acquire  the  best  information  as  to  war  and  policy, 
science  and  elegant  learning.  His  father  and  grandfather  were  distinguished 
in  Polish  history. 

Sobieski  first  studied  the  art  of  war  in  France,  where  he  was  sent  in 
his  youth,  in  the  minority  of  Louis  XIV.  He  visited  England,  Italy,  and 
Turkey.  Returning  to  Poland,  he  found  Casimir  was  King  and  engaged  in 
the  troublesome  war  with  the  Cossacks  and  Turks.  John  finally  came  forth 
as  the  greatest  warrior  of  his  age.  He  was  made  standard  bearer,  grand 
general  and  grand  marshal. 

Beside  his  merit  Sobieski  availed  himself  of  other  roads  to  distinction 
and  power.  His  marriage  with  Marie  de  la  Grange,  one  of  the  maids  of  honor 
to  the  wife  of  Casimir,  strengthened  his  influence  at  Court.  She  was  very 
beautiful  and  ingenious,  but  John  did  not  marry  her  until  Casimir  had 
promised  him  considerable  places  and  to  make  him  grand  general.  His  plot- 
ting against  King  Michael  made  him  a favorite  with  the  soldiers. 


John  111.,  (Sobieski)  Naked  Bust,  6 Gros,  1683. 
Collection  of  Herbert  Niklewicz. 


John  III.,  (Sobieski)  Crowned  Bust,  6 Gros,  1683. 
Collection  of  Herbert  Niklewicz. 


He  deferred  his  coronation  for  war  with  the  Turks,  and  defeated  them. 
During  the  winter  John  was  crowned,  and  then  was  obliged  to  take  the  field 
in  September,  1 676,  as  usual,  with  an  inferior  force.  He  had  38000  against 
300,000  Turks  and  Tartars.  1-Ie  made  a stand  at  Zurawno,  a little  town  on 
the  west  of  the  Dniester,  and  fortified  his  camp  with  entrenchments.  The 
Turks  were  on  the  other  side  of  the  river  and  had  cut  off  communication  be- 
hind the  Poles.  The  fate  of  Sobieski  and  Poland  seemed  now  to  hang  by  a 
hair.  The  Turks  tried  to  pass  the  river,  but  were  repulsed  with  great  loss. 
Ibrahim  the  vizier,  remembering  the  terrible  havoc  Sobieski  had  made,  and 
fearing  the  dying  struggle  of  the  formidable  Pole,  proposed  peace.  John 
refused,  although  he  had  only  four  days’  provisions,  and  gave  orders  for  an 
attack  in  the  morning.  Ibrahim  consented  to  peace  on  acceptable  terms. 

John  had  now  five  years  of  peace.  Although  female  influence  was  ex- 
pressly forbidden  in  the  policy  of  the  kingdom,  yet  his  wife  Mary  managed 
Sobieski  and  his  diet  according  to  her  own  will.  She  managed  with  great 
prudence.  Her  sweet  temper,  refined  sense,  and  majestic  air  gained  her  great 
affection  with  the  Poles  and  great  influence  over  the  King  and  the  Diet. 

We  now  come  to  Sobieski’s  noted  relief  of  Vienna.  Leopold,  Emperor 
of  Germany,  had  driven  the  Hungarians  to  revolt.  Tekeli,  one  of  the  princi- 
pal nobles  was  their  leader,  and  the  Hungarians  made  an  alliance  with  the 
Turks.  lie  hornet  notified  Leopold  that  the  Hungarians  were  now  allies  and 
subjects  of  'he  Porte,  and  that  all  Austrian  troops  must  leave  Hungary. 
Leopold  begged  aid  of  the  Poles,  but  Sobieski  seemed  disinclined  at  first  to 
assist  the  proud  and  tyrannical  emperor.  Sobieski’s  Queen,  Mary,  however, 
was  more  favorable  for  various  reasons.  She  was  piqued  with  Louis  XIV. 
for  his  neglect  of  the  family;  also  Leopold  promised  to  marry  the  arch- 
duchess to  her  son  and  so  insure  the  succession  to  the  Polish  crown  in  her 
family.  Sobieski  could  not  withstand  Mary’s  artifices  and  was  glad  to  Avar 
with  the  Turks  again.  He  agreed  to  have  48,000  men  ready  when  wanted. 
But  John  refused  to  sign  the  treaty  unless  Leopold  styled  him  “His  Majes- 
ty.” Leopold  at  last  reluctantly  consented,  and  Sobieski  became  his  ally. 

Louis  XIV.  tried  to  prevent  this  alliance,  but  Avas  thwarted  by  Sobieski’s 
vigilance.  The  French  ambassador,  defeated,  returned  to  tell  Louis  that 
Sobieski  had  grown  too  fat  and  gouty  to  make  a single  campaign.  In  a feAv 
weeks,  hoAvever,  Europe  Avas  told  a different  story. 


John  Sobieski,  Danzig',  Ducat,  1683.  Collection  of  Moritz  Wormser. 

In  May,  1 683,  the  Moslem  army,  nearly  300,000,  two-thirds  Hunga- 
rians and  Tartars,  under  Kara  Mustapha,  grand  vizier,  marched  with  over 
three  hundred  immense  pieces  of  artillery.  The  vizier  marched  his  army 
from  Belgrade,  along  the  Avest  side  of  the  Danube,  through  Hungary  and 
proceeded  almost  without  a blow  to  Vienna.  The  proud  and  overbearing 
Leopold,  iioav  timid  and  crouching,  left  his  capital  to  defend  itself  against 
the  immense  host  pouring  down  upon  it. 


Vienna  is  strongly  protected  on  the  north  by  the  Danube,  and  v/as  at 
that  time  strongly  fortified  on  the  other  sides.  On  the  south  is  a plain  of 
nearly  three  leagues  in  extent,  and  here  the  vizier  pitched  his  camp,  which 
almost  covered  the  plain.  On  July  8,  1(183,  the  Turkish  artillery  began  to 
play  upon  the  walls,  and  the  Austrians  trembled.  The  garrison  was  little 
more  than  11,000,  besides  armed  citizens.  By  July  22  the  Turks  had  ap- 
proached very  near  to  the  walls. 

Repeated  messages  were  sent  to  Sobieski,  begging  him  to  hurry.  But 
the  Polish  troops  were  not  assembled  till  near  the  end  of  August,  and  then 
numbered  only  24,000.  Before  Sobieski  began  his  march,  he  received  a let- 
ter from  Leopold  begging  him  not  to  wait  for  the  troops,  but  urging  that  his 
majesty's  royal  presence  and  name  alone,  so  dreaded,  would  make  the  ene- 
my’s defeat  certain. 

Thus  Sobieski,  in  poor  health,  weak  and  debilitated  so  as  to  be  helped 
on  his  horse,  was  the  only  man  to  whom  Leopold  could  look  for  aid.  The 
Poles  marched  along  the  Danube  without  resistance,  and  were  joined  by 
other  troops. 

The  German  generals,  expressing  anxiety  as  to  the  result,  were  cut  short 
by  Sobieski,  saying:  “Consider  the  general  you  have  to  deal  with,  and  not 
the  multitude  he  commands.  Which  of  you,  at  the  head  of  200,000  men 
would  have  suffered  this  bridge  to  be  built  within  five  leagues  of  his  camp? 
The  man  has  no  capacity.”  He  alluded  to  the  bridge  at  Tuln,  which  the 
duke  of  Lorraine  had  built  for  passage  of  the  troops.  The  Turks  offered  no 
resistance  as  the  Poles  crossed  the  bridge,  and  all  the  troops  safely  assem- 
bled on  the  west  side  of  the  Danube  by  Sept.  7,  1863,  numbering  about 
70,000.  They  could  hear  from  Tuln  the  roar  of  the  Turkish  cannon.  Vienna 
was  almost  reduced.  The  imperial  army  started  on  Sept.  9 for  Vienna.  They 
had  to  go  fourteen  miles  across  a ridge  of  mountains,  over  which  the  Ger- 
mans could  not  drag  their  cannon,  and  were  obliged  to  leave  them  behind, 
but  the  Poles  succeeded  in  getting  over  twenty-eight  pieces. 

On  Sept.  11  they  reached  Mt.  Calemburg,  the  last  which  separated  them 
from  the  enemy.  From  this  hill  a great  spectacle  was  seen:  an  immense 
plain  and  the  islands  of  the  Danube,  covered  with  magnificent  pavilions;  a 
multitude  of  200,000,  all  in  motion;  the  fire  of  the  besiegers  constant  and 
terrible;  a great  city  covered  with  fire  and  smoke,  and  only  the  tops  of  the 
steeples  to  be  seen. 

But  Sobieski  was  not  imposed  on  by  this  formidable  sight.  Said  he, 
“This  man  is  badly  encamped;  he  knows  nothing  of  war;  we  shall  certainly 
beat  him.”  The  eagle  eye  of  the  experienced  warrior  was  not  mistaken. 

Dissatisfaction  had  arisen  among  the  Turks,  and  their  defeat  was  al- 
ready prepared.  Sunday,  Sept.  12,  1683,  was  the  fatal  day.  The  cannonade 
on  the  city  began  at  daybreak.  At  8 A.  M.  there  was  warm  skirmishing;  at 
11  the  Christian  army  was  drawn  up  in  array  on  the  plain.  Mustapha,  fear- 
ing the  allies  were  more  formidable  than  he  anticipated,  commanded  in  per- 
son. He  and  Sobieski  were  both  in  the  centre  of  their  armies.  At  5 P.  M. 
the  engagement  had  only  been  partial. 

The  vizier  was  quietly  sipping  coffee  in  his  tent  when  Sobieski  ordered 
his  infantry  to  seize  an  eminence  commanding  the  vizier’s  position.  Mus- 
tapha was  taken  by  surprise.  An  eclipse  of  the  moon  added  to  the  conster- 
nation of  the  Moslems.  The  rout  of  the  Turks  became  general.  Vienna  was 
saved.  By  6 o’clock  Sobieski  had  possession  of  their  camp;  night  ended  the 
pursuit. 

The  losses  on  each  side  do  not  appear  to  have  been  great,  notwithstand- 
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ing  the  importance  of  the  victory-  Immense  treasures  were  found  in  the 
enemy’s  camp;  Sobieski’s  share  was  some  millions  of  ducats. 

On  the  following  day  John  entered  Vienna,  through  the  breach  made  by 
the  Turks.  The  citizens  received  him  with  undisguised  gratitude,  and  even 
then  Sobieski  shed  tears  on  receiving  their  thanks.  Said  he,  “Never  did 
the  crown  yield  me  such  pleasure  like  this.”  The  people  could  not  help  com- 
paring him  with  their  own  disgraceful  sovereign,  and  exclaiming,  “Oh,  why 
is  not  this  our  master?” 

The  haughty  Leopold  deferred  the  day  of  his  meeting  with  Sobieski, 
and  quibbled  as  to  the  ceremony  to  be  observed.  At  the  appointed  hour  he 
rode  up  to  the  emperor  in  the  same  armor  which  he  had  worn  in  the  de- 
fence of  Vienna,  and  accosted  him  with  the  ease  of  conscious  but  unassum- 
ing rank.  The  Emperor  on  the  contrary  was  very  distant  and  ceremonious. 
John  presented  the  young  prince,  James,  to  whom  the  emperor  merely  nodd- 
ed. Sobieski  described  this  meeting  in  rather  sarcastic  language. 

The  petty  jealousies  of  kings,  generals,  and  politicians  disgusted  Sobies- 
ki. The  Poles  obtained  only  glory  in  this  campaign,  Sobieski  earning  the 
title  of  “Majesty”  from  Leopold  and  receiving  the  unwilling  compliments  of 
most  European  princes. 

But  he  did  not  long  retain  the  good  will  of  his  people.  With  the  in- 
trigues of  his  queen,  he  greatly  overstepped  the  bounds  of  prudence,  making 
certain  treaties  without  having  obtained  the  consent  of  the  Diet,  contrary 
to  law.  The  reproaches  of  his  Diet  were  not  his  only  vexations,  for  his 
sons,  imitating  the  intrigues  of  their  father,  gave  him  constant  uneasiness. 
When  setting  out  for  his  last  campaign  in  16  91,  he  said,  “It  will  be  easier  for 
me  to  gee  the  better  of  the  enemy  than  of  my  own  sons.” 

He  was  now  sixty-one  years  of  age,  and  two-thirds  of  that  time  had 
been  spent  in  the  “tented  field”;  his  health  broken  with  vexation,  and  his 
frame  shattered  with  his  wounds,  he  had  outlived  his  glory,  and  was  now 
nothing  but  a sick  dotard,  nursed  and  managed  by  his  wife.  She  continu- 
ally made  her  husband  and  herself  more  obnoxious  to  the  people.  A traffic  in 
offices  with  the  queen’s  connivance  excited  great  indignation.  Under  such 
government  things  were  fast  going  to  decay.  The  Diets  were  no  sooner 
assembled  than  dissolved;  riots  and  fights  took  the  place  of  debates;  the 
soldiers  clamored  for  their  pay;  the  generals  set  at  defiance  all  authority, 
and  engaged  in  their  own  aggrandizement. 

Happily  for  Sobieski,  he  did  not  witness  the  consequences  of  this  villain- 
ous administration.  Death  came  kindly  and  laid  low  his  gray  locks  with 
their  withered  laurels  before  rebellion  had  succeeded  in  tearing  them  from 
his  brow. 

He  dies  June  17,  1696.  He  was  tall  and  corpulent,  large  faced  and 
full  eyed,  and  most  always  in  the  same  dress  as  his  subjects.  In  war  a lion, 
but  in  peace  the  plaything  of  others;  he  was  well  spoken,  of  very  easy  ac- 
cess, extremely  civil,  and  had  most  of  the  good  qualities  requisite  in  a gen- 
tleman; well  versed  in  military  affairs  and  in  all  politic  and  scholastic  learn- 
ing. He  spoke  several  languages — Latin,  French,  Italian,  German,  and 
Turkish.  He  was  a patron  of  learning. 

But,  glorious  as  was  his  reign  in  many  particulars,  its  effect  was  most 
pernicious  on  Poland’s  destiny,  as  Poland’s  subsequent  history  shows. 

In  preparing  this  article,  the  writer  found  the  subject  of  Polish  coins 
much  too  large  to  read  in  a short  time.  He  therefore  concluded  to  deal 
mainly  with  the  two  ings,  Sigismund  III.,  (on  account  of  his  accession  to 
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the  crown  of  Sweden,  his  long  reign  and  most  prolific  coinage)  and  John 
III.  (Sobieski),  on  account  of  his  fame  as  a general. 

A little  book,  compiled  by  Count  Joseph  Tyszkiewicz,  published  in  Po- 
sen, 1890,  lists  the  Polish  coinage,  giving  values.  Of  the  9 0 pages  of  this 
book,  20  pages  alone  are  occupied  by  the  coins  of  Sigismund  III.,  1587-1622. 

The  coins  of  Sigismund  III.  range  in  value  from  the  copper  solidus,  a 
very  small  coin,  of  about  one-fourth  the  size  of  our  early  United  States  half 
cent,  to  the  twenty-ducat  piece.  We  find  the  following  coins:  the  solidus, 
denarius,  half  gros,  gros,  1 y2  gros,  3 crucifer,  3 gros,  6 gros,  quarter  crown 
or  thaler,  (ort);  half  crown,  crown,  double  crown,  ducat,  and  also  2,  3,  4,  5, 
10,  and  20  ducat  pieces.  These  coins  were  struck  for  Poland,  and  also  for 
Lithuania.  Coins  were  struck  also  by  the  cities  of  Danzig,  Thorn,  Posen, 
Elbing,  Wschowa,  and  Riga.  We  also  find  as  many  as  twenty-one  minting 
places.  Many  of  these  coins  are  quite  common  and  easy  to  obtain. 

Although  John  Sobieski  ruled  during  twenty-two  years,  1674-1696,  we 
do  not  find  such  a large  coinage.  We  find  coins  for  Poland  and  for  Lithuania. 
Also  coins  struck  at  Danzig  and  Thorn.  These  coins  are  the  solidus,  3 gros, 
6 gros,  ort  (quarter  thaler),  thaler  (crown);  pieces  of  1,  2,  and  5 ducats. 
Most  of  the  larger  values  of  these  coins  are  very  rare. 

After  the  address  a rising  vote  of  thanks  was  extended  to  Mr.  Niklewicz. 
The  business  meeting  then  took  place.  After  the  roll  call,  the  minutes  of  the 
last  meeting  were  accepted  as  read  with  some  slight  corrections. 

Messrs.  P.  B.  Bardon  and  C.  P.  Frey  were  unanimously  elected  to  mem- 
bership. 

The  Treasurer  then  submitted  his  report  for  the  four  months  ending 
May  1. 

The  Secretary  reported  the  receipt  of  a magazine,  and  read  a very  inter- 
esting letter  received  from  Mr.  Bardon  in  connection  cvith  his  application  for 
membership,  and  describing  his  collection  and  its  origins. 

The  Secretary  also  read  a press  notice  of  Mr.  De  Lagerberg’s  collection 
of  medals. 

The  Secretary  also  called  the  attention  of  the  Club  to  the  fact  that  quite 
a number  of  the  very  pretty  club  pins  were  on  hand  for  sale,  as  well  as  some 
of  the  Smith  medals. 

Mr.  F.  C.  C.  Boyd,  for  the  Executive  Committee,  then  reported  that  it 
was  decided  to  purchase  for  the  Club  eight  Elliott  Smith  medals  for  future 
use  of  the  Executive  Committee.  The  Executive  Committee  further  report- 
ed that  they  had  directed  the  Secretary  to  present  the  Elliott  Smith  medals 
to  Sig.  Menimo  Cagiati,  Naples,  Italy,  and  Sig.  Mario  Lanfranco,  Rome,  Italy. 

Mr.  Kennedy,  in  behalf  of  the  Membership  Committee,  reported  the  ap- 
plications for  admission  to  the  club  of  Messrs.  Alfred  E.  Davidson  of  New 
Rochelle;  of  Mr.  Maurice  Schulman  of  Amsterdam,  and  of  Mr.  A.  D.  Savage 
of  New  York  City. 

Mr.  Swanson  read  the  report  of  the  Medallic  Arst  Committee. 

President  Smith  then  surprised  the  club  by  a number  of  presentations  of 
the  Presidential  medals.  The  first  medal  was  presented  to  Mr.  Davidson  as 
the  latest  applicant  for  membership,  and  his  good  friend  of  many  years’ 
standing.  Mr.  Davidson  accepted  the  medal  in  a very  graceful  speech,  ex- 
plaining the  particular  significance  which  for  many  reasons  the  day  had  for 
him,  and  his  pleasure  at  becoming  a member  of  the  club.  He  especially 
thanked  “Neighbor  Smith”  for  the  token  he  had  given  him.  The  next,  a 
silver  medal,  was  presented  to  Mr.  Boyd,  as  a token  of  gratitude  for  his 


many  and  devoted  activities  in  behalf  of  the  Club.  The  third  medal,  also  in 
silver,  finally  was  given  to  Mr.  Frey  for  his  many  years  of  faithful  service  to 
the  club,  and  both  recipients  accepted  the  surprise  given  them  with  appro- 
priate remarks. 

Mr.  Frey  returned  the  compliments  by  presenting  Mr.  Boyd  with  an 
early  medal  issued  by  Whitehead  & Hoag  Co.  in  1910;  muling  of  the  Heath 
and  Higgins  Medals. 

President  Smith  then  welcomed  the  guests  of  the  evening,  Messrs.  C.  P. 
Frey,  “the  Tinker”,  and  Mr.  Saltus. 

Mr.  Frey  replied,  telling  of  some  of  his  interests  in  numismatics,  es- 
pecially of  a book  which  was  being  published  by  the  concern  he  was  associat- 
ed with  for  the  purpose  of  arousing  the  interest  of  school  boys  in  coins,  and 
which  tried  to  do  so  especially  by  many  fine  illustrations. 

In  this  connection  Messrs.  Niklewicz  and  Smith  drew  attention  to  the  la- 
mentable lack  of  knowledge  of  the  average  American  “man  in  the  street”  of 
all  the  old  types  of  American  coinage  which  were  still  valid  currency. 

Mr.  Saltus  replied,  telling  of  his  recent  trip  south  and  to  Cuba,  on  which 
he  made  inquiries  in  regard  to  medals  and  tokens  in  connection  with  the 
Cuban  revolution,  and  found  that  they  were  extremely  difficult  to  obtain  on 
the  island. 

Mr.  Belden  extended  an  invitation  to  the  club  in  behalf  of  The  Amer- 
ican Numismatic  Society  to  visit  a very  fine  exhibit  of  Presidential  Peace 
Medals,  which  was  accepted  with  thanks.  The  meeting  then  adjourned. 

The  following  were  the  exhibits  of  the  evening: 

By  Mr.  Niklewicz — A series  of  Polish  coins  in  connection  with  his  ad- 
dress. 

By  Mr.  Wormser — The  following  coins  in  connection  with  Mr.  Nikle- 
wicz’s  exhibit:  Ducats  for  the  City  o fDanzig  of  Stephen  Bathori,  Sigismund 
III.,  Vladislaus  IV,  John  Casimil,  Michael  Korybut  and  John  III.  Sobieski; 
also  double  ducat  for  Thorn  of  Michael  Korybut  and  10-ducat  piece  for  Dan- 
zig of  Sigismund  III. 

By  Mr.  Julius  Guttag — New  varieties  of  necessity  paper  money,  as  fol- 
lows: Bermuda,  one  pound  note  engraved  by  the  American  Bank  Note  Com- 
pany; Switzerland,  2 5 francs,  printed  in  three  languages;  Belgium,  one  and 
two  francs;  Bordeaux,  Chamber  of  Commerce,  2 francs;  Gibraltar,  two  shill- 
ing note,  August  6,  1914. 

By  Mr.  Blake — Uncut  sheets  of  four  $1.  and  $2.  silver  certificates,  the 
first  sheets  of  the  series  signed  by  Parker  & Burke;  also  a collection  of  cou- 
pons of  United  States  bonds. 

By  Dr.  Valentine — A specimen  of  satirical  paper  money,  “Genuine  Fiat 
Money.” 

By  Mr.  Davidson — The  following  medals  awarded  to  the  Patent  Scaff- 
olding Company:  Scientific  American  Gold  Medal,  awarded  by  American  Mu- 
seum Safety.  The  Grand  Prize  Medal  of  the  First  International  Exposition 
of  Safety  and  Sanitation  held  in  New  York  City,  1913.  Placque  awarded  by 
Internationale  Hygiene  Ausstellung,  Dresden,  1911. 


SIXTH  REGULAR  MEETING 
.lune  11,  1915 

After  the  roll  call  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read,  and  were 
approved,  with  some  slight  corrections. 


The  Secretary  reported  the  receipt  of  a press  notice  in  regard  to  Mr. 
de  Lagerberg’s  collection  and  exhibit  at  the  Panama  Pacific  Exposition,  also 
letter  from  Bardon  and  the  receipt  of  one  magazine. 

Mr.  Belden  called  to  the  attention  of  the  Club  the  death  of  Mr.  Charles 
Gregory.  The  President  in  behalf  of  the  Club  expressed  great  sorrow  at  the 
loss  of  such  a distinguished  collector  and  our  esteemed  fellow  member,  the 
Secretary  being  instructed  to  write  a letter  of  condolence,  and  to  spread  this 
fact  upon  the  minutes. 

Mr.  Boyd,  in  behalf  of  the  Executive  Committee,  announced  that  the  sub- 
ject of  the  next  meeting  would  be  an  exhibition  of  medals  and  buttons  of 
William  Henry  Harrison. 

Mr.  Kennedy,  in  behalf  of  the  Membership  Committee,  recommended 
favorably  for  election  the  names  of  Messrs.  Alfred  E.  Davidson,  Alexander 
Duncan  Savage  and  Maurice  Schulman.  Upon  vote  of  the  Club  the  Secretary 
was  instructed  to  cast  one  ballot  for  the  election  of  these  new  members,  and 
they  were  duly  elected. 

The  President  then  welcomed  the  new  members  present,  Messrs.  David- 
son and  Savage,  both  of  whom  addressed  interesting  remarks  to  the  Club. 

The  business  meeting  then  adjourned  to  look  over  the  very  large  and  in- 
teresting line  of  exhibits  of  the  evening,  which  were  as  follows: 

By  Mr.  Adams,  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Zerbe — One-half  dollar  and  gold  dollar 
of  the  new  official  Panama  Pacific  issue  of  the  United  States  Government. 

By  Mr.  Guttag — The  new  gold  five  pesos  for  Cuba;  Danish  West  Indies, 
four  and  10  daler;  an  octagonal  Lesher  Referendum  dollar;  two  and  a half 
gulden  (paper)  for  the  Netherlands. 

By  Mr.  Frey — Three  types  of  the  10  gulden  of  William  III.  of  Holland, 
dated  1850,  1875  and  1876;  and  three  types  of  Wilhelmina,  his  daughter, 
the  present  Queen.  Among  the  latter  is  the  girlish  types  with  long  hair, 
which  is  rare. 

By  Mr.  de  Lagerberg — Political,  railroad,  steamship,  transportation  com- 
memorative medals,  etc.  Eleven  different  specimens  from  Brazil,  Argentine 
Republic,  Bolivia,  Bolivar,  Peru,  and  South  America. 

By  Mi-.  Niklewicz — United  States  gold  coins  as  follows:  1795,  eagle  the 
first  type;  1795,  % eagle,  the  first  type;  1870,  % eagle,  the  third  type; 
18  34,  y2  eagle,  the  fourth  type. 

By  Mr.  Belden- — Decorations  of  the  present  war:  The  Iron  Cross,  1914, 
second  class;  the  miniature  new  English  “Military  Cross.’’ 

By  Dr.  Valentine — Hard  Times  Token,  Low  No.  10,  uncirculated. 

By  Mr.  Beesley — A collection  of  French  medals  showing  portraits  of 
famous  French  kings.  A series  of  American  historical  medals,  a Masonic 
medal  of  Burlington,  New  Jersey;  a medal  on  the  visit  of  the  Prince  of  Wales 
to  Ireland,  1868;  a set  of  round  octagonal  commemorative  !4 , % and  one 
dollar,  struck  for  the  Panama-Pacific  Exposition  in  gold;  a gold  coronatiou 
medal  of  Edward  VII.;  two  pound  piece  of  George  IV.  18  23;  a gold  sover- 
eign of  Oliver  Cromwell. 

By  Mr.  H.  Chapman — Rochester  Numismatic  Association  Anniversary 
medal,  1914,  with  portrait  of  George  J.  Bauer,  President. 

By  Mr.  Wormser — Brunswick,  Rudolph  Augustus,  186  5,  triple  Lauten- 
thal  mining  thaler;  Saxony  square  thaler,  Frederick  Augustus,  1697,  upon 
reception  of  Polish  nobles;  Denmark,  Christian  V.  square  coronation  medal 
of  thaler  size;  Eichstatt,  Joseph  contribution  thaler,  1796;  Charles  VI.  % 
ducats  for  Hungary  and  for  Transylvania. 
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SEVENTH  REGULAR  MEETING 
July  9,  1915 

After  the  roll  call  the  reading  of  the  minutes  was  dispensed  with. 

The  Secretary  read  a letter  of  thanks  from  the  family  of  Mr.  Charles 
Gregory  in  acknowledgment  of  the  Club’s  letter  of  condolence.  The  Secre- 
tary also  reported  the  receipt  of  one  magazine. 

The  Treasurer  submitted  a brief  report. 

The  Executive  Committee  reported  that  the  subject  of  the  next  meeting 
would  be  an  address  by  Mr.  Niklewicz  on  “Actium;  Antony’s  Defeat;  with 
coins  of  Augustus  and  Antony.” 

Under  the  head  of  new  business  the  advisability  of  issuing  a publication 
of  the  transactions  of  the  Club  at  frequent  intervals  was  discussed. 

President  Smith  feelingly  acknowledged  the  tribute  of  the  Club  upon 
the  death  of  his  father,  which  occurred  on  June  21st.  The  business  meeting 
then  adjourned  for  the  purpose  of  viewing  the  exhibits  of  the  evening,  the 
subject  of  the  meeting  being  ‘‘Coins,  Medals  and  Buttons  of  William  Henry 
Harrison.” 

The  exhibits  were  as  follows: 

By  Mr.  Boyd — A collection  of  twenty-nine  different  medals  and  tokens 
in  reference  to  the  subject  of  the  evening. 

By  Mr.  Proskey- — Ninety  different  medals  with  very  few  metal  varieties 
but  showing  a great  many  types  and  die  varieties  in  reference  to  William 
Henry  Harrison.  Also  fifteen  buttons  and  four  embossed  cards  used  at  po- 
litical meetings.  Also  a silk  badge  with  crepe  worn  at  Harrison’s  funeral. 
All  from  the  three  greatest  presidential  medal  collections,  two  of  them  being 
the  John  F.  and  the  Ramsey  McCoy  collections,  and  also  from  his  own  col- 
lection. 

By  Mr.  Chapman — A collection  of  about  thirty  different  medals  in  ref- 
erence to  William  Henry  Harrison,  some  without  date,  some  of  1840  and  of 
1841,  all  different  sizes,  dies  and  metals,  picturing  the  various  representa- 
tions of  the  log  cabins,  the  Battle  of  Tippecanoe,  Bunker  Hill,  allegorical  rep- 
resentations, and  the  portrait  of  Harrison. 

Other  exhibits  not  related  to  the  subject  of  the  evening  were: 

By  Mr.  de  Lagerberg — By  courtesy  of  Mr.  R.  S.  DeVries,  Passaic,  N.  J., 
medal  struck  in  commemoration  of  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  founding 
of  the  United  States  Express  Company,  1854-1004.  By  courtesy  of  Messrs. 
George  Larson  & Co.,  San  Francisco,  the  Swedish-American  Panama-Pacific 
International  Exposition,  San  Francisco,  1915,  commemorative  medal. 
Swedish  Navy.  Token  struck  by  ‘‘Svenska  Pansarbats-foreningen”  of  metal 
used  in  the  plates  for  construction  of  the  Swedish  cruiser  Sverige.  Obverse, 
Three  crowns  surrounded  by  Sverige — S.  P.  F.  Reverse,  The  navy  anchor 
surrounded  by  same  inscription  as  on  obverse  side. 

By  Mr.  Kohler — The  new  Panama-Pacific  Exposition  $2.50  gold  piece. 

By  Mr.  Blake — The  new  Panama-Pacific  Exposition  octagonal  $50  gold 
piece.  An  uncirculated  $100  coin  or  treasury  note  of  the  189  0 issue,  show- 
ing the  portrait  of  Farragut. 

By  Mr.  Wood — Four-  Transylvanian  medals. 

By  Mr.  Beasley — Connecticut,  1 775,  40  shilling  bill. 
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EIGHTH  KEGILAH  MEETING 
August  13,  1915 

The  Secretary  called  the  roll.  The  reading  of  the  last  minutes  was  dis- 
pensed with. 

The  Secretary  reported  the  receipt  of  communications  from  Messrs,  de 
Lagerberg,  Duffield,  Savage  and  Chapman,  the  acceptance  of  Mr.  Schulman 
of  his  election  to  the  Club,  together  with  a letter  received  from  him,  com- 
mending the  work  of  the  Club;  and  also  the  receipt  of  two  numbers  of  Mr. 
Heaton’s  personal  publication,  “The  Nut  Shell.” 

The  Secretary  also  presented  a bound  volume  and  two  pamphlets  re- 
ceived from  Corresponding  Member  Cagiati  of  his  work  on  “The  Coins  of 
the  Kingdom  of  the  Two  Sicilies.”  These  books  were  received  with  the  gen- 
eral approval  of  the  members,  and  the  Secretary  was  instructed  to  write  a 
letter  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Cagiati  for  his  valuable  contribution. 

Mr.  Boyd,  in  behalf  of  the  Executive  Committee,  announced  that  the 
subject  of  the  next  meeting  would  be  “General  discussions,  and  an  exhibi- 
tion of  coins  and  medals.  He  also  announced  that  the  entire  issue  of  Pres- 
ident Smith  Medals  had  been  sold. 

Through  Mr.  Kohler,  a contribution  to  the  library  of  the  Club  was  re- 
ceived from  Mr.  H.  F.  Williams,  being  his  monograph  “The  Gold  Coinage  of 
Latin  America.”  The  Secretary  was  instructed  to  acknowledge  its  receipt 
with  thanks. 

Mr.  Frey  brought  up  the  question  how  books  can  be  borrowed  from  the 
library  of  the  Club,  and  was  advised  that  it  required  the  approval  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  to  the  curator. 

The  question  of  more  frequent  publications  of  the  transactions  of  the 
Club  in  an  official  manner  was  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee.  Two 
new  applications  for  membership  were  received.  President  Smith,  in  behalf 
of  the  Club,  extended  a hearty  welcome  to  the  guests  of  the  evening. 

The  business  meeting  of  the  Club  then  adjourned  for  the  purpose  of 
listening  to  a very  interesting  address  by  Mr.  H.  Niklewicz  on  “Actium:  An- 
tony’s Defeat;  with  Coins  of  Augustus  and  Antony.” 


Actium:  Antony’s  Defeat;  With  Coins  of  Augustus  and  Antony 


Denarius. 

Obv.  Bust,  to  rigli  t : AVGVSTVS  DiVI  K.  (AUGUSTUS  DIVI  FILIUS, 
i.  e.,  “AUGUSTUS,  son  of  the  GOD”,  referring  to  Julius  Caesar). 

Rev.  Apollo,  standing  with  lyre.  IMF’  X.,  in  exergue  ACT. 

The  words  IMP.  X.  (Imperator  for  10th  time)  fixes  the  date  of  strik- 
ing as  B.  C.  12,  in  which  year  Agrippa,  the  friend  of  Augustus,  and  com- 
mander of  his  fleet  at  Actium,  died.  The  coin  was  struck  in  grateful  re- 
membrance of  Agrippa,  and  his  part  in  this  victory. 

Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen:  The  Roman  denarius  of  Augustus  which 
I now  show  you  was,  as  its  name  implies,  of  small  value,  worthy  only  ten 
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coppers.  Although  of  small  size,  it  commemorates  an  event  of  the  greatest 
importance  to  the  then  known  world.  On  one  side  we  see  a fine  portrait  of 
Augustus,  with  the  inscription  “AVGVSTVS  DIVI  F.,”  i.  e.,  Augustus  Divi 
Filius,  or  Augustus,  son  of  the  God  (referring  to  Julius  Caesar).  On  the 
other  side  we  see  Apollo  standing  with  lyre,  and  in  the  lower  field,  on  either 
side,  “IMP.  X.,”  i.  e.,  Imperator  for  the  tenth  time.  In  the  exergue  we  see 
the  letters  “ACT.,”  those  of  most  meaning  to  us,  supposed  to  represent  the 
word  “Actium.”  Numismatists  say  it  commemorates  the  sea  fight  off  Actium, 


Middle  bronze  of  Agrippa,  struck  B.  C.  30-28. 

Obv.  Bust  to  left.  M(ARCVS)  AGRIPPA  L(VCIVS)  F(ILIVS)  COS 
(VL)  III. 

Rev.  Neptune  standing  with  trident;  on  either  side  in  field,  S.  C. 

The  figure  of  Neptune  on  this  coin  is  an  allusion  to  Agrippa’s  sea 
victories. 


B.  C.  31,  which  made  Octavinus,  later  named  Augustus,  master  of  the  Roman 
world.  Agrippa,  the  son-in-law,  friend  and  naval  commander  of  Augustus, 
died  B.  C.  12,  and  as  we  see  “IMP.  X.”  on  this  coin,  we  must  conclude  that 
it  was  struck  about  B.  C.  12,  as  a tribute  to  Agrippa’s  memory  and  victory 
at  Actium. 

I do  not  intend  tonight  to  enter  largely  into  descriptions  of  many  coins, 
but  rather  to  give  you  some  interesting  history,  particularly  an  account  of 
this  victory  at  Actium.  T will,  however,  show  and  describe  several  coins 
with  the  various  titles  bestowed  upon  Augustus  from  time  to  time  by  his 
grateful  countrymen.  I will  state  right  here  that  the  coins  of  Augustus  are 
quite  numerous  and  mostly  common.  His  was  a long  reign,  44  years  alone 
as  Emperor.  The  coins  of  Antony  are  not  plentiful,  but  mostly  rare. 

To  this  victory  at  Actium  we  are  indebted  for  the  long  and  splendid 
series  of  Roman  Imperial  coins,  and  these  coins  I now  show  you  are  among 
the  earliest  of  the  series. 


Denarius  of  M.  Antony  and  Octavian,  as  Triumvirs,  B.  C.  43. 

Bust  of  Anton  v to  right.  M(ARCVS)  A NT  ( ON  L VS)  IMP(  ERATOK ) 
AVG(VSTVS)  III  VI R R(EI)  P(VBLICAE)  C(ONSTITVENDAE)  M ( AR- 
OVS)  BARBA  T(  VS)  Q(VAESTOR)  P(  ROVINCIA  LIS) . 

Bust  of  Octavian  to  right.  CAESAR  IMP(ERATOR)  PONT(IFEX) 
III  YIR  R (El  ) P(VBLICAE)  OIONSTITVENDAE). 


Actium  was  the  name  of  a promontory  jutting  into  the  Ambracian  Gulf, 
off  the  coast  of  Epirus.  Here  the  fleets  of  Octavian  and  of  Mark  Antony  and 
Cleopatra  met  in  a final  struggle.  Let  us  briefly  sketch  the  lives  of  these 
three  dramatis  personae. 

Caius  Octavius  Coepius  was  born  B.  C.  63,  the  son  of  the  Praetor  C. 
Octavius  Rufus  and  Atia,  niece  of  Julius  Caesar.  He  was  carefully  educated, 
and  to  this  united  great  talent  with  striking  person  and  address.  He  be- 
came a favorite  of  his  grand-uncle,  Julius  Caesar,  who,  by  his  will,  adopted 
him  as  his  son  and  heir. 

Marcus  Antonins,  born  B.  C.  83,  was  made  tribune  B.  C.  50,  at  the  age 
of  34  years.  He  soon  joined  Julius  Caesar  in  Gaul.  He  commanded  the  left 
wing  of  Caesar’s  army  at  the  battle  of  Pharsalia  B.  C.  48.  In  the  following 
year  Caesar  made  him  general  of  his  cavalry.  B.  C.  4 4 he  was  Consul  with 
Julius  Caesar. 


Middle  bronze  Colonial  coin  of  Nemausus,  of  Augustus  and  Agrippa, 

B.  C.  18. 

Obv.  Their  busts  back  to  back.  Over,  IMP.,  under,  DIVI  F. 

Rev.  Crocodile  chained  to  Palm.  COL.  NEM. 

This  coin,  although  for  Nemausus,  in  Gallia  Narbonensis,  clearly  al- 
ludes to  the  conquest  of  Egypt  represented  by  the  crocodile. 

On  Caesar’s  death,  making  an  oration  over  his  body  and  reading  his 
will,  Antony  aroused  the  people  against  the  murderers.  Antony  was  now 
the  most  powerful  man  in  the  State,  and  seemed  likely  to  occupy  Caesar’s 
position.  But  a rival  appeared  when  young  Octavius  came  to  Rome,  assumed 
the  name  of  C.  Julius  Caesar  Octavianus,  as  Caesar’s  adopted  son  and  heir, 
and  managed  to  secure  both  the  good  will  of  the  Senate  and  of  his  uncle’s 
veteran  troops.  A struggle  followed,  and  Antony  was  defeated  at  Mutina  B. 
C.  43. 

Octavian,  through  Lepidus,  became  reconciled  to  Antony,  and  in  the 
autumn  of  B.  C.  4 3 the  triumvirate  was  formed  for  five  years,  which,  under 
pretense  of  reconstructing  the  Republic  ( REIPUBLICAE  CONSTITVENDAE) 
became  a period  of  cruelty  and  terror.  Antony  received  Gaul;  Lepidus, 
Spain;  and  Octavian,  Sardinia  and  Sicily.  B.  C.  40  a new  division  was  made, 
Antony  taking  the  East,  and  Octavian  the  West.  Octavian  also  gave  his 
sister  Octavia  to  Antony  in  marriage.  B.  C.  41,  with  his  legions,  Antony 
overran  Greece,  Cappadocia  and  Cilicia,  and  during  this  expedition,  meeting 
Cleopatra,  was  so  enamored  that  he  followed  her  to  Alexandria  and  secretly 
married  her.  B.  C.  38  the  triumvirate  was  renewed,  and  Antony  returned  to 
the  East.  Antony  again  visited  Egypt  in  B.  C.  3 6.  He  now  laid  aside  the 
character  of  a Roman  citizen,  and  assumed  the  pomp  of  an  Eastern  despot. 
He  distributed  to  his  children  by  Cleopatra  cities  and  territories,  thus  gain- 
ing the  hatred  of  his  countrymen.  He  divorced  Octavia  and  surrendered 
completely  to  the  seductive  Cleopatra. 


126 


Denarius,  B.  C.  20. 

Obv.  Bust,  CAESAR  AVGVSTVS. 

Rev.,  OB  CIVIS  SERVATOS. 

Tliis  inscriptoin  recognizes  the  many  public  services  rendered  by  Au- 
gustus.  It  more  frequently  occurs,  after  Augustus,  by  treaty,  caused  the 
liberation  of  Roman  citizens  made  prisoners  by  the  Parthians. 

Cleopatra,  last  Queen  of  Egypt,  was  born  B.  C.  6 9,  the  daughter  of  Ptol- 
emy XII,  who  was  slain  at  Alexandria,  fighting  against  Julius  Caesar  B.  C. 
4 7.  Caesar,  enamored,  gave  her  Ptolemy  XIII,  her  brother,  for  husband,  to 
cover  his  own  designs.  Young  Ptolemy  was  poisoned  or  drowned,  and  Cleo- 
patra reigned  alone,  B.  C.  4 2.  Next  year  her  sister  Arsinoe  was  assassinated 
by  order  of  Mark  Antony.  Cleopatra  accompanied  Antony  to  Actium,  with  a 
fleet  superbly  equipped.  There  are  coins  of  Cleopatra  in  silver  and  bronze, 
with  Latin  and  Greek  legends,  showing  her  head  alone,  and  also  jugate  with 
Antony. 

Now,  to  resume  our  story:  Octavian,  ambitious,  and  to  avenge  his  sister 
Octavia,  divorced  by  Antony,  took  advantage  of  the  situation  already  above 
stated,  and  near  the  close  of  B.  C.  32,  by  authority  of  the  Senate,  declared 
war,  nominally  against  Cleopatra.  Both  Octavian  and  Antony  now  made 
great  preparation  for  this  last  struggle,  which  as  we  will  see  took  place  off 
Actium. 


Denarius,  B.  C.  20. 


Obv.  Bust,  CAESAR  AVGVSTVS. 

Rev.  Buckler,  on  which  CL.  V.  between  standards.  SIGNIS  RECEP- 
TIS.  At  corners  of  shield,  S P Q R. 

Tliis  inscription  appears  on  gold  and  silver  of  Augustus,  some  with 
this  type  of  the  CL(YPEUM)  V(OTTVUS)  (Votive  shield),  and  others 
with  a triumphal  arch.  The  coin  commemorates  the  return  of  ensigns 
taken  by  the  parthians,  and  for  which  Augustus  took  an  ovation,  and 
was  honored  with  a triumphal  arch  in  B.  C.  20. 

Antony  had  100,000  infantry  and  12,000  horses.  His  fleet  counted  500 
large  war  galleys,  some  with  eight  and  even  ten  banks  of  oars.  Octavian 
had  80,000  infantry,  1 2.000  cavalry,  with  only  150  vessels  of  a smaller  but 
more  manageable  class.  Soon  defections  began  from  Antony’s  forces.  The 
two  immense  armies  were  concentrated  in  front  of  each  other  on  the  shores 
of  the  Ambracian  Gulf,  with  a narrow  channel  between  them,  occupied  by 
the  fleet  of  Antony.  To  Antony’s  challenge  to  single  combat,  Octavian  re- 
turned a contemptuous  refusal.  Antony,  despairing,  prepared  for  flight,  but 
was  carefully  watched  by  Agrippa,  whose  fleet  lay  close  at  hand.  Antony 
had  resolved  to  carry  off  his  fleet  and  abandon  his  army. 

In  Merivale’s  history  of  Rome  we  find  a quaint  and  detailed  account  of 
the  action,  from  which  we  quote: 


‘‘For  several  days  the  agitation  of  the  sea  would  not  allow  the  ships  of 
either  party  to  move.  At  last,  on  September  2,  the  wind  fell  and  the  Anto- 
nine  galleys  remained  till  midday  becalmed  at  the  entrance  of  the  straits. 
Then  a light  breeze  sprang  up  and  the  mighty  armament  issued  forth  into 
the  open  sea.  The  huge  hulks  of  Antony  were  ill  adapted  for  advance  or  re- 
treat. Protected,  but  likewise  encumbered  by  heavy  frames  of  timber,  the 
fragile  triremes  of  Octavian  dared  not  strike  them  in  front  or  flank.  They 


Denarius  B.  C.  12. 

Obv.  Bust  AVGVSTVS  D1VI  F. 

Rev.  Bull  butting-.  In  exergue,  IMP.  X. 

This  coin  bearing  IMP.  X.  shows  it  was  struck  at  the  same  time  as 
the  Actium  coin.  The  type  of  the  butting'  bull  is  supposed  to  denote  the 
persistence  of  Augustus  in  his  wise  and  politic  course  of  Government. 

hurled  massive  stones  from  their  wooden  towers,  and  thrust  forth  ponderous 
irons  to  grapple  their  assailants.  But  Caesar’s  galleys  attacked  with  agile 
and  dexterous  maneuveis.  Their  well-trained  rowers  bore  up  and  backed 
alternately,  or  swept  away  the  enemy’s  banks  of  oars,  under  cover  of  show- 
ers of  arrows.  They  scudded  around  the  unwieldy  masses,  distracting  the 
attention  of  their  defenders,  and  protecting  each  other  in  turn  from  grap- 
pling and  boarding.  The  Liburnian  galleys  of  Octavian,  the  light  cavalry  of 
the  sea,  crippled  but  could  not  destroy. 

“While  the  unmanageable  barges  of  Antony  rolled  heavily  on  the  water, 
incapable  of  attacking  their  pigmy  assailants,  Cleopatra’s  galley,  anchored 
in  the  rear,  hoisted  its  sails  and  threaded  the  maze  of  combatants,  followed 
by  the  Egyptian  squadron  of  60  barks.  When  Antony,  himself  observing  the 
appointed  signal,  leaped  into  a boat  and  hastened  in  their  wake,  the  rage 
and  shame  of  his  adherents  filled  them  with  despair.  Many  tore  down  their 
turrets  and  threw  them  into  the  sea  to  lighten  their  vessels  for  flight.  The 


Denarius,  B.  C.  29-27. 


Obv.  Bust  without  inscription. 

Rev.  Triumphal  arch  of  one  span,  on  which  Augustus  drives  quad- 
riga. On  frieze,  IMP.  CAESAR. 

This  Arch  was  erected  in  the  Forum,  in  honor  of  Octavian’s  triple 
triumph  above  referred  to. 

struggle  was  still  arduous.  Shattered  and  disabled  as  those  floating  masses 
were,  it  was  impossible  to  sink  or  disarm  them  until  fire  was  employed. 
Torches  were  hurled  into  them,  piles  of  combustibles  driven  against  them; 
one  by  one  they  took  fire,  burnt  to  the  water’s  edge,  and  sank  slowly  in  the 
sea.  Three  hundred  galleys  were  captured. 


“The  army  on  shore  was  still  unharmed,  and  refused  for  a time  to  be- 
lieve in  its  chief’s  faintheartedness.  It  was  not  till  Canidus  himself,  who 
commanded,  abandoned  his  camp  for  the  quarters  of  Octavian,  that  the  gal- 
lant legions  made  submission. 

“Antony’s  army  was  encamped  near  a little  chapel  of  Apollo,  called  the 
Actium,  from  the  point  of  land  called  ‘the  Acte’  on  which  it  stood.  Here  Oc- 
tavian subsequently  instituted  the  festival  of  the  Actian  games,  to  recur  ev- 
ery five  years,  a solemnity  respectfully  observed  for  many  generations.” 

B.  C.  3 0 Octavian  took  Alexandria.  Antony  fell  upon  his  sword  and  died 
at  Cleopatra’s  feet.  She  also  ended  her  life  rather  than  grace  the  triumph  of 
Octavian.  Thus  died  one  of  the  most  captivating  but  most  unprincipled  of 
sovereign  princesses,  at  the  age  of  thirty-nine  years,  of  which  she  reigned  17. 
With  her  fell  the  dynasty  of  the  Ptolemies  and  the  Egyptian  monarchy.  She 
had  a son  by  Julius  Caesar  and  three  children  of  Antony. 

Lepidus,  retiring  to  private  life,  left  Octavian  sole  master  of  the  Repub- 
lic. Next  year,  B.  C.  29,  having  made  Egypt  a tributary  province,  Octavian 
returned  to  Rome  and  enjoyed  a three-days’  triumph  for  Dalmatia,  Actium 
and  Alexandria. 

At  the  close  of  this  war  (“Bellum  Actiacum”),  B.  C.  29,  Octavian  closed 
the  temple  of  Janus  (closed  only  in  time  of  peace),  open  for  205  years. 
“And  having  by  these  crowning  victories  brought  the  whole  world  under  the 
power  or  within  the  influence  of  Rome,  he  received  from  the  Senate  and 
People  the  designation  of  Imperator  ( B.  C.  29,)  as  a title  of  Supreme  gov- 
ernment, followed  two  years  later  ( B.  C.  27,)  from  the  same  authority,  by 
the  surname  of  Augustus. 


Denarius,  struck  after  death. 

Ob v.  Bust  with  radiate  crown.  D1VVS  AVG.  PATER  PATRIAE. 

Rev.  Seated  figure.  PONT(IFEX)  MAX(IMVS). 

“Pontifex  Maximus”  first  appears  on  coins  of  Augustus  B.  C.  12.  He 
succeeded  to  the  office  on  the  death  of  Lepidus,  B.  C.  13.  This  office  thus 
far  had  been  held  for  life  without  renewal,  and  Lepidus,  the  retired  triumvir, 
was  allowed  to  hold  it  until  his  death,  although  the  people  desired  Augus- 
tus. This  title  followed  the  Imperial  power  from  Augustus  for  a long  period. 
The  Senate  gave  Augustus  the  title  of  PATER  PATRIAE  B.  C.  2,  a title  first 
given  to  Julius  Caesar,  and  found  on  coins  of  Augustus’  successors. 

The  success  of  Augustus,  through  his  wise  and  politic  government,  in 
making  Rome  such  a flourishing  empire,  seems,  however,  to  have  been  to  a 
large  extent  the  result  of  a Providential  ordering  of  circumstances,  in  which 
the  politic  Augustus  was  the  signal  instrument  of  fortune.  This  can  clearly 
be  seen  in  the  chain  of  events  above  related. 

Augustus  died  A.  D.  14,  at  the  age  of  7 6 years.  He  ruled  with  Mark 
Antony  12  years,  and  alone  as  Emperor  4 4 years,  “an  instrument  in  the 
hands  of  an  overruling  Providence  for  laying  the  foundation  of  manifold  and 
decisive  changes  in  the  religious  as  well  as  in  the  social  conditions  of  the 
human  race.”  Actium  made  this  result  possible. 


Mr.  Henry  Chapman  had  on  exhibition  two  coins,  one  of  them  a very 
well  preserved  denarius  showing  the  heads  of  both  Marc  Antony  and  Cleo- 
patra. 

There  was  also  a large  number  of  other  exhibits  not  related  to  the  sub- 
ject of  the  evening,  as  follows: 

By  Mr.  Proskey:  A short  note  of  the  last  issue  of  18  64. 

By  Mr.  Kohler:  A round  $50  and  the  $2.50  gold  pieces  of  the  Panama- 
Pacific  Exposition.  Italy  Jubilee  5 lire,  commemorating  fifty  years  of  Italian 
unity,  1861-1911. 


NINTH  REGULAR  MEETING 
September  10,  1915 

The  Secretary  called  the  roll  and  read  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting, 
which  were  approved  as  read.  Mr.  Proskey  made  some  remarks  in  regard 
to  the  work  of  the  New  York  Store  Card  Committee,  and  this,  as  well  as 
the  Paper  Money  and  Publicity  Committees,  reported  progress. 

Mr.  Boyd,  in  behalf  of  the  Committee  on  the  Improvement  of  the  United 
States  Coinage,  reported  that  they  would  have  a report  in  about  three  months. 

The  Secretary  reported  the  receipt  of  a communication  from  the  Brook- 
lyn Eagle  Almanac  and  the  receipt  of  a monograph  on  “Coins  and  Medals  of 
Transylvania  in  New  York  Collections,”  by  M.  Wormser,  given  to  the  library 
of  the  Club. 

The  Treasurer  reported  balance  in  the  treasury  of  $182.06. 

Mr.  Boyd,  in  behalf  of  the  Executive  Committee,  called  special  attention 
to  the  rule  of  the  Club  that  no  fixed  sale  prices  were  to  be  given  in  connec- 
tion with  exhibits,  which  had  been  violated  at  the  last  meeting.  He  promised 
a report  on  the  subject  of  an  official  publication  at  the  next  meeting.  He 
also  announced  that  at  the  next  meeting  the  election  of  the  Nominating 
Committee  would  take  place  and  a full  attendance  would  be  desirable.  As 
the  subject  for  the  next  meeting  he  announced  “Tokens  and  Medals  of  Mar- 
tin Van  Buren.” 

The  Membership  Committee  reported  the  receipt  of  the  application  of 
Mr.  John  M.  Connor,  Jr. 

Mr.  Swanson,  in  behalf  of  the  Medallic  Art  Committee,  reported  the  is- 
sue of  the  following  medals:  — 

A commemorative  medal  by  the  Supreme  Council,  Ancient  and  Accepted 
Scottish  Rite,  upon  its  “International  Conference  of  the  World,”  Washing- 
ton, D.  C.,  1912,  in  golden  bronze,  sterling  silver  and  solid  gold,  which  were 
just  issued. 

The  official  award  medals,  International  Dry  Farming  Congress,  Den- 
ver, 1915. 

Both  of  the  above  medals  were  struck  by  Dieges  & Clust,  New  York, 

N.  Y. 

Bronze  medal  struck  in  commemoration  of  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of 
the  Murphy  Varnish  Co.  Obv.,  portrait  of  Franklin  Murphy,  retired  head  of 
the  firm  and  ex-Governor  of  New  Jersey,  with  name  around  head.  Rev.,  rep- 
resentation in  relief  of  sun  dial  erected  at  summer  home  of  Franklin  Mur- 
phy, a gift  from  employes  of  the  firm.  In  the  field,  the  inscription  “Com- 
memorating the  Fiftieth  Anniversary  of  the  Murphy  Varnish  Company,  1865- 
1915.” 
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Models  for  both  sides  made  by  J.  M.  Swanson.  Dies  cut  and  medals 
struck  by  the  Whitehead  & Hoag  Co.,  Newark,  N.  J. 

Under  the  head  of  new  business,  Mr.  Frey  suggested  that  at  all  meet- 
ings exhibitors  of  coins  make  some  explanatory  remarks  in  connection  with 
same. 

President  Smith  then  told  of  his  recent  automobile  trip,  during  which 
he  passed  through  Williamstown  and  Hanover,  where  he  came  across  numis- 
matic reminders  in  the  shape  of  coin  books  for  sale,  and  advertisements  of 
certain  dealer  members  of  our  Club. 

The  President  then  welcomed  the  guests  of  the  evening,  and  Messrs. 
Ormsby  and  Sackett  made  some  interesting  remarks  in  reply.  The  business 
meeting  then  adjourned  for  the  purpose  of  examining  the  exhibits  of  the 
evening. 

Mr.  Proskey  showed  a series  of  about  120  silver  and  5 0 bronze  coins  of 
Mark  Antony,  Julius  Caesar,  Ceasar  Augustus,  and  Cleopatra  in  further  con- 
nection with  Mr.  Niklewicz’s  address  at  the  previous  meeting.  Among  them 
were  numerous  portraits  of  Julius  Caesar  and  all  these  four  rulers;  one  large 
bronze  showing  the  heads  of  Julius  Caesar  and  Augustus  back  to  back; 
series  of  Mark  Antony,  of  his  various  legions.  Praetorian  coins  of  Augustus, 
coins  with  the  portrait  of  Augustus  Caesar  on  the  obverse,  and  on  the  re- 
verse various  representations  of  the  capricorn,  crocodile  ( upon  the  conquest 
of  Egypt)  and  allegories  of  Victory;  also  one  coin  of  Mark  Antony  and 
Lucius. 

Mr.  S.  H.  Chapman  showed  a very  fine  collection  of  about  5 0 U.  S.  silver 
dollars,  mostly  in  uncirculated  condition,  from  1704  to  1858,  among  them 
several  specimens  of  1794,  of  1 797  uncirculated,  and  1851  and  1852  un- 
circulated. 


TENTH  REGULAR  MEETING 
October  X,  15)  15 

After  the  roll-call  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

The  Secretary  announced  the  receipt  of  one  magazine,  and  of  Mr.  Bel- 
den’s  monograph  on  “War  Medals  of  the  Confederacy,”  and  Mr.  Cagiati’s 
May  and  June  number  of  the  supplement  to  the  work  on  “The  Coins  of  the 
Kingdom  of  the  Two  Sicilies,”  both  presented  to  the  library  of  the  Club  by 
the  authors.  A vote  of  thanks  was  extended  to  Messrs.  Belden  and  Cagiati 
tor  their  contribution,  and  the  Secretary  was  instructed  to  acknowledge 
them. 

Mr.  Boyd,  in  behalf  of  the  Executive  Committee,  submitted  a report 
of  its  investigations  into  the  cost  of  monthly  publications  of  the  Club.  The 
Committee  also  announced  as  the  subject  for  the  next  meeting  the  report  of 
the  Nominating  Committee  and  further  nominations  of  other  candidates  for 
election  as  officers;  a'so,  a further  and  more  detailed  report  of  the  Executive 
Committee  upon  the  proposed  publication  of  the  Club. 

The  application  of  Mr.  John  M.  Connor,  Jr.,  to  membership  was  next  in 
order,  and  the  Secretary  was  instructed  to  cast  one  ballot  in  favor  of  Mr. 
Connor’s  election. 

Mr.  Frey  called  attention  to  the  various  reports  that  have  appeared  in 
numismatic  magazines  concerning  iron  coins  for  Belgium.  He  had  taken 
some  steps  to  investigate  these  reports,  and  quoted  the  following  extract 


from  a letter  received  from  our  member  Mr.  J.  Schulman  of  Amsterdam, 
dated  August  30: 

“As  for  the  clippings  from  the  papers,  I can  inform  you  that  there  were 
issued  in  the  city  of  Ghent  zinc  coins,  but  I have  not  seen  them,  but  I am  try- 
ing to  get  them,  and  only  today  I am  reading  that  the  Germans  propose  to 
introduce  five,  ten,  and  twenty-five  centime  pieces  in  Belgium,  as  the  nickel 
is  becoming  scarce.  Only  the  Ghent  pieces  have  been  issued  to  date,  and  as 
soon  as  I get  some  I will  send  them  to  you.’’ 

In  this  connection  Mr.  Wormser  called  attention  to  the  large  and  inter- 
esting series  ol  medals  issued  by  various  establishments  in  Germany  in  con- 
nection with  the  war,  calling  attention  to  the  exhibit  of  some  of  these  which 
Mr.  Wood  had  to  show  at  this  meeting. 

The  election  of  the  Nominating  Committee  was  next  taken  up,  Mr. 
Wormser  acting  as  teller  of  the  votes  cast,  eight  members  having  been  put 
up  as  candidates.  Messrs.  Kennedy,  Swanson,  and  Proskey  were  elected  on 
this  committee. 

Mr.  Boyd,  in  behalf  of  the  Executive  Committee,  reported  further  upon 
the  proposed  monthly  publication,  which  was  discussed  by  all  the  members 
at  great  length,  and  finally  referred  back  to  the  Executive  Committee  for  a 
more  detailed  report  which  should  incorporate  definite  recommendations. 
The  meeting  then  adjourned  for  the  purpose  of  examining  the  exhibits  in 
connection  with  the  subject  set  for  the  evening,  “Tokens  and  Medals  of  Mar- 
tin Van  Buren.” 

By  Mr.  Boyd:  12  Van  Buren  medals,  noteworthy  among  them  the  fol- 
lowing: Shell.  Obv.,  “Martin  Van  Buren  born  Dec.  3,  1786,”  bust  to  left. 
Rev.,  “Free  Soil  and  Free  Labour.”  Shell,  Obv.,  “Martin  Van  Buren  1849,” 
head  to  right.  Rev.,  “Free  Soil,  Free  Labor  and  Free  Speech.”  White  metal 
medal,  Obv.,  “M.  Van  Buren,”  head  to  left  within  wreath.  Rev.,  “Spread 
eagle  with  talon  over  treasure  chest.  “The  Country  demands  his  re-election 
(Van  Buren).”  White  metal  medal,  Obv.,  Bust  to  left,  “Martin  Van  Buren 
Democracy.”  Rev.,  “Uniform  and  Sound  Currency.”  The  Sub-Treasury. 
Also  a book  on  “Life  and  Times  of  Martin  Van  Buren,”  by  Wm.  L.  Macken- 
zie, 1846. 

By  Mr.  Belden:  Two  original  silver  peace  medals  of  Martin  Van  Buren, 
showing  the  two  different  reverses  which  during  his  administration  were 
changed. 

By  Mr.  Proskey:  42  large  and  small  size  tokens  and  medals  of  Van  Bu- 
ren, chiefly  from  the  cabinets  of  the  McCoy  Bros.,  among  them  a white  metal 
medal  by  Smith.  Obv.,  M.  Van  Buren  bust  to  left  within  wreath.  Rev., 
Eagle  on  treasure  chest,  sheaf  of  wheat,  anchor,  horn  of  plenty,  plow  and 
ship,  “The  Firm  and  Fearless  Advocate  of  Democracy.  Indept.  Treasury.” 
White  metal  medal.  Obv.,  Bust  with  two  buttons  on  the  coat.  Rev.,  Eagle 
on  safe.  Copper  medal,  Obv.,  Bust  with  “Fore  Fathers.”  Rev.,  “Farmer 
Plowing.”  Also  a brass  Jackson  medal.  Rev.,  “The  Nation’s  Pride,”  with 
two  stars  between  the  lines  of  the  inscription,  only  three  or  four  known. 

Mr.  Wood,  in  behalf  of  Dr.  Malcolm  Storer,  showed  a number  of  German 
medals  issued  in  connection  with  the  European  War  and  upon  German  naval 
victories  and  deeds  of  valor.  Among  them,  medallic  thalers  on  Von  Mueller, 
Weddigen,  and  Von  Spee;  a number  of  small  silver  tokens  on  the  same  sub- 
ject; the  large  bronze  medal,  satirical,  upon  the  use  by  England  of  neutral 
flags,  and  the  large  bronze  Von  Tirpitz  medal  by  K.  Goetz,  “Gott  strafe  Eng- 
land.” 
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ELEVENTH  REGULAR  MEETING 
November  12,  1915 

After  the  roll-call  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

Mr.  Elder,  in  behalf  of  the  New  York  Store  Cards  Committee,  reported 
that  increased  interest  in  store  cards  was  being  manifested  at  recent  auction 
sales. 

In  behalf  of  the  Paper  Money  Committee  Mr.  Proskey  read  a communi- 
cation from  the  United  States  Government  in  regard  to  the  recent  robbery  of 
a large  quantity  of  unsigned  national  bank  notes,  cautioning  collectors  not 
to  acquire  them,  as  they  were  subject  to  government  seizure. 

The  Nominating  Committee  then  submitted  its  report  on  nominations 
for  officers  for  the  year  1916,  as  follows: 

For  President,  F.  C.  C.  Boyd. 

For  Vice-President,  A.  R.  Frey. 

For  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  M.  Wormser. 

For  Executive  Committee,  D.  W.  Valentine,  E.  H.  Adams,  T.  L.  Elder, 
J.  M.  Swanson. 

For  Membership  Committee,  D.  R.  Kennedy,  R.  Kohler,  W.  Raymond,  El- 
liott Smith,  D.  Proskey. 

For  Publication  Committee,  E.  H.  Adams,  D.  W.  Valentine,  Howland 
Wood. 

For  Medallic  Art  Committee,  J.  M.  Swanson,  E.  T.  Newell,  A.  G.  Heat- 
on, J.  de  Lagerberg,  D.  Proskey. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  Secretary  instructed  to  file  the  report 
and  read  it  at  the  next  meeting. 

The  Secretary  reported  the  receipt  of  Vol.  1,  No.  3,  of  Member  Heaton’s 
publication  of  “The  Nutshell,”  and  of  one  magazine,  also  the  receipt  of  ser- 
eral  communications. 

The  Executive  Committee  submitted  its  report  in  regard  to  the  monthly 
publication  of  the  Club.  They  were  divided  on  the  question  of  the  advisabil- 
ity of  its  publication,  and  recommended  an  open  discussion  at  the  meeting. 
They  reported  its  cost,  including  mailing,  as  $109.00,  against  a cost  for  the 
year-book  of  $80.00.  The  committee  also  reported  that  it  had  authorized  the 
Treasurer  to  send  a wreath  of  flowers  to  the  funeral  of  our  deceased  mem- 
ber, Mr.  Gustav  Jaegg. 

The  Publication  Committee  reported  that  the  year-book  would  probably 
be  issued  at  the  January  meeting.  The  advisability  of  a monthly  publica- 
tion was  next  taken  up  and  discussed  at  length.  Finally,  it  was  moved  that 
the  publication  of  the  year-book  be  continued,  and  this  motion  was  carried. 

Under  the  head  of  new  business,  Mr.  Elder  referred  to  the  iron  coins 
issued  by  the  German  Empire,  but  which  had  been  delayed  owing  to  the 
difficulty  of  avoiding  rust. 

Mr.  de  Lagerberg  told  an  interesting  story  of  his  vacation  trip  down 
East  and  through  Nova  Scotia,  and  his  experience  during  same. 

Mr.  Adams  called  attention  to  the  appearance  in  Mr.  Granberg’s  posses- 
sion, at  the  San  Francisco  meeting,  of  a second  apparently  authentic  speci- 
men of  the  Confederate  half  dollar. 

Mr.  Heaton  told  of  his  visit  to  Mr.  Granberg’s  home,  and  its  pleasant 
surroundings,  and  expressed  regret  that  Mr.  Granberg  himself  had  not  been 
there  at  the  time. 


President  Smith  properly  expressed  the  great  sorrow  of  the  entire  Club 
over  the  death  of  our  member,  Mr.  Gustav  Jaegg,  who  had  been  such  a faith- 
ful attendant  at  our  meetings,  and  who  had  distinguished  himself  by  a char- 
acter of  sterling  quality,  shown  in  a number  of  philanthropic  activities.  It 
was  then  moved  that  an  expression  of  its  sincere  regret  be  spread  upon  the 
minutes  of  the  Club. 

The  President  then  extended  the  welcome  of  the  Club  to  the  guests  of 
the  evening,  Messrs  Simmons  and  Saltus. 

The  subject  for  the  next  meeting  will  be  the  election  of  officers. 

The  following  were  the  exhibits  of  the  evening: 

By  Mr.  Proskey:  Four  new  coins  of  Siam.  New  copies  of  Villa  paper 
money  of  the  State  of  Chihuahua,  twenty-five  and  fifty  centavos,  and  one, 
five,  ten  and  twenty  pesos.  The  smallest  189  3 Columbian  Exposition  medal, 
gold  plated,  Obv.,  bust  of  Columbus;  Rev.,  Lord’s  Prayer. 

By  Mr.  Kohler:  Six  different  colors  and  metals  of  the  official  Panama- 
Pacific  Exposition  Medal. 

By  Mr.  de  Lagerberg:  Mounted  plaquette  of  Baron  August  Wilhelm 
Stjernstedt,  by  A.  Lindberg.  Medal,  by  A.  Scharff,  of  Dr.  Jos.  Ritt.  v.  Berg- 
mann,  1796-1872,  Direktor  d.  K.  K.  Muenz  u.  Antiken  Kabinets  at  Vienna 
(courtesy  of  V. -Consul  Sven  Lagerberg).  “Lucky  Penny,”  Board  of  Trade, 
city  of  Passaic,  N.  J. 

By  Mi-.  Wormser:  German  New  Guinea  five  mark,  1894,  showing  bird 
of  Paradise.  Saxony,  John  George  IV,  1669,  square  thaler,  showing  baby  in 
cradle  struggling  with  snakes,  upon  his  christening. 


TWELFTH  REGULAR  MEETING 
December  10,  1915 

After  the  roll  call,  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  ap- 
proved with  some  slight  corrections. 

The  Executive,  Membership,  Publicity,  Publication,  Medallic  Art,  and 
Paper  Money  and  New  Coinage  Committees  had  no  reports  to  offer. 

Mr.  Proskey  by  way  of  a report  of  the  New  York  Store  Card  Committee 
showed  a very  large  store  card  of  John  Matthews  Soda  Water  concern. 

The  Curator,  Mr.  Higgins,  was  unable  to  be  present,  as  he  was  engaged 
in  delivering  a lecture  at  Columbia  University  on  the  subject  of  Numismatics. 

The  election  of  officers  was  next  in  order,  and  the  chair  requested  fur- 
ther nominations  from  the  floor.  Mr.  Boyd  re-nominated  Pres.  Elliott  Smith 
for  the  Presidency  which,  however,  was  declined  by  Mr.  Smith.  Mr.  Frey 
then  nominated  Mr.  Smith  as  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee,  which 
was  also  declined  by  Mr.  Smith,  but  finally  upon  the  urging  of  several  other 
members,  Mr.  Smith  consented  to  accept  the  nomination,  and  upon  motion 
duly  made,  it  was  voted  that  it  was  the  unanimous  consensus  of  opinion  that 
Mr.  Smith  accept  the  nomination  as  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

There  being  no  other  nominations  before  the  meeting,  the  motion  was 
duly  made  that  the  Secretary  cast  one  ballot  for  the  unanimous  choice  of  all 
the  officers  nominated  excepting  the  three  members  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, other  than  its  Chairman.  The  Secretary  therefore  reported  the 
unanimous  election  of  the  following  officers:- — 


For  President,  F.  C.  C.  Boyd. 
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For  Vice  President,  A.  R.  Frey. 

For  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  M.  Wormser. 

For  Executive  Committee,  Elliott  Smith,  Chairman;  Dr.  D.  W.  Valen- 
tine, J.  M.  Swanson,  Thomas  E.  Elder. 

For  Membership  Committee,  D.  R.  Kennedy,  R.  Kohler,  W.  Raymond, 
Elliott  Smith,  D.  Proskey. 

For  Publication  Committee,  E.  H.  Adams,  D.  W.  Valentine,  H.  Wood. 

For  Medallic  Art  Committee,  J.  M.  Swanson,  E.  T.  Newell,  A.  C.  Heaton, 
J.  de  Lagerberg,  D.  Proskey. 

Both  Messrs.  Frey,  seven  times  a Vice  President,  and  President  Smith, 
extended  their  heartiest  congratulations  to  Mr.  Boyd  upon  his  election  to  the 
Presidency,  and  Mr.  Smith  resigned  the  chair  in  favor  of  Mr.  Boyd. 

Mr.  Boyd  as  a parting  gift,  and  a token  of  esteem  to  President  Smith 
handed  him  a placcjue  on  which  were  mounted  the  obverses  of  the  Higgins, 
Heaton  and  Smith  Medals,  and  the  common  reverse  of  all  these  three  medals, 
which  Ex.  President  Smith  accepted  with  expressions  of  gratitude. 

Messrs.  Kohler  and  Nangle  were  appointed  Tellers  to  proceed  with  the 
election  of  the  three  remaining  members  of  the  Executive  Committee,  and 
Messrs.  Swanson,  Valentine  and  Elder  were  duly  elected. 

Mr.  Smith  withdrew  from  his  election  on  the  Membership  Committee, 
Mr.  Adams  being  unanimously  elected  in  his  place. 

Upon  motion  of  Mr.  Belden,  the  Secretary  was  instructed  to  formulate 
a letter  of  condolence  to  be  sent  to  Mrs.  Niklewicz,  expressing  the  sorrow  of 
the  Club  over  the  death  of  Member  Niklewicz  and  a copy  of  this  letter  was 
voted  to  be  recorded  on  the  minutes  of  the  Club. 

It  is  with  the  greatest  sorrow  that  our  Club  has  been  advised  of  the 
recent  death  of  Mr.  Niklewicz,  and  in  this  hour  of  sorrow,  we  wish  to  con- 
vey to  you  our  assurance  of  our  deepest  sympathy  in  your  loss  which  every- 
one of  our  members  feels  deeply  as  a personal  one. 

In  Mr.  Niklewicz,  we  have  lost  a genial  friend,  a lovable  and  kindly 
companion,  as  well  as  an  ardent  and  expert  Numismatist,  who  was  not  merely 
an  accumulator  of  coins,  but  who  went  deeply  into  our  subject,  below  the 
surface  of  things,  and  combined  with  his  love  of  collecting  a thorough  knowl- 
edge and  a desire  and  willingness  to  impart  this  knowledge  to  others,  thus 
proving  himself  a valuable  member  of  our  Club. 

His  activities  in  the  field  of  our  science  were  not  merely  passive,  but 
constructive  as  well,  and  in  addition  to  our  keen  personal  loss,  we  sincerely 
deplore  the  loss  which  our  science  of  Numismatics  has  suffered  in  the  death 
of  our  member,  Mr.  Herbert  Niklewicz. 

By  resolution  of  our  Club,  this  expression  of  our  sorrow  and  sympathy 
is  ordered  spread  upon  our  Minutes. 

The  subject  announced  for  the  next  meeting  will  be  an  exhibition  by 
members  of  any  nickel  coins  of  the  world,  outside  of  the  United  States,  which 
they  may  have  in  their  collection. 

President,  Mi-.  Boyd,  then  welcomed  those  members  who  had  not  been 
frequent  in  attendance,  especially  Mr.  Schulman,  Mr.  Davidson  and  Mr.  Gut- 
tag.  Mr.  Schulman  expressed  his  great  pleasure  at  being  present  at  the 
Club  within  the  second  time  during  a year. 

Mr.  Proskey  referred  to  the  newly  issued  money  in  use  by  the  convicts 
at  Sing  Sing  consisting  of  currency  from  one  to  fifty  cents  in  brass  and  alum- 


inum  and  higher  values  in  paper  money.  This  money  has  real  purchasing 
power  and  at  the  expiration  of  the  convicts’  sentence  can  be  changed  into 
United  States  money. 

Mr.  Belden  reported  the  part  which  several  numismatists  played  in  the 
unveiling  of  the  Statue  of  Joan  of  Arc  which  took  place  at  New  York  on  Dec. 
6th.  Mr.  Saltus  having  been  the  honorary  President  of  the  Association,  and 
having  been  awarded  the  Cross  of  the  Legion  of  Honor.  All  guests  attend- 
ing the  unveiling  received  a shield  shaped  medal  which  shows  the  Coat  of 
Arms  of  Joan  of  Arc  and  the  date  of  the  unveiling  on  the  reverse. 

The  following  were  the  exhibits  of  the  evening:  — 

By  Mr.  Smith:  A French  satirical  silver  medal  struck  upon  the  peace 
between  France  and  the  Algerian  pirates,  168  9. 

By  Mr.  Guttag:  Austria,  10  heller,  1915;  Finland,  Bank  note  for  one 
mark,  1915;  National  Bank  of  South  Africa,  Johannesburg,  one  pound  note, 
September,  1914. 

By  Mr.  Kohler:  Ducats  of  Nurenburg  1649  and  Hamburg,  1871. 

By  Mr.  Wood:  Thirty  different  monies  of  the  Mexican  Revolution,  among 
them  a 1914  and  1915  double  peso  of  Zapata.  A number  of  five  and  ten 
centavos  paper  currency  of  Carranze  and  Villa.  The  “Muera  Huerta”  peso 
struck  at  Durango.  Some  of  the  coins  were  struck,  some  cast. 

By  Mr.  Schulman:  Four  large  gold  pieces.  A medal  struck  by  Charles 
II  of  Spain  and  his  mother,  Maria  Anna  as  Regent,  which  was  given  to 
Princes  upon  the  occasion  of  Charles’  coronation.  This  is  the  only  one 
known.  Holland  10  ducats,  1 687.  Teutonic  Older  1611,  ten  ducats  struck 
from  thaler  die.  Groningen  ten  ducats,  167  2,  awarded  only  to  three  mem- 
bers of  the  corps  of  students  taking  part  in  the  defense  of  the  City,  showing 
the  Coat  of  Arms  of  Groningen  with  a Trophy  of  Arms,  and  on  the  reverse 
an  inscription.  Only  three  specimens  in  existence. 


OFFICERS  AND  COMMITTEES  FOR  1916 


President 
F.  C.  C.  BOYD 


Vice  President 
A.  R.  FREY 


Secretary-Treasurer 
MORITZ  WORMSER 


Executive  Committee 
ELLIOTT  SMITH,  Chairman 

Dr.  D.  W.  VALENTINE  THOMAS  L.  ELDER 

J.  M.  SWANSON 


Membership  Committee 
D.  R.  KENNEDY,  Chairman 

R.  KOHLER  WAYTE  RAYMOND  D.  PROSKEY 

E.  H.  ADAMS 


Publication  Committee 
E.  H.  ADAMS,  Chairman 

Dr.  D.  W.  VALENTINE  HOWLAND  WOOD 


Medallic  Art  Committee 

J.  M.  SWANSON,  Chairman 

E.  T.  NEWELL  A.  O.  HEATON  J.  de  LAGERBERG 

D.  PROSKEY 


“Rf* 


